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* 'M CTY 
ENQUIRY/-4 


CONCERNING THE 


\rguments which relate to our 
Controverſy with the Jes, 


1 


\riſe from the Prophetic Records. 


oſt humbly dedicated and ſubmitted to 
the Conſideration 'of the Clergy 


of London and Weſtminſter. 


IsA1AH, I|viii- 1. 
Cry aloud, ſpare not; lift up thy Voice like a 
Trumpet; ſhew my People their Tranſgreſſion, and 
the Houſe of Jacob their Sins.” 


r 
ted by WILLIAM SLEATER, at Pope's Head, Cafile-ftreet. 


MDCCLXXIV, 


oSr=7=" 
6 


To the Reverend and Reſpectable Body 
of the CLERGY of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, who are Miniſters with Cure 
of Souls in the reſpective Pariſhes of 


the Cities of London and Weſtminſter. 


Reverend Brethren, 


HE Propriety of this Addreſs muſt 
appear from the Importance of the 
Object which gives the Occaſion of it, 

nd the particular Circumſtances of your Situa- 

on, as having in Charge the Duty of attending 
the Chriſtian Inſtruction and Admonition of 

e Inhabitants of thoſe great Cities, in which 

ny of the Jewiſh Nation have fixed their 

aces of Reſidence. 

t does not need any Proof to ſhew, that the 
titual Welfare of all Perſons, who are com- 
ted to your Care, is an Object that deſerves 
| requires your utmoſt Attention; I might be 
ly deemed guilty of Preſumption, in offering 
Reaſons to that Purpoſe, among Perſons of 

nent Rank in the Church, who are undoubt- 

learned, and able to © ſpeak and exhort, 
nd rebuke with all Authority.“ 

do venture only, by humble Addreſs, to 

at your Attention to the few following 

is, which contain a ſhort Diſcuſſion of our 

A 2 Controverſy 
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Controverſy with the Jews, in order to ſhey, 
that the Miniſters of the Church of England 
have a good Title to expect their Convetſion, 
when they invite that People to embrace the 
Religion of Chriſt, as it is taught and profeſſed 
by the faithful Members of that Church. 


It may be, that an Obligation to apply our- 
ſelves to ſolicit their Converkon, in the Diſcharge 
of parochial Duty, where the Opportunity may 
be had of converſing with them, does not im 
mediately appear to be incumbent upon us; 
but as if they were a ſeparate Body, detachec 
from any Regard due to them in that Way 
they may be allowed to reſt unattempted, anc 
unaltered, upon the falſe Principles of the 
Apoſtacy. 

This Opinion, if it is received, will precludi Pr 
and alſo will excuſe the Neglect of any Applic co. 
tion to enlarge their Minds, and to improy 
them, by communicating to them divine Kno- 
ledge. And when they obſerve there is no 2. 
among us to attempt their Converſion, our | 
difference may help to confirm their Prejudict 


againſt us ard our Religion. he 

It is certain, however, that what is call Mo/ 
Religious Zeal, is not in general a ſure Mark ¶ ve | 
a good Cauſe; but it has often appeared v and 
ſtrong in a bad one, and perhaps much mi ſions 
frequently than on the right Side, but this OW vpor 
ſervation ſhould not carry us too far in the c wh 


trary Way, and ſo make us lukewarm, v 


„ - 
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ve can bring good Proof to ſhew, that we ſtand 
on ſafe Ground to warrant our Zeal, 


In the preſent Caſe, we claim no more to be 
allowed us, than what the Fews themſelves do 
admit; we appeal only to Me/es and the Prophets 
foreſhewing at what Time, and in what Manner, 
and to what Purpoſe the Meſſiah did appear; 
and to their Teſtimony we recur to obtain their 
Converſion, by © ſaying none other Things 
than thoſe which the Prophets and Mo/es.did 
* ſay ſhould come ; that, Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, 
and that he ſhould be the firſt thar ſhould riſe 
* from the Dead, and ſhould ſhew Light unto 
the People” of 1/rael, © and to the Gentiles,” 
taken into the new Covenant of the Goſpel, 


When we reduce our Controverſy to the firſt 
Principles on which we ſhould proceed, it be- 
comes eaſy to diſcern that we ſtand ſafe upon 
them, and are in no Danger of being ſhaken in 
the Defence of our Faith, by admitting any 
Arguments that cannot be clearly drawn from, 
or traced up to thoſe Principles. 


Thus in the preſent Caſe of arguing with the 
Jews, we lay hold on the divine Writings of 


al Moſes and the Prophets, and, in Conſequence, 


ve do reject the Authority of TRA DITIOxs, 
and all the Collections, Comments, and Deci- 
lions of learned Men, which have been framed 
upon the Foundation of their fictitious Autho- 
nity, and received in the corrupted Jew 


Church, 
A 3 | The 
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The common Experience of Mankind will 
confirm us in rejecting Tradition in Matters of 
Faith, when we know daily how quickly Falſe. 
hood comes to be propagated in Narrations, 
even of ſuch Things as the Paſſions of Men 
have but little Concern in to make them deviate 
from Truth; and we conſider this Obſervation, 
ariſing from the corrupted Nature of Man in- 
clinable to Falſhood, as a Reaſon upon which 
the Divine Command written in the Law of 
God, and enforced to the Nation of 1/7ael, has 
| proceeded, ſo we find it, Deut. iv. 2. © Ye 
„ ſhall not add unto the Word which I com- 
% mand you, neither ſhall you diminiſh aught 
from it, that ye may keep the Commandments 
of the Lord your God which I command 
« you.” By which Command, it is evident, 
they are referred ſolely to the Wrrtrix 
Wor, ſince by Recourſe to that as it ſtands in 
the Divine Record, they can only be enabled 
to obſerve that ſolemn Injunction; which is re- 
peated again, Deut. xii. 32. What Thing 


** ſoever I command you, obſerve to do it; thou 


ce ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh from it.“ 
This Precept is deciſive to ſuperſede the Neceſ- 


ſity of Tradition, and juſtifies the abſolute Re- 


jection of it in Matters of Faith, 


If the Fews will not reſt with us on this Prin- 
ciple, and conſent to hear Moſes and the Prophets 
concerning the Divine Perſon, Character, and 
Commiſſion of the Meſſiah, we cannot prove 
to 
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| to them that he is come; nor can they believe 
; in him to any good Purpoſe, if it were poſſible 
; for us to perſuade them that he has appeared on 
ank. 


2 Before this preparatory Acknowledgement is 
e I gained, the Time will not arrive to attempt 
, with Succeſs their Conviction and Converſion ; 
„but they will remain in Unbelief until they ad- 
mit the whole Syſtem of Divine Truth, relating 
ts that great Object of their Faith in the Meſ- 
« I fab, as it is revealed in their Sacred Writings of 
. © »ndoubted Authority, and are able to reject the 
| Comments and traditionary Legends of their 
| learned Men, which have ſurreptitiouſly crept 
into the Place of Divine Inſtruction, and thereby 
| I fave ſupplanted and uſurped the Authority of 


Divine Command, through their Traditions, 
teaching for Doctrines the Commandments 
« of Men.” 


It is plain this Conceſſion is the firſt neceſſary 
Step to be gained, before we can properly enter 
inta Argument with them; and of Courſe the 
Taſk is before us to accommodate ourſelves in 
Conference with them for this End, by ſuch 
Means as may appear the moſt ſuitable to ob- 
tain it. | 
The prefatory Addreſs of Dedication to the 
Jews, with the Univerſal Catechiſm to which it 
is prefixed, is the beſt Attempt I was able to 
make upon the foregoing Plan propoſed ; as that 


Catechiſm gives a ſhort, yet, I hope, a very 
A 4 clear 
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clear View of the comparative Excellency of 
the New Covenant of Grace, above the Olo 
one of Works, which wes deſigned by Divine 
Counſel, in due Time, to give Place to that laſt 
and moſt perfect Diſcovery of Divine Mercy 
and Truth in the Goſpel of our Redeemer. 
The Catechiſm contains a ſhort Summary of 
the Arguments to that Purpoſe, which' appear 
. more at large in a Book publiſhed by Dodſtey in 
1765, intitled, © Providential Hiſtory.” 


The catechetical Method of making ſome Ap- i « 
. proach, towards the deſireable End of their 
Converſion, does appear to be ſuggeſted by the 
Prophet Iſaiah, xxviii. 9. Whom ſhall he l 
% teach Knowledge, and whom ſhall he make to 
& underſtand Wiſdom'? Them that are weaned 
from the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts,” 
„ Who are ready “as little Children,“ to receive 
Inſtruction without Prejudice. For Precept 
*< muſt be upon Precept, Line upon Line, here 
g little and there a little ;” that is, their In- 
ſtruction in Divine Truth, muſt advance by like 
Method as our Saviour at firſt publiſhed it, in 
his Divine Sermon on the Mount, by a ſhort 
eaſy Precept upon Precept, here a little and 
there a little as they will receive it, according to 
the Courſe of his preaching. *© For with ſtam. 
« mering Lips,” under Difficulty in holding 
Diſcourſe with them, “ and with another 
Tongue,” different from their own, “ will he plu 
« ſpeak to this People; to whom he ſaid, this ¶ bre 
is the Reſt wherewith ye may cauſe the whi 
« Weary 


- 


« Weary to reſt, ard this is the refreſhing ; yet 

« they would not hear :” They would give no 
Attention to his heavenly Call when he ſaid unto 
them, Come unto me all ye that travel and 
* are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt. 
« But the Word of the Lord was unto them” 
contemptible Diſcourſe, it was deſpiſed by their 
Rulers and the great and wiſe Men among 
them; it was in their Conſideration fit only to 
deceive the meaner Sort, being Precept upon 
« Precept, Line upon Line, here a little and 
PW © there a little,” as if for Children. 


o it was, that their Rulers and learned Doc- 
tors heared the preaching of the Meſſiah with 
Anger and Hatred, in an obſtinate Diſpoſition, 


„oon Wiſdom, © that they might go“ by it, 
and ſo „ fall backward and be broken, and 
ſnared, and taken“ Captive, as to this Day they 
pt N have dvntioned under the Deluſion and Miſeries 
of their AposTACY. 


ke It ſeems alſo to be pointed out by the Anſwer 
of the-Prophet, that the Application to be made 
for converting that People ſhould begin with 
nd Diſcourſe among the meaner Sort of them, 
to“ who are weaned from. the Milk,“ that is, 
m. who, by the Courſe of God's Providence are 
ing in low Circumſtances of Life, © and drawn 
her“ from the Breaſts,” as thoroughly weaned, 
he plucked away, or kept forceably (which the He- 
his brew ſignifies) from thoſe ſenſual Gratifications, 
th: which do indiſpoſe the rich and great ones to 


ary give 
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to reject him and his Doctrine, to follow their 


\ 


x DEDICATION. 


give their Attention to religious Truth. — Here 
it becomes eaſy to perceive the Meaning of what 
our Saviour ſaid, that “ a rich man ſhall hardly 
“enter into the Kingdom of God;“ for altho 
the Chriſtian Religion may be as fully received 
and practiſed by the Rich as by the Poor, when 
they are educated in it, yet the firſt Prejudice 
againſt it was more hard for the Rich than for 
the Poor to contend with, and of Courſe the 
former would © hardly enter“ at firſt into the 
Kingdom of God. 


Our Addreſs to the Jews, for obtaining their 
Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith, does imply, 
that we ourſelves are perfectly aſſured of that 
Truth which we propoſe, and do earneſtly deſire 
that they ſhould embrace it as we do. If we 
fail in either Reſpect, it is not reaſonable to 
hope for Succeſs in their Converſion. 


In Regard to the former Condition, which 
implies the Purity of our Faith, as it may be 
learned from the Liturgy and Offices of our 
Church, we have good Cauſe to make our Appli- 
cation to them with full Aſſurance, being able to 
abide any Trial they can make of it, by thoſe 
holy Writings which they and we do acknow- 
ledge; for we ſay none other Things, when 
they hear us ſpeaking as faithful Sons of that 
Church, but what the Prophets have taught 
them to expect from the preaching of the Mel- 
fiah, and his Apoſtles. 


And 
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And if they obſerve that we give earneſt Heed - 
to this Work of our Miniſtry for winning Souls 
to the Truth, no better Argument can be pro- 
poſed to gain their ATTENTION, which on any 
other Terms there is no good Reaſon for us to 
expect, 


With earneſt Prayer for your Succeſs, 


I am, Reverend Brethren, 
Your Faithful Servant, 


iy 2, J. F. 


1774 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


HERE is ſomewhat of Amuſement that 
does now appear very adverſe to this Pur. 

poſe of addreſſing the Jews-: It is a Kind of 
Project ſet on Foot by ſome Adventurers, who, 
for the Sake of Conscience, as they ſay, do 
aſſert a LIBERTY of cenſuring, or rather railing 
at the Articles of Religion which were agreed 
upon by the Reformers, the Biſhops and Clergy 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church. Theſe Articles they 
deſire may be taken out of their Way, by get- 
ting Indulgence from the Civil Power to refuſe 
the Acceptance of them, as any Rule or Tet 
of their Religion; and of Courſe by ſucceeding 
in this Petition, they mean to withdraw .the Pre 
tection of the State from the Church, as it is 
now conſtituted, and to ſet open the Doors of 
it for all Heretics, Schiſmatics, and Diflenter: 
of every Kind to enter in, if they are pleaſe 
to bring along with them the Holy Scriptures i 
their Hands, and on this Condition only (hal 
be able to enjoy any Places of Honour or Profi 


in the State. 


This Conceſſion is really a large one, anc 
does certainly ſtand in Need of ſome goo 
Arguments to recommend it; but there ha- 


not yet appeared any to deſerve a very ſe 
x3ou 
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tious Refutation, but ſuch only are thrown 
out, as might be expected from the Tables 
of a Tavern, affording fit Matter for thoſe 
daily Publications to ſpread abroad, among 


the Slanderers, in which of late they have 
abounded, 


If it is objected to the Clergy of that Church, 
that they ſubſcribe, and write in her Defence, 
becauſe they are maintained as her Miniſters, 
and are protected by the Civil Power, and may 
be courageous on that Account to bid Defiance ; 
they may anſwer, God be praiſed, ſo it is, for 
by his wonderful and watchful Providence the 
true Chriſtian Religion, is yet the eſtabliſhed 
Religion of England and Ireland; therefore as 
the King and the Laws are on our fide, there 
is good Reaſon why the Words of the Men of 
Judah ſhould be fiercer, than the Words of 
the Men of 1ſrgel. So that inſtead of abiding 
a virulent Perſecution from Obloquy and Slan- 


p der caſt out againſt them, they may be Bold 


as under Protection of the Civil Power, to ex- 


„ ect at leaſt, that it ſhould enjoin, and require 


their Railing Adverſaries to be ſilent. 


But for a ſhort Anſwer to ſuch Cavillers, 
we reply: That we ſubſcribe the Articles be- 
cauſe we do believe they are of ſound Doctrine, 
and the Matter of them contained in Holy 
Scripture, out of which the Reformers have pro- 
eſſedly compiled them. And therefore it is a falſe 
Suggeſtion, againſt the Order of State requiring 

Subſcription, 


0 
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Subſcription, to alledge, that they are a Sys. 
TEMATICAL CoNFESS1ON, or Compoſition f 
human Authority; for the faithful Subſcribers MW 
to the Articles do ſet to their Names on this Wi 
Suppoſition, that they are a ſyſtematical Confeſ- 

ſion, collected and derived from Divine Autho. Wi 
rity, and have no Force, in Matter of Faith, Wh! 
as of human Compoſition. There is ſufficient Wu 
Proof made to this Purpoſe, by expreſs Refe- Mic 
rences and Quotations from Holy Scripture, Wh: 
which have been abundantly offered to the dib Wn 
ſenting Parties to conſider and be convinced by Wil 
them. | 


God forbid we ſhould ſuppoſe uncharitably Ne 
that the Perſons who are aſſociated in the Ta. Wd 
vern, or that others who object to the Articles, Wt 
are not conſcientious in propoſing the Scruples 1 1 
they may have againſt them; but let them ob- Noſ 
ſerve that a conſcientious man may be miſtaken, Nen 


— 
— 


and what we have Charity to allow to them, let Nut 


them at leaſt in equa] Meaſure allow to us that Wn, 
we are conſcientious in our Act of ſubſcribing, 7 
and do not receive the Articles upon the Credit, 
or in the Senſe of the Compilers, otherways 
than as we are able to refer them to the Texr, 
and believe them authenticated by the Holy 


We do not however conſider them as ſo many 
Texts, or Portions of Scripture, to become de- 
ciſive in Application to Controverſies that may 
be raiſed about the Subjects of them; but in 

2 this 
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this Caſe it is our Duty to refer the Opponents 
obe convinced by thoſe Declarations in Holy 
Vrit, as they appear in the Text, from whence 


his be Doctrines of the Articles are collected. 

el- WM If we engage in Defence of their Compoſition, 
ho · Without ſuch ſtrict and immediate Attention to 
th, he Truth, we may be intangled by a charitable 


uppoſition, that Perſons who object to the Ar- 
cles are conſcientious in their Scruples, which 
nay encourage our Endeavours fo to conſtrue 
lib nd modify them, that Diſſenters may be recon- 
by Wiled to the Church. 


Herein honeſt good Men the Friends of it 
ly e in Danger, by their Charity, to be miſled, 
"a- Ind to differ from each other in their Methods 
es, Wi Accommodation, 


They are liable to be defeated in their Pur- 
oſe to gain over the Adverſaries, whole real 
cruples may not appear in their Arguments, 
ut an adverſe Diſpoſition to the Church, may 
dat Wonceal their political Enmity to the State. 


This Advantage hath been maliciouſly ob- 
rved by an induſtrious Ser of the oppoſite 
arty, who hath contrived, by an elaborate, ſo- 
hiſtical Performance, in a firſt and ſecond 
lition, to repreſent the different, or diſagreeing 
ntiments of ſome eminent and good Men, con- 
ming their Defence of the Articles, in ſuch a 


e- Wight as he thought might beſt contribute to pro- 
yy ice a general Diſpoſition to explode them al- 
in gether. 
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His inſidious mocking Impoſture falls to the 
Ground, when we reſt our Defence of them o 
the true Principle, as already mentioned, 

Under this Condition, there is no Cauſe t 
. cavil about the Hardſhip of requiring ſundr 
Perſons to ſubſcribe the Articles, who may ng 
by their Circumſtances or by their. Ages, he 
ſuppoſed capable to make a ſound Judgment 
their Contents; becauſe they are called upot 
to receive them as containing the ſound Doc 
trines of Chriſtianity, according to the Judge 
ment of thoſe Men, upon whoſe Authorit 
they ought, in their Circumſtances, to re 
upon in this Act of Subſcription, until the 
have Time and Ability to examine them vit 
proper Attention, and due Reference to Ho! 
Scripture. If, then, on a fair Tryal, they can 
not digeſt what they have formerly conſente 
to, the Diſſenters will then only deſerve Ce 
ſure and Reproof of their own Conſcience 
when they continue in that Church, whoſe fu 
damental Doctrines they can prove are nc 
agreeable to Holy Scripture, But of this v 
have not ſeen an Example, otherways than b 
taking their own Words, inſtead of Scriptur: 
for a Proof. 


If it is urged, that there is no Need of 
Articles at preſent, and the Church may be ve 
enough without them, as perhaps the Object 
may ſuppoſe there is no Danger from Poper 
or from any falſe Doctrine taking Place to ove 
turn the eſtabliſhed Conſlitution of the Churc 
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ve may anſwer, that by ſetting aſide the Articles 
we ſhall give a very fair Invitation to all Popiſh, 
Heretical, and Schiſmatical Doctors, to exert 
the full Power of their Talents, to deſtroy the 
Conſtitution of the Church and the State; we 
would alſo make a Confeſſion, to their falſe Sug - 
geſtions, of a Miſtake in the Foundation of our 
Reformed Church at the Beginning, and there- 
by ſhake what has been very well ſettled for 
Two Hundred Years. This Attempt does 
de reſemble a Propoſal from ſome airy Maſter- 
Vi building Projector, who might give his Advice 
to remove the wooden Piles on which the City 
Wold Bridge has been conſtrued, as by Length 
Wot Time he concludes they are decayed, and 

ie Bridge might now ſtand ſafe enough without 
hem, | 


| 
| 
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Tartan xxi. 11, 
Watchman, what of the Night ? 
IV atchman, what of the Night ? 


HAT Hour of the Night is it to give 
ſome Hope of the approaching Day? 


The Apoſtle has anſwered, © the Oe is 
far ſpent, the Day is at Hand. 8 


Izut what Night is this, and what Day, of 
ich theſe holy Watchers have given us Warn- 
vp? That Night of Ignorance, of Error, and 

s Darkneſs which continued to overſpread 
World, until the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
e upon it. And is the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
led ariſen upon the Earth, when yet Igno- 
ce, Error and groſs Wickedneſs do prevail 
r1t? What hinders our Enjoyment of that 
ous Light which hath ſhined upon the 
thy lince« our 282 came into it? 
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20 . | Arguments concerning 
The Apoſtle has told us, & in him was Life 
« and the Life was the Light of Men, and the 


Light ſhineth in Darkneſs, and the Darkneſ 
> Ertl] it not.“ 


The holy Life which the bleſſed Author o 
our Religion led upon Earth, was the Life that 
gave Light to Men, by his Example, to be 
taught, to follow him to everlafting Life. But 
this Light ſhineth in the Darkneſs, and the 
„ Darkneſs comprehended it not.“ The Per 
fection of his bleſſed Example was not under 
ſtood, nor apprehended, to be taken Notice of 
by the Generality of thoſe Perſons before who 
it was diſplayed; their Underſtandings wer 
darkened, and their Minds being clouded wit, 
the natural corrupt Deſires and Luſts of tha 
Fleſh, gave no Admittance to that Light which » 
diſcovered their Sin, and Shame, and Miſery. x 


« He was in the World, and the World w. t 
© made by him, and the World knew him not; 
it did not diſcern and diſtinguiſh him in th 
Character under which he appeared. H 
* came unto his own“ People, of whom ar 
among whom he was born, and to whom b 
was ſent, and his own received him not. 


The Bulk, or Body of his own People, woulſ le 
not acknowledge him, but rejected and 

Length put him to Death. But as many I mi 
received him,” to the few, the very few wv 
received him as their Maſter, to follow his EH co 


ample and to obſerve his Precepts, * 2 T che 


the Jewiſh Controverſy. 21 


gave he Power to become. the Sons of God, 
„even to them that believe on his Name; 
« which were born, not of the Blood, nor of 
« the Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of 
Man, but of God.“ 


Upon theſe few Perſons who were inſtructed 
by the Example and heavenly Wiſdom of their 
Maſter, the Church of Chriſt was built to with- 
ſtand the Power of the World, combined with 
the Powers of Darkneſs, and finally to prevail 
againſt all the Oppoſition of the Devil, the 


World, and the Fleſh, 


When we contemplate the Hiſtory of Man- 
kind, ſubject to the Government of Divine Pro- 
vidence continually aiming towards the great 
Purpoſe of inſtructing and reforming all the 
Nations of the Earth, according to the true 
Principles of Life and Happineſs publiſhed in 
the Goſpel] of Chriſt ; what wonderful Scenes 
preſent themſelves to our View, ſince the firſt 
Martyrs for Divine Truth ſtruggled and prevail- 
ed, by their Deaths in Torments, to give their 
ſucceſsful Teſtimony to it. Perſecution did not 
ſuppreſs but increaſed the Zeal, and gave amaz- 
ing Proofs of the Sincerity of the Chriſtian Be- 


lievers, 


The Allurements of the World, all its Pro- 
miſes of preſent Peace and Happineſs, were not 
able to withdraw them from Obedience to. the 
Commands of their Maſter; In thoſe few 
choſen Combatants and their immediate Com- 
B 3 | paniens 
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panions and Followers, the firſt Inſtance of the 
Triumph of Chriſtianity was given in a Victory 
over all the Pleaſures and Pains of this mortal 
Life, or the Knowledge of Good and Evil by 
our Senſes. 

But beſides this Oppoſition of direct Violence 
- arifing from the brutiſh Luſts and Paſſions of 
corrupted Men who muſt ever continue to op- 
| Poſe the Purity of the true Chriſtian Life and 

Doctrine; the Enemies of the Church of Chriſt 
have had full Liberty, by his Conceſſion, to try 
the whole Force of all their Arts of world!y 
Wiſdom and Policy, aſſiſted by“ Principalities 
and Powers, and ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high 
e Places, all the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World” combined with their utmoſt Efforts to 
ſuppreſs the Truth of his Goſpel. They have WW 
failed in their Attempts, © the Night is far ſpent, | 
the Day is at Hand,” and we challenge the ! 
Victory in the Words of the Apoſtle, * Thanks I 
ebe to God who giveth us the Victory through ill © 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore, my beloved 
<< Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always d 
“ abounding in the Work of the Lord, foraſ- d 
** much as ye know your Labour is not in vain p 
4 in the Lord,” who will in due Time © ſend ei 
forth Judgment unto Victory.“ Cc 


But how does it appear that this Victory does 
indeed now belong to us, or more eſpecially to 
us the Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church in 
theſe Kingdoms? Not ſo indeed, eſpecially or 


excluſively, but that the Members of all true 
Churches 
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"Ay 88 che World have their . 
Share in it, with this Limitation only, that they 
do hold the Doctrine of Chriſt pure and uncor- 
rupt, and in their reſpective Bodies do worſhip 
God conſiſtently with his holy Word in the 
Goſpel. 


Upon this Principle we claim the Victory, in 
Behalf” of this Chriſtian Church, over all the 
Attempts that have been made to ſhake the 
Foundation of it; it ſtands firm in its Doctrine 
and Worſhip, againſt Idolatry, Hereſy and Su- 
perſtition. It's Diſcipline is pure and conſiſtent 
with the Example and Precepts of our heavenly 
Maſter, who did not require heavy Burthens of 
penance to be laid on Mens Shoulders, but ad- 
mits, with due Reſtraint of all vicious Exceſſes, 
what may conduce to all the real Purpoſes of 
Health, Eaſe, and Peace to our Souls and Bo- 
dies. It agrees to what our Lord himſelf ſaid 
of his Diſcipline, * My Yoke is eaſy, and my 
* Burthen light,” and eaſily borne by a well- 
diſpoſed Mind, for it allows all reaſonable Con- 
deſcenſion and Compliance with the natural Ap- 
petites and Infirmities of Mankind, They wha 
endeavour to repreſent the Chriſtian Life as un- 
comfortably auſtere in the Severity of it's neceſ- 
lary Diſcipline, or whoſe Prejudices, againſt the 
Purity of it, lay hold upon that Pretence to ex- 
cuſe their own vicious Courſes, have by this 
falſe Imputation contradicted the Words of our 
bleſſed Maſter, which continue to be true thro 
AS: all 
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all Ages of his Church ; for they who with an 
honeſt Heart ſubmit themſelves to the Trial, 
will find his Yoke is eaſy, and his Burthen is 
light, as, when they reject it by wilful Tranſ- 
| greſſion, or even by Infirmity, their own Expe- 
rience will ſoon convince them, how much it is 
for their Intereſt, even for preſent Eaſe, to return 
by Repentance; ſubmitting to his . Yoke, to 
take up his Burthen again; that is, to live ac- 
cording to the Admonitiens of Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline in that Reformed Church to which ve 
belong. 5 


Hence we conclude that the Underſtanding, 
the Kxperience, and Conſcience of every faith- 
ful Member of that Church, do acquieſce in 
the Purity of its Doctrine and Diſcipline, as 
conformable to the Life and Doctrine of our 
bleſſed Redeemer. 


But we have yet a farther Challenge to make 
againſt all the Adverſaries of it, whether they 
contend to ſuppreſs and reject Divine Truth in 
the full Extent of the Revelation made of it, 
or otherwiſe addreſs themſelves to undermine it 
by Parts, through ſubtle Artifice to pervert, di- 
vide, and ſet it at Variance by Oppoſition to 
itſelf: We challenge the Victory, as able to 
ſhew, that the faithful Sons of this Church have 
ſucceſsfully defended the divine Authority and 
Doctrine of their Maſter, and have written ſuf- 
ficient Apologies for their Faith, to ſatisfy the 


deepeſt Enquiries of every ingenuous, modeſt, 
- and 
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and humble - minded Diſciple in the School of 
Chriſt. And they have given moreover, to 
Men of another Temper of Mind, ſuch Ar- 
guments for their Conviction, and Converſion, 
as are ſufficient to alarm, though they cannot 
reclaim, and to awaken their Conſciences, 
though not able to perſuade them into Con- 
feſion of their Guilt, to forſake their falſe Opi- 
nions, and to acknowledge the ſacred Obliga- 
tions of their Duty, 


But after this Challenge which we have 
made for the Victory on our Side, how ſhall 
we obtain the Acknowledgement of it? to 
what Umpire ſhall we apply as the Supreme 
Arbitrator to give Judgment in the Contro- 
verſy, and, by declaring on our behalf, to 
s ſend for the Judgment unto Victory.“ 
To what other Umpire ought we to ſubmit, 
but to the antient People of God, who are 
equally indifferent and unbiaſſed in regard to 
all Parties who are contending under the Re- 
gion of Chriſt? The Queſtion returns, how 
ſhall we engage them to undertake this Office, 
Is it likely they will conſent to turn over thoſe 
numberleſs Volumes of controverſial Argu- 
ments, that have appeared on each Side, either 
to defend, or to oppoſe the truth of the Goſ- 
pel? No ſurely, but we muſt invite them to 
enjoy the Fruits of this Victory, by acknow- 
edging and accepting of their Deliverance by 
t from the Yoke of Bondage under the Mok aL 
Lay, and the Curſe due to the Breach of that 

| Cove- 
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Covenant ; by which all Mankind were held 

in Servitude under the great Deceiver, until 

our Lord Jeſus the Meſſiah came to make us 

Free, by a © New Covenant which was eſta- 
„ bliſhed on better Promiſes.” 


The Miniſters of his Goſpel have applied the 
Word of God ſucceſsfully in their Combats with 
the falſe Prophet, that is, all the deceitful In- 
ſtructors in falſe Wiſdom ; and in conſequence 
have baffled their inſidious Purpoſes, which are 
directed to the Support of the Mortar Law 
alone, or as of ſupreme Obligation on the Conſci- 
ences of Men; for in this Point all Heretical, and 
Antichriſtian Adverſaries do agree, who by this 
deceitful Undertaking have given their Sup- 
port to the Apoſtacy of the Fews, which does 
reſt upon holding the ſupreme Authority of 
the Moral Law. The Foundation of their 
Apoſtacy is removed, when the Spiritual Law 
of the Goſpel takes its due Place of Precedence 
in their Minds; until this Purpoſe is accom- 
pliſned, “ The Vail is upon their Heart, ne- 
** vertheleſs when it ſhall turn to the Lord, 
«< the Vail“ of the Moral Law “ ſhall be taken 
% away,” it will become of no Uſe, but ſtands 
forth only to punith thoſe Tranſgreſſions which 
are committed by our Actions, when we for- 
fake or relinquiſh the Spiritual Law of Chriſt: 
So the Apoſtle has argued, & knowing this, 
& that the Law is not made for a righteou* 


« Man, but for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, 
| « for 
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« for the Ungodly, and for Sinners, for Unholy 
« and Profane, for Murderers of Fathers, and 
« Murderers of Mothers, for Manſlayers, and 
ll other Tranſgreſſors who are condemned by 
it, as ating © contrary to ſound Doctrine,“ 
n the Law of the Goſpel. 


The Juſtice of God is declared by the Mo- 
ral Law, with his Authority enforcing Obedi- 
ence to it, and in conſequence of the Tranſ- 
greſſions which are committed againſt that 
Law, his Judgments are executed on collec- 
tive Bodies of Men, by the Deſtruftion and 
Diſperſion of the ſinful Nations of the Earth, 
is likewiſe by the Miſery and Death of every 
Sinner for his own Wickedneſs; fo that no 
Man can eſcape Death by the Moral Law, as 
we have all, through our natural Corruption, 
been tempted, and have offended againſt it; 
What hope then is there for the Jew, who 
does acknowledge no other Law for his Guide? 
he has none by the Terms of that Law, which 
makes him guilty of Death. Is not his Time 
come to forſake © the Law of Sin and Death,” 
by which he cannot live, and that his Heart 
turn to the Lord,” the Meſſiah, his Deliverer 
vho died to ſave him from the Curſe of the 
Law, and to bring him into everlaſting Life, 
according to the merciful Terms of the New 
COVENANT, What hinders him from embrac- 
lng the Terms of Reconciliation with his 
bracious God? What Offering muſt he make 

| . for 


” 
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for his Atonement, to the offended Majeſty of 
Heaven? He is ready, as the Prophet has ex- 
preſſed it for him, to ſhew his Zeal and Af. 
fection, by the moſt ſumptuous or coſtly Gifts, 


Will the Lord be pleaſed with Thouſands of 
Rams, or with ten Thouſand Rivers of 
Oil?“ But the Pſalmiſt hath told him, 


The Sacrifice of God is a troubled Spirit, 
« broken and contrite Heart, O God, halt 
thou not deſpiſe.” What has a poor Crea- 
ture to offer to his offended Creator, but that 
only, which through his infinite Mercy and 
Goodneſs he is inclined to accept of, when he 
calls upon him with a broken Heart, © God 
„be merciful unto me a Sinner,” 


Upon theſe Terms Pardon is promiſed to 
the Few, when his Heart turns to the Lord 
his Redeemer; and after Reconciliation is made 
by his Repentance, What doth the Lord re- 
„ quire of thee, O Man, but to do Juſtice, and 
© to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
« thy God?” So to lay the Foundation of a 
happy Chriſtian - Life, in Charity and Humili- 
ty, as our Lord has © bleſſed the Poor in 
“ Spirit, for their's is the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 


What Admiration muſt follow, what Joy, 


what Triumph will belong to that People 


when they conſent to open their Eyes. for that 


glorious Light to enter into their Minds which 
hath been fo long ſhut out by their Obſti 


nacy ? 


What 
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What Admiration of the wonderful Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God, who hath contrived and 
executed this amazing Plan of our. Salvation? 
What Joy for our Eſcape from the Powers 
of Darkneſs, by the Overthrow of all the Po- 


licies of the great Deceiver, and his Infiru- | 
ments baffled in their Deſigns? 


What Triumph in holding forth, and com- 
municating the Bleſſings of Salvation, to all 
the Families of the Earth, on confeſſing and 
believing in the Name of our Lord Jeſus ? 


The whole Volume of Divine Revelation 
is pregnant with this great Event haſtening 
on the Time of its Birth; it is filled with num- 
berleſs Paſſages foretelling the Reſtoration of 
the Jewiſb People, and the happy Deliverance 
of Mankind in conſequence of it, from the 
Miſeries of their corrupted ſinful State, at that 
Time, when * the Kingdoms of this World 
are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Chriſt.” 


The Divine Heralds in Prophecy have abun- 
dantly proclaimed, in repetition through all 
their Writings, . theſe © Tidings of great Joy 
which ſhall be to all People;“ and all of 
them agree that it will begin © when the Lord 
* ſhall build up Sion, and when his Glory ſhall 
„appear; when he turneth himſelf to the 
Prayer, of“ the poor deſtitute People his 
own, “and deſpiſeth not their Deſire ; then 
the Moon ſhall be confounded, and the 
« Sun 


© 
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Sun aſhamed, when the Lord of Hoſts ſhall 
* reign in Mount Sion, and before his Antients 
&« gloriouſiy. Jai. xxiy. 

Who can conceive, or undertake to deſcribe 
the Glories of that Reign, when the Bleſſings 
of Righteouſneſs, of Peace and Plenty are pour. 
ed out in full Meaſure over all the Earth, under 
the Government of our Lord the Meſſiah ? 
The holy Plalmiſt hath prepared his Songs 
of Triumph to receive him, and has given a 
loud Summons, to all the Nations of the Earth, 
to be ready with Rejoicings at his coming, 
Pſal. xevi. O ſing unto the Lord a new Song, 
„ ſing unto the Lord all the Earth; let the 
Heavens rejoice, and let the Earth be glad; 
4 et the Sea roar, and the Fulneſs thereof; let 
the Fields be joyful; and all that is therein; 
& then ſhall all the Trees of the Wood re- 
& juice before the Lord; for he cometh to 
judge the Earth; he ſhall judge the World 
« with Righteouſneſs, and the People with 


„ his Truth. 


„The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoice, 
ce let the Multitude of the Iſles be glad thereof, 
Sion heard and was glad, and the Daugh- 


ters of Judah reoiced, becauſe of thy” Jadg- 
© ments, O Lord. | 


O ſing unto the bon a new Song, for 
„ he hath done marvellous Things, with his 
„on Right Hand, and with his holy Arm, 
&« hath he gotten himſelf the Victory. He 


6 hath remembered his my and Truth to- 
„ ward 


11 WW ward the Houſe of Jſrael, all the Ends of 
the Earth have ſeen the Salvation of our God. 


« Make a joyful Noiſe unto the Lord, all 
the Earth, make a loud Noife, and rejoice, 
and fing Praiſe. Let the Sea roar, and the 
Fulneſs thereof, the World and they that dwell 
therein, Let the Floods clap their Hands, 
kt the Hills be joyful together, before the 
Lord ; for he cometh to judge the Earth, 
with Righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the World, 
and the People with Equity.” 


If theſe Divine Songs of heavenly Triumph 
r the Victory, over all the Enemies of our 
ppineſs and Salvation, which are daily re- 
rated in our Churches, do incline our Hearts 
join in them zealoufly, with pure Affec- 
on and Elevation of our Minds, the Con- 
quence is obvious, to engage our utmoſt En- 
kavours for accompliſhing the Purpoſe that 
muſt introduce this wonderful happy Reign 
pon Earth. When the Lord ſhall build 
Ip Sen, and when his Glory ſhall appear“ 
| the Converſion of that People, to become 
is Inſtrument choſen to convey the Bleſſings 
f his Government to all the Families of the 
th, By entreating the Jews to enter into 
ur Churches, where we ferve God according 
the antient, pure, ſpiritual Worſhip of the 
emple, we produce the very beſt Argument 
d remove their Offence againſt the pure Chriſ- 


an Worſhip, which is no other than what Da- 
| vid 


2 


5 


and before his AnTienTs gloriouſly.“ the 


of Men who are eagerly engaged to carry 0 
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vid inſtituted, who dictated in his P/alns te # 
ſpiritual divine Laws of his Son the MeſſiahW to 
which he confirmed and eſtabliſhed for iſh ry 
Support of his Government, when he came C 
himſelf in Perſon upon Earth; therefore if a4 
Jews will join us in ſinging the Pſalms of DW it 
vid with due Attention to the original Deſigi ar 
of their Compoſition, we ſhall mutually con be 
ſpire to haſten on the happy Time of univerW tr: 
ſal Joy which ſhall be to all People, whe — 
© the Ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and th: 
© come unto Sion with SonGs, and everlaſtingli co 
* Joy upon their Heads, when the Lord ſhalWv! 
« reign in Mount Sin, and in JFeruſalm g 


After this glorious Proſpect of univerſal Joy 
and Peace, which is laid before us in Prophe 
tick Hiſtory, as the natural Conſequence that 
will proceed from the Converſion of the Jewil 
People, when they acknowledge and receive 
their Triumphant Meſſiah ; what Comfort 
what Hope can ariſe to us, under the preſen r 
dark, clouded Appearance of the World, who: 
Policies, Cuſtoms, Manners, and Diſpoſitions 


all the Purpoſes of it, do ſeem perfectly ali 
enated from any Expectation, or Deſire of ſuc 
a bleſſed Change to be made in the Earth Ay 
as the Divine Hiſtorians have foretold; and 
therefore what likelihood now, or that it ſhoulc 
ever take Place? In anſwer to this Objectio 
we muſt obſerve, ſuch is the Perfection of thqi 

Evidence 
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he Evidence which God is pleaſed to bring forth 
ah to the Word of his Truth, that the Adverſa- 
y bear Witneſs to its divine Authority, and 
WT Comprehenſion ;-for their Oppoſition is clearly 
the diſcovered- and deſcribed, their Deſigns againſt 
„it are laid open in it, and the Blaſphemers 


and Mockers, which abound in the laſt Days, 
bear Teſtimony to the Truth which they con- 
tradit, by their Diſcourſes and their Actions. 
The Prophetick Hiſtory of the laſt Days of 
d the Goſpel Revelation, makes the Evidence 
compleat for the Confuſion of its Enemies, 
who are warned by it of their evil Purpoſes 
nM againſt it, and as this is the utmoſt Proof 
that can be given for their Conviction, it gives 
Warning alſo “ that it is the laſt Time.” 


so that the ent miſerable corrupted EC. 
bali ute of the World, does not properly afford any 
i Argument againſt our Application to convert 
that People, but on the Contrary doth furnith 
a forceable Incitement to it: For theſe « 

* rilous Times,“ have been foreſeen, and the 
M?crions who walk in them are clearly deſcrib- 
onged, as they are found © in the laſt Days“ of 
onthe Goſpel Revelation. 


Accordingly the Prophet of Evangelical Hiſ- 
ory hath particularly addreſſed the Nation of 
Irael, as at that Time called upon, to appear 
In their Glory when the groſs Darkneſs of Cor- 
uption over ſpreads the People, every where 
Mefiled, in che Service of their Luſts, This is 
ace C the 


and the heretical Deceits of the falſe Prophet. 


“ Side. 


files ſhall come unto thee.“ 
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the only Oppoſition to the Word- of Divine 
Truth, which remains to be removed, after 


the Mind of Man is EMANCIPATED, as be- 
ing ſet free from the Error of falſe Worſhip, 


To put down this Tyranny of the Beaſt, 
or brutiſh Luſts of the Fleſh, by the Order of 
divine Power and Counſel, the eib Nation 
are ſummoned to come into divine Favour, 
Ja. Ix. 1. ARise, SHINE, for thy Light is 
« come, and the Glory of the Lord is riſen 
upon thee, For behold the Darkneſs ſhall 
„ cover the Earth and cRoss' Darkneſs the 
© People, hut the Lord ſhall arife upon thee, 
and his Glory ſhall be sEEN upon thee. And 
« the Gentiles ſhall come to thy Light, and 
„Kings to the Brightneſs of thy Risixc. 


Lift up thine Eyes round about and ſee, 
6 all they gather themſelves: together, they 
« come to thee, thy Sons ſhall come from 
“ far, and thy Daughters ſhall be nurſed at thy 


Then thou ſhalt ſee, and flow together, 
« and thine Heart ſhall fear, and be ENLAROEDꝰ f 
beyond the Bounds of thy own People, “be- 

« cauſe the Abundance of. the Sea ſhall be“ 
converted unto thee, the Forces of the Gen 


Heb, © Wo ARE THESE?“ know them b 
theſe Tokens, © they will fly as Clouds” i 
FLEETS 
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WM ficzrs upon the Seas, with ſpreading Sails 
r Wl winged, flying“ like Doves to their Dovecotes,” 
* Wiach are they. becauſe the Iſles ſhall wait 
„ for me,” ſaith the Lord, and the Ships of 
MW Tarſtib in the foremoſt“ Order, “to bring 
„ thy Sons from far, their Silver and Gold 
| * with them, unto the Name of the Lord thy 
God, and to the Holy One of {/rael, becaule 
he hath glorified thee.” * 


At 
* The Evidence ariſing from the Word Tarſtiſi (as 
it occurs in the Holy Writings) to ſhew, that Ships 
of Tarfaiſh, as now to be conſidered in the Prophe- 
lick Style, do moſt probably fignify the Britiſh Ships, 
en. x. 4. The Sons of Favan, Elfhak and Tar- 
faiſh, Kittim and Dedanim ; by theſe were the Ifles of 
the Gentiles divided in their Lands;” of coutſe 
larſhiſh the Son of Javan, and Grand-Son of Faphet, 
ad his Inheritance among the Ifles of the Gentiles. 
I, King. x. 22. The King had at Sea a Navy of 
Tarſhiſh,” appointed for Trade to Tarſhiſh, © for 
the King's Ships went to Tarſiifſh with the Ser- 
ml vents of Hiram,” they being ſkilful in Navigation 
or ſo long a Voyage; © every three Years once 
hy came the Ships of Tarſhiſh, bringing Gold, and 
Silver, Ivory, and Apes and Peacocks,” (Heb. Thuc- 
jim, having no Radix, is by 'ConjeQure tranſlated 
cocks, but moſt probably ſignifies Parrots, or Birds 
beautiful Feathers from the Weſtern Coaſt of 
ca.) 8 f | | 
Fil. xlviii. 7.“ Thou breakeſt the Ships of Tarfhiſh' 
with an Eaſt Wind ;” they being on their Voy- 
je to the Weſt where Tarfhih _ 
Pſal. Ixxii. 10. The Kings of Tarſhiſh and of the 
Iſles ſhall bring Preſents, all Kings ſhall fall down 
before him, all Nations ſhall ſerve him.” 
Iſa. xxiii. 6.“ Paſs ye over to Tarſtiſi, howl, ye 
Inhabitants of the Ifle,” as partaking in the Ca- 
vities of Tyre, by the Loſs of Traffick with her.” 
„ vi. 19. I will _ thoſe that eſcape of them, 
2 to 
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At this Period, we ſhall end the Quotation, 
which is wonderfully adapted by peculiar Cir. 
cumſtances relating to the Condition of theſe 
Iſlands, and the cus who are ſettled in them, 
to awaken our Attention, and excite us to give 
earneſt Heed to carry on the Purpoſes of Di- 
vine Counſel, which are ſuggeſted by it. 
But the inſpired Writer, in elevated Style, 
hath proceeded yet much farther with his glo- 
rious Defcription, by the moſt lively Images, 
ſetting forth the happy Return of the 7eiſb 
Nation, to Divine Favour, by which all Na- 
tions will partake in the Bleſſings of their Re- 
1 +... Conciliation, 


fc 


to Tarſhiſh, &c. to the IsLes © a far off, that have 
% not heard my Fame, neither have ſeen my Gloy, 
„ and they ſhall, declare my Gloty among the Gen- 
« tiles, and they ſhall bring all your Brethren for an, 
« Offering unto» the Lord, out of all the Nations.” WW ,1 
Eꝛzet. xxvii. 12, % Tarfhiſk was thy Merchant by co 
* Reaſon of the Multitude of all Kinds of Riches, ,, 
* with Silver, Iron, Tin, and Lead they traded in c 
* thy Fairs,” | , 
Hence we conclude that the Ships of Taft in ie 
the Days of Solomon, did ſignify the Ships of Trade 
to Countries known under that general Name, and d. 
the Return being made once in three Years, they gre 


went in coaſting Voyages the whole length of the” | 
Mediterranean Sea, and paſſed out at the Streights,M n 
for within the compaſs of that Sea, their Voyages ye 
would have been finiſhed in much leſs Time. Ships m. 
of Tarſhiſh did therefore ſignify the Veſſels that traded te 
on the Sea Coaſts of all thoſe Countries that lay be- and 
yond the  Streights, and to which their Navigation for 
at that Time could extend in like Manner as with they 
us our Eaſt India Ships ſignify in general, the Ve. in 
fels trading to many different Countries beyond thq na; 
Cape of Good Hope. Under this Name of Tarſhi ſent 
will then be included the Weſtern Coaſts of Africa Inh 
| ; aug 


conciliation, © When they know their Saviour 
e and Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacab.“ 


n, As this important Argument, for the Con- 
ve WM verſion of the Fewyb Nation to the Chriſtian 
i- WF Faith, does deſerve our utmoſt Attention to 
ſearch out through the holy Writings, the 
previous Steps that muſt be taken to conduct 
us to that deſirable Purpoſe; it does concern 
us to enquire what Anſwers may be given to 
6 the following Queſtions, according to the Light 
a. Jof Divine Revelation. | 
i, ©. 1. By what Means is that Converſion 
n, o be expected? 8 

9, 2. At what Time? 


* — A. 


ryy ** > "x" > . — — 


und of the Continent of Europe, and the Sea Coaſts 
my of the Britiſh Iſles. Accordingly the Commodities 1 
which were imported by thoſe Veſſels do plainly diſ- { 
cover the Countries they came from, as we have 
already obſerved on the Imports from the weſtern 
ua Coaſt of Africa. And it ſeems clear from Exel. xxvii. 
12. that theſe Ships which carried to Tyre, Silver, 
Iron, Tin and Lead had got their Lading on the ) 
4 Coaſts of Britain, which is perhaps the only Country S 
nao that could furniſh all theſe Commodities jointly, in 
great Abundance, | 
In the Prophetick Style under our Conſideration 
at- this Time, the Ships of Tarſliſi wuſt ſignify the 


eig Veſſels of Trade, which do belong to thoſe Countries 
_ that were known originally by that Name ; and of 
dc them the Britiſh Ships do ſtand foremoſt in Number 
be- and Trade, but more eſpecially on other Conſideta- 
115 tions, they may be fitted for the Purpoſe to which 


they ate appointed by the Prophet as the Figsr, or 
in the foremoſt Order; to have the Honour of 
iding foremoſt in that glorious Fleet that will be 
ſent out for conducting God's choſen People to their 
Inheritance, when they are prepared: to. enjoy its 


F bf To 


( 
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To the firſt I anſwer : 


It is clear from our Saviour's ' Obſervation 
that they would not be converted by a Miracle, 
as he has expreſſed in his Parable, that “ if 
* they hear not Mo/es and the Prophets, neither 
* will they be perſuaded though one roſe 
* from- the Dead; or in other Words, the 
greateſt Miracle that can be wrought on Earth 
will not convince them of the Truth of Chriſ- 
tianity, and bring them to acknowledge their 
Meſſiah in his Reſurrection from the Dead, until 
they have firſt given their Attention to Moſes 
and the Prophets, foretelling that great Event, 
in their Deſcriptions of the Meſſiah with his 
Sufferings, and his Victory. 


Accordingly on this Foundation we may juſtly 
conclude their Converſion is not to be expected 
from a miraculous Interpoſition of Divine Power, 
but from the Opening of their Underſtandings, 
in the uſual Way of Divine Grace aſſiſting a 
faithful Application and Artention to Divine 
Truth, contained in the written holy Word of 


God. 


Hence it is that our Lord referred them for 
Satisfaction and Conviction concerning Himſelf 
and his divine Commiſſion, to that Fountain of 
divine Truth, when he tells them to * ſearch 
& the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have 
« eternal Life, and they are they which teſtify 
% of me” as neceſſary to bring you to it, by 
accompliſhing your eternal Salvation for you. 
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For this ſame Purpoſe our Lord himſelf in Per- 
| ſon, after his Reſurrection, declared the Neceſſity 
on of giving their Attention to the prophetick Writ- 
le, ings in order to inform clearly, and toconvert two - 
if of his doubting Diſciples, ** then ſaid he unto 
ier i « them, O Fools and flow of Heart to believe 
ole “ all that the PxoHETS have ſpoken ; ovonT 
the not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe Things, and 
th to enter into his Glory“ after his Sufferings ? 
i- i © And beginning at Moſes and all the Prophets, 
eit “ he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
til “ the Things concerning Himſelf,” The Mi- 
en ncle at that Time was before their Eyes, yet 
nt, Wl they did not perceive it, until “ their Eyes 
nis “ were opened, while he opened to them the 
* Scriptures.” Obſerve alſo Luke xxiv. 41—45. 


ly The like Obſervation does occur upon the 
ed Converſion of St. Paul, and the ſame Method 
er, N of convincing him of the Truth of our Lord's 
7s, divine Commiſſion and Character in the Perſon _ 
of the Meſſiah, was obſerved towards him, as 
ne I he declares to the Corinthians, for I delivered 
of W © unto you rixsT of ALL that which I aLso 
* RECEIVED, how that Chriſt died for our Sins 
„ ACCORDING to the SCRIPTURES.” 


Buy theſe Inſtances we ſee that the Evidence of 
of che Divine Law, given to the Nation of Hrael, 
Hh may not be ſuperſeded by the Evidence of the 
. Goſpel Revelation, until it does clearly appear 
to them from the Law and the Prophets, that 
the Law,” as St. Paul has expreſſed it, © was 
C4 % our 


« our Schoolmaſter to bring us unto- Chriſt that 
“we might be juſtified by Faith.“ 

The foregoing Diſpenſation of the Law, un. 
der a rigorous Diſcipline, pointed forward to the 


merciful Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, that we 
might be ſaved by Faith in a cruciſied Saviour. 


Arguments concerning 


Upon this Principle all the Arguments of St. 
Paul, to convert the Jews and, the Gentiles to 
embrace the Chriſtian Faith, do proceed, reſting 
in the firſt Place upon the general Hope of all 
Mankind, to ſurvive their temporal Death in a 
future State; and after ſhewing how unable 
Men are by their own Works and Wiſdom to 
attain this Purpoſe of their Happineſs, either in 
this World or the next, he refers them in due 
Proceſs of Argument to the prophetick Writings, 
which give a clear Account of the original 
Cauſe of the Miſeries of this eyil World, and 
foretel the happy Concluſion of them in due 
Time, when all diſtinctions between Jews and 
Gentiles are taken away, on their Minds being 
thoroughly enlightened, their Underſtandings 
emancipated from Error, and their Affections 
reconciled to the divine Laws of the Goſpel, 
in due Obedience to the Prince of Peace. 


The Arguments of the Apoſtle, to the Jews 
and Gentiles in his Epiltles, are full and perfect 
for that Purpoſe, and remain with us to be ap- 


lied to it; they teſtify and point out the Evi- 


dence by which their Converſion is to be at- 


_ tempted, and at length accompliſhed. 


The 
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lat The Error of that People, miſled by their 

own Way of reaſoning, and by their Obſtinacy 
n. perfiſting ſo long in it, aroſe from their Expec- 
he tation of the external Magnificence of their 
ve Meſſiah, when he came to make his firſt Ap- 
WW pearance among them. At that Time their 
Subjection to the Power of a mighty Empire 
that ruled deſpotically over them, contributed 
e fix their Thoughts upon a Deliverer, with a 
'S temporal Sword, to. reſtore the Kingdom again 
unto Jrael. They were wiLFUL to reject the 
Teſtimony of Moſes and the Prophets foretelling 
the Humiliation and Sufferings of the M*/iab 


. neceſſary to obtain a Conqueſt over their ſpi- 
in . 5 x 
e Wal Enemies, from whoſe Tyranny they were 


not ſo anxious to obtain a Deliverance as from 
de worldly Enemies, and preſent Miſeries of 
4 dis Life, which is, according to the uſual Weak- 
neſs of our Nature, ſtruggling under the Op- 
4 picffion of Satan, Sin, and Death, and yet 
more eager and attentive to compaſs ſome {mall 
earthly Comfort, than to ſhake off our Bondage 
under thoſe ſpiritual Enemies, from whence all 
our Wretchedneſs is derived. When the Un- 
derſtandings of the Jews are awakened, and 
their Eyes opened to receive Conviction from 
hes and the Prophets, in Contradiction to 
t their Rabbinical Traditions and Comments, their 
A cknowledgement of the Meſſiah in his Suffer- 
gs and Conflict will prepare them to enjoy his 
Conqueſt and Victory, and thereby lead them 
into the Hope of thoſe glorious Promiſes which 

f are 
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are made to them upon their Converſion to the 
Faith of a crucified Saviour; when they come 
to look upon him whom they have pierced,” 
they will ſee, that by his Humiliation he is 
exalted, and from his taking the human Nature 
in it's Weakneſs, and by it triumphing over 
Satan, Sin, and Death, he accompliſhed what 
is foretold of him in the Law and the Prophets, 
he is proved to be the Meſſiah ; for to this Pur. 
poſe he is deſcribed by T/aiah, who begins his 
Character of Deſcription with his Entrance into 
the Weakneſs and Infirmity of human Nature, 
© Unto us a Cuil is born,” then follows the 
Expreſſion of his divine Original, © unto us a 
« Son is given,“ and in Conſequence of the 
Union, the exalted Privileges of his Birth-right 
are declared, and the Government ſhall be Mow 
* upon his Shoulder, and his Name ſhall be call- Wha 
c ed Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, Wef 
the Everlaſting Father, the PRINCE of Peace. MP; 


The Sum of the Apoſtle's Argument is to {Mz 
prove, that Mankind in general, eus and Wal 
Gentiles, when they are judged by their Works, If. 
can have no Title to be approved righteous in de! 
the Sight of God; they are all fallen ſhort of it, W * 
and are ſelf-condemned by their own Conſciences Why 
diſapproving their wicked Lives, whether they Nane 
be Jews, who have the written moral Law given pre 
by Divine Authority for their Rule of Life, ot WRe 
whether they are Gentiles, who have this Law NM. 
written in their Hearts, diſcovering it to them Wear 


by the natural Conſtitution of their Bodies and Wer 
Minds: 


. = — 4 + GS Aa - VV _ — — — — 
— —O—O———/w—_—_——_— — ————r—j—jꝙ— ̃ — —— — — 


... ²˙-i ü . »ͤö ̃7⁵— . ˙ V 8 ]⅛ð . AA — — —— — — 
— —— * __ - * 


| the Jewiſh Controverſy. 43 
Minds: In this miſerable Eſtate of - ſinful 
retchedne(s, the whole World groaned under 
he Tyranny of Satan, Sin, and Death, until it 
leaſed God, in the Fulneſs of Time appoint- 
d for it, to ſend forth his Son, as he had pro- 
iſed, a Deliverer, to bruiſe the Head of the 
Serpent ,, which our Saviour accompliſhed. in 
is Life, his Sufferings, his Death, and Reſur- 
eRtion, thereby introducing the ſpiritual Law 
f his Goſpel to take Place of the old Law of 
'orks, in due Order of Precedence ; by eſta- 
biſhing Righteouſneſs in the Hearts of Men 
purified through Faith, and ſubmitting them- 
elves in Obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
pon Acknowledgement of the abſolute Inſuffi- 
ciency of Man to arrive to his Happineſs by his 
wn Strength or Wiſdom, it follows he can 
have no Hope to attain it but by the Mercy 
of God, according to his- Promiſe, that great 
PRoMisE, the F1RST general Promiſe which 
to {Mas given to Man, for his Support in his 


the 
me 


J 
0 


1d fallen State, to which all the sussEOUENT 


s, Nromiſes are referred, as being in their Order 
in N derived from it. | 
t, The Jewifb Religion was apparently deſigned, 
es by the Inſtitution of the Moral Law, to promote 
and preſerve the Happineſs of Men in this 
preſent Life, which End it could not attain by 
Reaſon of the natural original Corruption of 
Mankind, yet if this Deluſion of ſeeking after 
earthly Happineſs, and reſting entirely upon 
enſual Gratifications, does prevail with many, 
| | to 
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to be content to cut off all Hope of Heaven, ct 
of another World, and to live through the Va. 
nity of their Minds in the Pleaſures of their 
Bodies ; into ſuch Perſons the Chriſtian Religion 
can find no Entrance; it muſt fare now as it 
did on it's firſt Appearance under the preaching 
of the Apoſtle, who made Converts only of © x 
„ many as were ORDAINED to eternal Life, who 
& BELIEVED, where the Word ordained, accord- 
ing to the Import in the original Text, ſignifies, 
that ſuch Men only BELIEVE D, who ſtood in or. 
der, with Looks and Expectations to ſurvive this 
miſerable World in a better one. In this View 
of the Controverſy, there would be no Difference 
between the Jews and the Reſt of Mankind 
who worſhip one Gop, (and how can Fes be 
converted by cs?) if they did all equally hold 
by the Moral Law, as ſufficient to lead them to" 
Happineſs ; they are all under the Sentence of ab 
it condemned, for“ by the Dzzps of the Lau 
« there ſhall be no Fleſh juſtified in his Sight; A 
no Man's Conſcience can anſwer truly to him, if 
it acquits him from all Blame in his moral Duty 
to God, his Neighbour and himſelf, and there * 
is no Promiſe of heavenly Happineſs belonging] 
to the Obſervance of that Law; then of Courſe Sa 
the Difference between the Chriſtian and them 
Jeu, appears, by the former betaking himſelf bi 
to learn the Spiritual Law of the Goſpel, from 
his heavenly Maſter, and making Confeſſion, I ii 
that he cannot abide the Sentence of the Moral a 
Lau, 
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, by which he is conſcious of his Guilt, and 
bes hope for Releaſe from it, with the Pardon 
f his Sins, and everlaſting Life, only by the 
erits and Mediation of his Redeemer. 


So that the Chriſtian does acknowledge fully 
the ru, the abſolute Neceſlity of performing 
hbedience to the Moral Law, and ſo far as he 
able he will endeavour to obſerve it, but 
e is ſenſible of his own Inability through the 
niginal Corruption of his Nature, (which the 
does not conſider ; the Heathen Philoſopher 
d not know; and the modern Infidel Philoſopher 
wil not confeſs ;) he knows that he has often 
tanſgrefſed that Law, and by the evil Habit con- 
ned in his Tranſgreſſion, is become ſtill more 
propenſe to ſinful Acts of gratifying or indulging 
old Mis Paſhons, and from this Slavery, under 
which he is held by the Enemy of his Soul, 

who firſt deceived and enſnared Mankind, he 
confeſſes he has no Strength of his own to eſ- 
cape, therefore he relies only on the Promiſe of 
God to deliver him from his Sin, the Tranſgreſ- 
lon of his Law, and from Death, the Puniſh- 
ment due to his Sin. 


Under this Conviction he hopes for his eternal 
dalvation, by following his Redeemer the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, the Deliverer, to learn from 
tim the Spiritual Law of his heavenly Kingdom, 
to be governed by his Authority, and to imitate 
„, his Example. He knows the uncertain miſe- 


al able Eſtate of this ſinful World, the Weakneſs 


7 and 
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and Frailty of his own Body and Mind, while h 
continues in it; but he is comforted with the 
Proſpect of enjoy ing perfect Eaſe and Happineſ 
upon his Removal into Heaven. —— Thoſe 
Reflections, which ariſe from the general Viey 
of the great Plan of our Salvation, as it wag 
conducted and executed by the Author and 
Finiſher of our Faith, according to the holy 
| Scriptures, are neceſſary to be ſuggeſted to the 
Fews, before the Application of the particular 
Prophecies which deſcribe the Meſſiah. For it 

is fit they ſhould firſt No. THEMSELvVEs before 
they can come to acknowledge Him, and be 
perſuaded. how much every Man, a wretched 
Sinner, ſtands in Need of a Saviour. — (Sf 
P/al. xlix.) 


Under this Condition of being thoroughly 
convinced of our natural Poverty and Inſuffi- 
ciency to help ourſelves, or to help one another, 
eſcape the Puniſhment due to our Wickedneſs, 
and to obtain that Happineſs which every Man 
muſt wiſh to arrive at, we ſhall quickly diſcern 
how aptly. the Prophet has ſpoken of our Sa- 
viour's Appearance in the World, when he ſaid 
of him, Hag. ti, 7. the Deſire of all Nations 
« ſhall come.“ 


The Jews, no Doubt, are like to be 3 
alarmed, as if ſome mighty Change, ſome great 
Revolution were to happen in their Principles of 
Religion on embracing Chriſtianity, as though 
they would be required to renounce what they 


have believed and received by divine Authority, 
before 
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e bre they can be baptized into Chriſt : But 
the Apprehenſion is falſe, and has no Ground 
ne ftand on but what is ſuggeſted by their own 
hoſeMWmagination ; for the Moral Law remains in 
eybl Force, as it was delivered from Mount 
ai, a fiery Law,” (Deut. xxxiii. 2.) to 


Was ; 
and age and condemn the Jew, who is not able 
one perform a perfect Obedience to it, ac- 
thefWoding to the ſtrict Terms of the firſt Cove- 


unt; but the Chriſtian is releaſed from the Se- 
erity of the Old Law, by Faith in his Re- 
kemer, who took it out of his Way, “ nailing 
it to his Croſs, and thereby paying in his 
dead the Penalty*of it. The New Covenant: 
f Grace © which was eſtabliſhed on better 
romiſes, has made us free from the Olo Law 
f Sin and Death, under which we were bound 
ithout any Hope of Relief by ourseLves. 
What is it then which continues to divide 
d ſeparate Mankind into various Tribes all 
World over? It is the Artifice of our ſpi- 
tual Adverſary, in various Diſguiſes, ſuggeſted 
o betray us from what the Apoſtle has termed 
the Simplicity that is in Chriſt,” 2. Cr. xi. 3. 
When Men come to underſtand their plain, un- 
llguiſed, ſimple Intereſt, in it's proper Light, 
ewing their Happineſs in this World, and the 
ch ert connected with it, all Diſtinctions of Jew 
at ad Gentile will ceaſe, or as the Apoſtle has ex- 
of reſſed it, © there is neither Greek, nor Jew, 
21 W' Circumciſion or Uncircumciſion, Barbarian, 
Hibian, Bond nor Free, but Chriſt is all, in 
„ Al.“ Col. iii. rt, 
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when their Attention is firſt gained (if it m 


Nations, and then ſhall the End come.“ 


The foregoing Reflection upon the two ( 
venants are digeſted in the Form of the Un 
ſal Catechiſm, which is annexed to the Preſa 
ry Dedication, or Addreſs to the Jews, and 
therefore fitting to be ſent into their Hand 


be) by the Addreſs. 
The next important Queſtion is, 


At what Time may their Converſion be 
pected? 


This Queſtion was put to our Lord himfelWrc 
by his Diſciples, juſt before he aſcended frot 
them on the Mount, for ſo it is expreſſed | 
other Words, Acts i. 6. Lord, wilt thou 
* this Time reſtore again the Kingdom to 
& rael ? and he ſaid unto them, it is not f. 
te you to know the Times or the Seaſons, whic 
« the Father hath put in his own Power.” 
Which Words preclude an Enquiry, to aſce 
tain preciſely at what Time this -great Ever 
may be expected, but conſiſtently with due R 
verence to the hidden Counſel of God, ini 
which we muſt not preſume to intrude, we al 
permitted to conſider what is revealed of t 
Preparatory Events, which foreſhew, in d 
Order, the Approaches of it's Accompliſhmen 
To this purpoſe our Lord ſaid, Mat. xxiv. 1 
« And this Goſpel of the Kingdom ſhall H 
« preached in all the World for a Witneſs to a 


T 


* 
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The former Part of this Prophecy, which 
we ſee accompliſhed, by the Preachers of the 
Goſpel diſperſed all over the World, affords us 
anazing Proof of the Truth, and of the pre- 
alence of Chriſtianity, which has gained 
ground by Means not in their own Nature de- 
ſgned to promote it, but too often, no doubt, 
y thoſe evil Paſſions of Ambition and Avarice, 
hich have ſet the mighry Men of the World 
it Work, to extend their own Dominions; yet 
nder their influence the Goſpel of Chriſt is 
reached, © as a Witnels to all Nations of the 
ue God, and the Dowafal*of Idolatry. 


But thoſe prophetick Words of our Saviour, 
nay be very properly underſtood to compre- 
end, chiefly, the pious and zealous Endea- 
ours of Chriſtian Miſſionaries, which have 
en diſperſed through ail the World, under 
e Influence and Support of Chriſtian Princes, 
We of religious Societies, inſtituted for the Pur- 
ſe of ſending forth Preachers to enlighten 
d make Converts among all Nations. 


The Deſign of promoting and propzgating 
te Chriſtian Faith, by procuring the Goſpel to 
preached in all the World, as © a Witneſs 
to all Nations,“ has by the Words of our 
wiour his Sanction and Approbation, and 
peculiarly contribute, in due Order of 
tention, to ſet forward the Deſign for which 
ſpake to them, to ſhew his Diſciples and 
tir Followers, when the happy Reſtoration 
D of 
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of the Kingdom to Hall may be properly ex. 
pected. 


This Obſervation brings us to take Notice 
of another Mark given by the Apoſtle, in re. 
gard to the Time when this deſirable Converſ- 
on will take Place, which we find expreſfed by 
him, Rem. xi. 23. For I would not, Bre 
e thren, that ye ſhould be ignorant of thiz 
« Myſtery (leſt ye ſhould be wiſe in your out 
* Conceits.”) That Blindneſs in Part has hap- 
pened to 1/rael, until the fulnefs of the Gentil 
be come in: And- fo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved 
as it is written, There ſhall come out of $y 
« the Deliverer, and he ſhall turn away Ungod 
« lineſs from Jacob.“ 


This prophetick Declaration a 


mms — 


thoſe Circumſtances that foreſhew t 
this great Revolutio 
on the of the Jewiſh People to thi 
Chriftian Faith. The Apoſtle wrote this Epiſtl 
to the Chriſtian Converts at Rome, and le 
they ſhould think too highly of themſelves, 1 
intitled to the Privileges which the ancient eo 
ple of God enjoyed, he gives them Warning 
of this Danger, © I would not, Brethren, tha 
ye ſhould be ignorant of this Myſtery of Dif 
« vine Counſel, leſt ye ſhould be wiſe in you 
« own Conceits,” by ſuppoſing yourſelves | 

| due 
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hed with more Acuteneſs, or depth of Under- 
Hading, than the Jews, who reject the Terms 
the Goſpel Covenant: for this you are to 
10w, that Blindnefs in Part hath happened 
' unto Vrael, by their not attending to the 


true Character of the Meſſiah, until the Ful- 
I by * neſs of the Gentiles be come in to acknow- 
bre lege the, true God, and to forſake Idolatry ; 
mn and fo all Iſrael in their Tribes diſperſed 
"IF among the reſt of Mankind, ſhall be ſaved, 
ap on their Converſion to the Faith in Chriſt,” 


zit is written, „There ſhall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away Ungodli- 
nels from Jacob,” by forgiving their Sins, 
hen they come to embrace the Terms of the 
opel of Grace, which was publiſhed by our 
rd and his Apoſtles from Mount Sion, in 
ntradiſtinftion to the Law given at Mount 
mar, Iſai. ii. 3. For out of Sion ſhall go 
forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord 
from JERUSALEM,” 


(tec . 

the We may obſerve in the Courſe of Eccleſiaſti- 
vista Hiſtory, how the Times of the Gentiles 
elle been fulfilled, in the different Countries 


the World reſpectively enlightened, in ſuc- 
tding Centuries of the Chriſtian ra, by the 
-"W<achers of the Goſpel ; and ſo we know, that 
over Europe, Idolatiy has ceaſed; and in 
1 alſo, unleſs it may be in remote Parts of 
ich we are not particularly well informed, 
& Belief in one God does prevail, or as a late 
1 of. Traveller 
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Traveller has expreſſed it, in ſpeaking of the 
Indian Prieſts, he ſays, © They agree in thoſe 
« Truths, which form the Harmony of the 
« Univerſe, that there is one Supreme God, 
% and that he is beft pleaſed with Charity and f 
« good Works.” — The like Obſervation does I *| 
occur in regard to Africa, where the Chriſtian Pe 
Religion was introduced in the earlieft Ages of WM © 
it, and does ſtill prevail to baniſh Idolatry, tho th 
it was corrupted, as in A, by the Impoſtor il I 
Mahomet. th 


All over the great Continent: of America, ve pj 
know that Chriſtianity has now overthrown the 
Temples of Idols. It is true, an Objection 
does occur in regard to Idolatry, that it does cht 
ſtill remain among the wide extended Domini- 


ons of the Romiſh Church; bur ia this reſpett 50 
it does not differ from the Jewiſh corrupted 10 
Church, in the State it remained after the Days pre 
of Solomon, until the return from the Babylo- Ey 
niſh e Eby Jews did then, as tha |. 
Roman Catholicks do now, profeſs to believe p,, 
only in one God, but they both have been guil on- 
ty in like Manner of worſhipping, him, wit We 
inferior Lord Deities, or Saints, contrary t ſur 
the expreſs Declaration of his Word, made all der 
againſt Images, and their, worſhipping them. 1 2 

The Seaſon of the perfect Accompliſhmen 1 
of what our Lord has ſaid concerning the Reſt wil 


ration of the Kingdom to T/rael, can be on Tit 
known to his All-ſeeing Eye, who has all Nati 
O 
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onsof the Earth under his immediate Obſerva- 
tion: But thoſe great Movements which have 
been made towards introducing that Event, ac- 
cording to prophetick Evidence, by the Down- 
fall of Gentile Idolatry, ſo far as we can obſerve 
all the World over, may ſerve to raiſe our Ex- 
pectation, and to encourage our Endeavours for 
contributing our Aſſiſtance in the Recovery of 

the Fewtſh Nation to the true Faith of Abraham, 
Jac, and Jacob, who had the Promiſes, that in 
the Meſſiah deſcending from them, All Nati- 
« ons of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed.” This 
Bleſſing implies, in due Conſequence, the hap- 
py Circumſtances of that People, when they are 
again exalted in the Divine Favour, to become 
the Inſtrument of uniting all Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Power under his Government, who will 
bring Truth, Peace, and Righteouſneſs to flou- 
iſh over afl the Earth; and what amazing 
Proof is given, by Demonſtration to our bodily 
Eyes, of the Comprehenſion and Diſcernment of 
the Spirit of Prophecy, when we ſee the Fewiſh | 
People preſerved, in Diſperſion among all Nati- 
ons, ſtill remaining a peculiar People, for the 
Work of Divine Providence. Thus to give Af- 
ſurance, that as ſo many Ages ſince the Words 
were ſpoken bear Teſtimony to the Truth, 
That Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of the 
* Gentiles,” ſo it muſt certainly follow, that it 
will be no longer trodden down than © until the 
Times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,” 


24 The 
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The Light of Prophecy may ſerve yet farther 
to conduct us, in obſerving another Mark of 
the Time approaching for the Converſion of the 
Jewiſh Nation, and of the true Faith in Chriſt 
prevailing over all the World. | 


The Impoſture of falſe Keligion, which has 
been for many Ages ſupported, over a very great I gh 
Part of Mankind, under the Influence of the N ye 
Romiſh Church, has viſibly declined, in it's el 
Power to retain it's Votaries ſince the Reforma. I kn. 
tion began, and the Holy Scriptures were laid i ;. , 
open, to convey the Truth into the Minds of em 
Men, as it is written in the Word of God. We MW yh 
do not yet ſee a perfect Accompliſhmeat of what by 
is prophetically delivered, concerning the abſo- La 
lute Suppreſſion of the temporal and ſpiritual WM bei 
Tyranny exerciſed over the Kings of the Earth, 
who ſubmitted their Power to the Nead of that 
corrupted Church : But we ſee very great Ad- 
vances are made by them to ſhake off altogether 
any Subjection to his Mandates, except what b 
they think, for the preſent, neceſſary to their } 
own temporal ſafety; ſo that Faith has but lit. I - 
tle or no ſhare in promoting their Obedience to 


the Father of the Romiſh Church, . 


But there is yet much farther a viſible Revo - e 
Jution in the Power exerciſed formerly by the e 


Pope; for the Order of the Jeſuits was inſtitut- fal 
ed and encouraged in Aid againſt the encreaſing 6h 
Defection from the Papal Dominion, occaſioned 5 


by the Reformation, but their Aſſiſtance, and 
| unwearied 
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unwearied Labours throughout the World have 
proved deceitful to the Roman Pontiff; for they 
had gradually uſurped and transferred into their 
own Society under the Command of their Ge- 
neral, that Power which they profeſſed to main- 
tain for the Honour and Intereſt of the Popes ; 
they became able to withſtand their Mandates, 
when they did not chuſe to obey them, and 
were Maſters in conducting the political Coun- 
ſels and Intrigues of thoſe Sovereigns who ac- 
knowledged Obedience to the See of Rome. It 
is well known how thoſe Fathers the Jeſuits had 
employed, for their Purpoſes, all the Power 
which is at this Time amazingly ſtruck down, 
by a Perſecution hot as Fire, yet juſtified by the 
Laws of God and Man : Even the Pope himſelf, 
being under Alarm as a temporal Prince, hath 
withdrawn his Protection from the Order, and 
diſſolved that Society. | | 


But how long diſtant it may he yet, before 
all the prophetick Images may be accommodated 
by the Events, to the fallen Grandeur of the 
Roman See, we cannot pretend to determine; 
ſo much as we have now obſerved is clearly 
viſible, and by Example before us of the blaſt- 
ed Tyranny of the Jeſuitical Qrder, as having 
exerciſed their unlimited Power under the Co- 
vering of “the Whore,” or the Impoſture of 
falſe Religion, according to the prophetick 
Style, we have a lively Preſage of what is far- 
ther to be expected from thoſe Princes of the 
Earth, “ who ſhall hate the Whore, and ſhall 
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„. make her deſolate and naked, and burn her i 

e with Fire;” a Sentence almoſt literally exe. fo 

cuted upon thoſe pretended great Champions of ex 

the uſurped Hierarchy of Rome. Ch 

What other Signs are viſible to give Warning N 

of that Event, the Converſion of the Jews, may | 

not be fit for us td determine; but the great Ml ch 

Commotions that are now in the World, may WW rea 

be preparatory Steps, according to the Methods | 
which are deſigned to introduce it, by Divine 

Wiſdom and Providence. h 


There is another Queſtion that may ariſe Ml yh 
concerning the PLace where the true Chriſtian ¶ nc 
Church may be found, to which the Jew! En 
Nation will be reconciled on their Baptiſmal pio 
Entrance into the Faith in Chriſt. wh: 


This Enquiry is not material, in Regard to adc 
the moſt important Queſtion reſting to the nt) 
Means of their Converſion, for theſe will ever I tier 
remain ſufficient in the Holy Writings, howſo- Nh 
ever any particular Church or Nation where the I the 
Fews are, may become corrupt or apoſtate, by N ſuit 
delerting from the Truth, or acting contrary to *8 
it. or 


But this Enquiry, about the Place, will be 
needful to us, who might wiſh to be inſtrumen- 0 
tal in that good Work. This Queſtion, if it is IM.” 
to be conſidered by the Members of the Engl; 01 
Eſtabliſhed Church, muſt be anſwered under 1 
two Heads. 8 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, To ſhew what Reaſon there may be 
found, under that eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, to 
expect the Jews would prefer it to that of other 
Churches, which do likewiſe bear the ſame 
Name of Chriſt's Church. 


| Second, Whether the Alliance between the 
Church and Civil State of theſe Kingdoms, can 
reaſonably give them any Cauſe of Offence ? 


The Matter of the firit Queſtion is abun- 
dently diſcuſſed, and the Excellency of the 
Englib Liturgy maintained in ſeveral Diſcourſes, 
which are publiſhed, as, * An Explanation 
and Defence of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, ' written by a late moſt venerable, 
pious, and learned Father in that Church; to 
which Nothing need, nor, perhaps, can be well 
added, to convince impartial Minds of the Pu- 
ity of that Service, as conſiſtent with the an- 
tient pure ſpiritual Worſhip of the Temple, for 
which the Pſalms of David were dictated, as 
they are now applied in our daily Worſhip, and 
ſvitably to the great Feſtivals of the Chriſtian 
Church. This Treaſure is prepared andlies ready 
for the Hands of the Jewyb People, when they 
may enter into our Churches, where the Holy 
deriptures, the lively Oracles of Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom, which were formerly committed to their 
Keeping, have taken a Poſſeſſion for them, and 
do invite them to come in. 


Such is the Fulneſs and Clearneſs of Divine 
gu which is provided in her Liturgy, 
and 
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and diſtributed by daily or weekly Diſcourſes 
among the Members of that Church, that in 
Regard to the Frequency and Eaſineſs of con- 
veying ſpiritual Wiſdom to her Children, the 
Way is open to the Jes by entering into it, to 
have the perfect Deſcription fulfilled in, them, ,, 
as it is given by the Prophet Jeremiah, xxxi. 34. 
« they ſhall teach no more every Man his 
* Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, ſay. 
« ing, Know the Lord, for they ſhall all know I th 
« me, from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt Fo 
© of them, faith the Lord. For I will forgive N vi 
„ their Iniquity, and I will remember their Sin of 

« no more, when they come to accept the r 
Terms of their Salvation as it is preached, thro' of 
Repentance and Faith in our Lord Jeſus, f 


As to the other Queſtion, whether the Al- MW*"* 
lance between the Church and the Civil Power, 
or State of theſe Kingdoms, can reaſonably give 3 
any juſt Cauſe of Offence, to confirm the Jews, 
who are among us, in their Prejudices againſt 
Chriſtianity ? 


We may venture to affirm it cannot, when 
that Alliance is maintained upon the Principle 
on which, by the original Conſtitution of the 
State, it is ſuppoſed to be reſted ; that is, on a 
full and perfect Acknowledgment of the ſu- 
preme Authority of the written Word of God. 
For the Era of the Reformation of Religion 
which gave Birth to the Engliſh Church, as op- 


poſed to the corrupted Romiſb Church, does allo 
mark 
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mark out the Period when the preſent political 
Conſtitution of the State in proper Alliance with 
the Church, did likewiſe commence. The 
Authority of the Holy Scripture accompliſhed 
the Reformation of Religion, and on that Au- 
thority the Support of the Ciyil Power is given 
conſiſtently to it. 


The Moral Law of Divine Obligation with 
the Jews, as it is with us, is ſuppoſed to be the 
Foundation of all Laws in the State, and the 
whole Body of our Juriſprudence is made up 
of Deductions from that Law, according to the 
various Demands for attending to the Neceſſities 
of the civil Order of the State. 


In Proportion to that Attention which has been 
piven to the Study of the Moral Law, and to 
the Wiſdom of political and moral Obſervations 
contained in the Hebrew Scriptures, which have 
been well known to the Legiſlators of theſe 
Kingdoms, (at leaſt ſince the Time of the Re- 
formation,) our Inſtitutions of political Wiſdom 
re intitled to the greater Commendation, above 
what may be found in other Countries. 


But it is not to be diſſembled, there is a 
Danger in this Alliance, that the Temporal 
Power may invade or uſurp an Authority above 
the Word of God: It is grievous to point out 
the Inſtance of it; but what Good can ariſe 
from diſowning what cannot be pardoned by 
Him, unleſs it is confeſſed; and it is the Duty 
if every Perſon, who can obſerve it, to lament 

| A 


8⁰ "Arguments concerning 


a publick Offence, committed againſt the Au- 
thority of Divine Command. 
It is not the Buſineſs of this Enquiry to 
repreſent the Guilt of private Tranſgreſſions 
againſt the Seventh Commandment. It is well 
known by the Ggſpel, that Sin which is forbid. MW E 
den in the Law under the Puniſhment of Death, ¶ th 
does exclude alſo from the Kingdom of Heaven, Wl © 
and therefore, conſiſtently with the Moral Law MW A 
delivered to the Fews, on which, as we have ob- 29 
ſerved, our Juriſprudence is founded, no Reaſon I fe 
can be aſſigned why Adultery ſhould not be ad. Ml I. 
Judged a capital Offence by the Laws of the T. 
Land. in 


Our Saviour in | Regard to 2 captious hypo- C 
critical Accuſation brought by the Scribes and 


Phariſees, tempting him to tranſgreſs the Law, of 
when they had ſet a Woman before him who bis 
had been taken in Adultery, and were hindered, MW & 
by their own Conſciences, to caſt a Stone at his 
her as he had deſired) ſays to her, . hath no | 
* Man condemned thee” to Death, “ neither tak 
e do I condemn thee'' to Death, having no tro 
Power as a Judge or Magiſtrate to inflict that of 
Puniſhment upon thee, © Go and fin no more,” ¶ luti 
but repent of your Wickedneſs, and refo | 
your Life, which Anſwer is according to th co. 
merciful Terms of his Goſpel of Grace. mir 


This Inſtance gives no more Indulgence . cla 
the Sin of Adultery, than our Lord's Anſwer i Ver 
another Caſe does to the Breach of the eight by 


Commandment 
| 


— 
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Commandment, when he anſwered a Man, who 
complained to him for Redreſs on being de- 
frauded by his Brother, who made me a 
« Judge, or a Divider over you?“ 


FP 


No Examples which occur in the Sacred 
Hiſtory can be alledged to give Countenance to 
the Sin of Adultery. In the Patriarchal State, 
* where no Law is, there is no Tranſgreſſion.“ 
After the Law is given, no Precedent can juſtify 
againſt a poſitive Law. But under that imper- 
fect State of Divine Government by the Moral 
Law, there was no poſitive Command in direct 
Terms againſt Polygamy, which therefore came 
in by Indulgence as uncondemned; as in the 
Caſe of David; but he is a moſt eminent Ex- 
ample in ſuffering, by the immediate Judgment 
of God, the moft dreadful Afflictions, both in 
his own Perſon and in his Family, which were 
expreſsly declared to have come upon him for 
his Sin of Adultery. 


In the Caſe of Solomon, his Polygamy, by 
taking ſtrange Wives, contrary to the Law, in- 
troduced him and his People to the Commiſſion 
of thoſe Sins which brought on the final Diſſo- 
lution of the Few!/b State. 


Our Saviour in his Goſpel, which is the true 
Comment on the Law, has abſolutely deter- 
mined both Caſes, in Regard to the Licence 
claimed under that Law for Polygamy and Di- 
vorces, When the Queſtion was put to him 
by the Phariſees tempting him to ſpeak ſome- 
| what 
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what againſt that Law, © and ſaying to him, is 
& it lawful for a Man to put away his Wife 
« for every Cauſe? and he anſwered, and ſaid 
“ unto them, have ye not read, (Gen, i. 2). 
„ and ii. 24.) that he which made them at 
te the Beginning, made them male and female,” 
and ſo they continue to grow up, according to 
the original Intention of their Creation, in 
equal Numbers of Males for Females, and 
& ſaid, for this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave Father 
« and Mother, and ſhall cleave to his Wife, 
& and they TWAIN ſhall be one Fleſh, where- 
4 fore they are no more TWAIN, but one Fleſh, 
% what therefore God hath joined together, let 
* not Man put aſunder.” Such is the original 
ſacred Inſtitution of Marriage, between one 
Man and one Woman, and of Courſe Polygamy, 
or an arbitrary Divorce, is againſt the moral 
Law of Nature, or the Law of God in his 
Creation. They ſay unto him, why did 
« Moſes then command to give a Writing of 
« Divorcement, and put her away ? He faith 
& unto them, Moſes becauſe of the Hardneſs of 
&« your Hearts, under that imperfect Law of 
„Moral Obligation, © ſuffered you to put 
©« away your Wives, and of Courſe to take 
others in their Place, but from the Beginning 
„ it was not ſo, and” to prohibit the Sin by 
his Authority in direct ſpecial Terms, he adds, 
© ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall put away his 
© Wife, except it be for Fornication, and ſhall 


* marry another, committeth Adultery, and 
| « whoſo 
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« whoſo marrieth her which is put away, doth 
commit Adultery,” upon whatſoever Cauſe 
ſhe may be divorced. 


When the Parties are capable of being exa- 
mined upon Oath in the Courts of Judicature, 
they are alſo capable of entering into the Obli- 
gation of a Marriage Contract, which is an 
Oath ratified by folema Vows in the Divine 
Preſence. 


The Union of the Parties howſoever diſad- 
yantageous in temporal Views, cannot be diſ- 
ſolved from the Weight of ſuch Conſiderations, 
for, by the divine, abſolute Determination, 
there is no Room left for caſuiſtical Exceptions; 
there is only one Exception, which is expreſsly 
made in the Publication of the Law, for the 
Cauſe of a Divorce, on Account of Fornication, 
ind in this Caſe the effending Party is precluded 
lrom an After-marriage. 


The political Wiſdom of the State, may in- 
fit Puniſhment by temporal Diſadvantages on 
the Parties who contract imprudent Marriages, 
that is, on Terms contrary to their Deciſions ; 
but if the legiſlative Power of the State does 
proceed yet farther to pronounce the Con- 
tat NULL and voip, and to ſet the Parties 
tee for an Afrer-marriage, the Conſequence is 
trident, that ſuch Deciſion implies a preſump- 
luous Exertion of Temporal Power againſt 
Vivine Authority, thereby withdrawing and 
d Mining the Protection of Divine Power and 
0 | Providence 
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Providence as neceſſary for the Support of the 
Conſtitution of the State; the well-being of 


which, by ſuch Act, is placed alone in the 
Strength of it's own Hand. 


The Cauſes of Separation between married] 
Parties, may be numerous, and do not concern, 
our Enquiry, . But it is of late Years only (as 
obſerved by a learned Commentator on the 
Laws of England) Divorces from the Bond of 
Matrimony have been granted by the Act ol 
Parliament; and of late Years, it may be obſery 
ed, that a ſcandalous Lewdneſs in both Sexe 
has appeared, with ſuch Indecency, or Levity 
or Indelicacy, in contracting, or difannulling 
Matrimonial Engagements, as are not conſiſtent 
even with the Manners of a civilized Nation. 


But the great Offence of annulling a Contra 
in Contradiction to Divine Command, may b. 
- agravated yet farther by another, which perhap 
has not appeared under legal Sanction, amon; 
any People, in a Heathen or Chriſtian Societ 
until of late Years, that ſundry Parties guilt 
of Adultery with each other, in breach of law 
ful Contracts of their firſt Marriages, have bee! 
ſet free under legal Protection, impowering tl 
Adulterer to marry the Adultreſs, and pre 
nouncing their Iſſue legitimate in the Eye 


e rel 

the State. take 
This enormous Violation of all Order, do i 
not deſerve to be rebuked by the Authority « E. 
Mes t 


Holy Scripture, it is ſhocking to Humanity. 
wie 


cel 
th 
pr 


Joe 
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What diſmal Conſequences muſt ariſe from 
ſuch unaware Conceſſions, may be too vilible, 
and too much felt to need Deſcription. 


With regard to publick Concerns, when the 
Minds of Men become apoſtate, or alienated 
from Divine Truth, dangerous high Conceits 
muſt of Courſe take place in them. Under 
ſuch an evil Diſpoſition, the Men of exalted Sta- 
tions in Life ar? tempted to attribute a fort of 
Omnipotence to the Counſels and Deciſions of 
the State; and on the contrary Part, the lower 
Ranks are tempted to withdraw all Reſpect for 
the Authority of Government taking too much 


upon itſelf; but they expect inconſiſtently more 


Peace, Plenty, and Proſperity from the Hands 
of their Governors, than this World can afford. 

The Rulers of the Nation have blame for. what 
Evil may come upon it by the juſt Judgmenc 
ad Providence of God, whick is overlooked 
nd diſowned ; and, for Example, inſtead of 
emperance and Moderation of Appetite, in 
imes of general Scarcity, by defect in the uſual 
arveſts of the Earth, the Governors may be 
wied and cenſured unmercifully for the Dearth 
nd Scantineſs of Proviſion. 


kad Men are confident, becauſe they cannot 
e rebuked by religious Arguments, and ro 
dae a high Claim to publick, or what they call 
ariotic Virtue, they are moſt eager to get 
prermoſt 1 in Command, and make Harge Pro- 


ſes to find Remedies for all Complaints of the 
E People, 
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People, which they are perſuaded muft chiefly 
arife from the real Miſmanagement, or at 1 
the fancied Neglect and Oppreſſions of their 
Superiors. Their popular Leaders help to con. 
firm their Suſpicions, and incite them to pull 
down the Objects of their Envy, by taking the 
Reins of Government into their own Hands, 
thus to bring on a Diſſolution, to cure a Diſeaſe, 
and put an End to the Political Body in it's 
Conſtitution and Form. 


No political Argument can have the Effeq 
to compoſe a Phrenzy in the Minds of the Peo. 
ple who have loſt their Conſciences by the want 
of religious Principles, they cannot underſtand 
without ſome afliſtance, better than their own 
Way of reaſoning, how to diſcover that impor- 
tant Truth, that publick Virtue can never be 
found in thoſe Men, who have not private Vir 
tue derived to them, and implanted in their 
Minds by trae Religion; which is in other 
Words, a Man cannot have a fincere Love for 
his Country, who does not confſcientiouſl 
* fear God, and honour the King,” by du 
Obedience to the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land 


Hence it is, that an exalted Degree of put 
lick Virtue is rarely to be found, as it require 
the utmoſt Perfection human Nature is capable 
of in Practice to arrive at it; for the beſt Me 
can do no more than Love his Neighbour Þ 
himſelf, which is all that the Command of Goc 


in the Law, and in the Goſpel does require 
Bu 
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But the ſpecious mocking Champions of falſe. 
Liberty for the People, do ſucceed, happily far 
their own Purpoſes, to perſuade thein, that they 
we them all, or every one of them ſeparately, 
much better than themſelves. 


With reſpect to private Life, the natural cor. 
pt Diſpoſition of Mankind, when it is un- 
1 by e will have like dangerous 


By want of Religion, Men are let looſe upon 
ne another to follow their Paſſions, and to oc- 
aſion every Diſorder in Society, which Envy, 
pride, Covetouſneſs, Luſt, and Fraud can art- 
ly produce. Among the uppermoſt Ranks 
f Men and Women, an unbounded Love and 
imiration of outward Ornaments, an unli- 
ited Perſuit of Pleaſure, Amuſement and Dil- 
pation, will every where appear. Extravagant 
wentions of Purveyors to gratify their Appe- 
res with novel Entertainments, will find fure 
eward, in giving all Opportunities, by Time, 
ace, ane Banqueting, to beget a high Degree 
J Eathuft aſm, for ſacrificing all ſerious Reflec- 
ns to the Enjoyment of ſenſual Gratifications. 


The younger Perſons of high Birth and For. 
ne, who are inſenſible of their own proper 
nportance in Life, having no good Impreſſions 
de upon their Minds by faithful InſtruQions, 
d ſuitable Examples to conduct them into the 
orld, are forward to learn by the worſt Ex- 
E 2 amples, 


ſquander their Time in a meer ſhuMe of Life, 


cerning their future Happineſs in this World, 
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amples, to keep at the greateſt Diſtance from alt 
valuable Improvements in true Wiſdom; they 


and by Levity in Dreſs, Converſation, and 
Action, diſclaim all ſober Reflections, even con. 


much leſs to ſhew the leaſt Appearance of any 
Thought. or Concern for the next. 


| 
} 
1 
| 
Among ſuch Perſons, an immoderate Expence Y 
in following their Pleaſures will naturally pro- ni 
duce a rage of Covetoufneſs, tempting them to 
enter into profligate Societies, with hope of ex- I 
rending or recruiting their Fortunes, where the ve 
Succeſs of happy Adventurers muſt of Courſq ro 
ariſe from the ruin of their Companions, whdiif th 


are often led by _ to end: Life by Suicide. Hof 
Or it may. be as uſual. in ſuch like Societie 
ſome Offence may happen to, provoke the Re rai 
venges of Envy and Pride, which at lengti he: 
brings on a Diſpute that muſt be ended ii ve 
Blood. No Deſcription can fully repreſent ti pre 
abandoned Situation of two Perſons, deliberat ¶ Du 
ly fandiog in Oppoſition, with Defiance off to1 
each other, to accompliſh the ſudden, abſoluti leac 
Deſtruction of their Bodies and Souls; in eageſ mei 
neſs to appeaſe the enraged [dol of falfe Honou C 
with the complicated Guilt of Murder and 8 Ty 
elde, and by wifi to the evil Spirit all hoſ ere 
of Happineſs in this World and the next, ; 


plunge inftantly along with him into everlaſli 
Perdition. G60 be merciful unto us, and dei 
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ver. theſe. Nations from the frequent” fearful 
Guilt of ſuch Blood, crying out of the . 
to halten forward the Ueſolation of them! 


Thoſe infectious and deſfruQtive — 
which appear among the higher Orders of Men, 
whoſe Perſons and Conditions in Life are beheld 
with Admiration by the lower Claſſes of the 
people, will have full Effect in propagating 
Wickedneſs and Irreligion among them: Idle- 
neſs and vicious Excels, ' in Perſuit of their 
Pleaſures, will produce open Violence, or ſecret 
Theft, to obtain a ſpeedy Supply; and their Co- 
vetouſneſs will beget fraudulent, unjuſt, treache- 
tous Practices, to circumvent one another in all 
the various: Branches of Trade e ane 
of Civil Life. eee 4 30 $0211 


God forbid i it ſhould be our Taſk to bring a a 
railing Accuſation againſt our Brethren, to lay 
heavy Charges of Guilt upon others, as if we 
were · ftee ourſelves, and ſo take Licence to re- 
proach or revile our Neighbours, when it is the 
Duty of every one among us, in in'thefirlt Place, 
to repent ol his own Sins, and by Example to 
lead his Wed into Confetl on and bo ee 
ment. * . 


This Talk i is not 450 indeed, as it requires 
much more Reſolution, with Patience and Per- 
ſeverance in well doing, to begin a Reformation 
in this Method, than to make an Attempt by 

_— vs we: ſerere 


— — —— 
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ſevere Strokes of ſatyrical Invectives to chaſtiſe 
and to laſh Men for their Vices. | 


The Method of ſatyrizing, with magiſterial 
ſevere Animadverſions on the Conduct of vicious 
Men, was properly adopted by the Poets and 
Philoſophers of the heather” World, who did 
employ their Wit to baniſh Vice by Ridicule, 
or by-repreſenting it as hateful and deſtructive 
to the preſent Happineſs of Mankind. Under 
the clear Revelation of the Goſpel, by which 
the true Way of Life is made known to us, no 
Man has any Authority, as of his own Suffi- 


cieney, to reprove or rebuke his Neighbour, ot 


to bring a railing Accuſation againſt him; for 
where the Rule is compleat, as it ſtands in the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, it is to be applied by his Au- 
thority, and the Command of the Apoſtle is to 


SG * F% 


44 fering and Doctrine. 7 2 Tim. iv. 2. 


A railing Accaſaten. or a Cenſure of. Ridi- 
cule, i implies a Claim of ſuperior Underſtanding, 
and a Freedom alſo from Vice or Folly, in him 
who aſſumes i in his own Name to reprehend his 
Neighbour, This Obſervation explains what 
St. Jude ſays, that even“ Michael the Arch- 
angel, when contending with the Devil, he 
4 durſt not bring againſt him a railing Accu- 
« ſation” in his 6wn Name, * but faid, the 
Lord rebuke thee.” 


Our Lord has ſaid, “ by this ſhall al Men 


* know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
« Love 


e 
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© Love one to another.“ Chriſtian Charity 
does not ſuffer this Love to be extinguiſhed, by 
the mutual Failings in our Duty to one another, 
or to that Society to which we belong; and 
therefore Reproaches and bitter Revilings are 
altogether inconſiſtent with our Chriſtian Cha- 
racter. 


It cannot be Abel nor ſufficiently Jament- 
ed, how much at preſent the Minds of Men in 
theſe Nations appear to be alienated from ob- 
ſerving that charitable Rule of Life; for we 
ſee, in Contradiction to it, a War of Envy is 
raging with the utmoſt Violence, to revile the 
Perſons, to blaſt the Names and Characters of 
all Men, who happen to be placed in any Rank 
of publick View, as fit Subjects for its malicious 
Revenges; Slander, Defamation, and bitter 
Ridicule, in daily Publications, have uſurped a 
Sovereignty over the Prefs, to provide Food for 
that moſt deteſtable Paſſion, Which brought Sin 
into the World © by the Envy of the Devil.“ 
And what Remedy appears in this ſad Caſe, to 
prevent the Blaſphemy, Treaſon, and Slanders 
which are daily propagated among us by incen ; 
diary Addreſſes? The Law of the Land will 
offer us Relief; but alas! the Protection of the 
Law will ceaſe, and can afford no Security to 


the Diſtreſſed, when the Reports of Conſcience 


are diſregarded, The general Want of Reli- 
gion will ſet bad Men free to practiſe all Arts of 
Fraud and Falſhood in their Defence, The 
Diftate of the Law may be calily evaded by the 

E 4 abel 
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ſubtil Resſoninge of artful Pleaders for Hire, 

who can explain away the Equity of it, 0 
eſtabliſh the Letter and the Form, and make it a 
. Skreen for Offenders. When the Fear of God 
has not a faſt Hold on the Minds of 'Men, who 
are called upon in his Name to bear Witnels, 
or to pronounce the Truth .as it is laid before 
them, the Sentence of the Law will be perverted 
from it's due Object; for inſlead of preſerving it's 
Subjects in all their juſt Rights of Life, Liberty, 
Character, and Fortune, it may become an In- 
ſtrument of cruel Oppreſſion. Crafty, covetous 
PraQtitioners, under the Sanction of the Lau, 
may exerciſe in this free Country a rapacious 
unrelenting Tyranny, more grievous to the 
Subject who is obliged to ſue to them for Relief, 
than what he would ſuffer in like Circumſtances, 
under the Rigour of Deſpotiſm eſtabliſhed, in 
other Countries, which profeſs to believe in the 
Name and Religion of Chriſt. 


If it may be aſked, How long a Community 
may ſubſiſt in preſtrving it's Form, or political 
Life, under ſuch DiorderF' as have now you 
deſcribed ? Avril a 


This Queſtion may be anſwered by another : 
How long may the Body of a very ſtrong Man 
continue to be abie to walk about, and miniſter 
to his Pleaſures, aſter he has got upon him the 
moſt dangerous Symptoms of a ſpeedy Diſſolu- 
tion, yet ſtil] proceeds to inflame his Blood with 
the Poiſon of Intemperance, and other VICIOUS 


Exceſſes + 


But 
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But although we are precluded by Divine Au- 

thority from hringing any railing Accuſation, yet 

proper Animadverſions on publick and private 

Miſcarriages, are neceſſary to preclude Inſenſi- 

bility of our Pg or Deſpair of our . 
ment. | 5 


We are much more apt, both in Aegud to 
the publick Safety and our own perſonal Con- 
dition, to become inſenſible of Danger ariſing 
from our evil Practices, than to be alarmed 
with' bad Conſequences that wy ** * ex- 
pected from them. 


The Appearance of outward Sheng Peace, 
Wealth, , and Proſperity in the State, bring 
along with them, to the Subjects of it, much 


Boldneſs, with Self- confidence in the Power of 
their oyn Hands, to defy all their Enemies, 
in like Manner, Health of Body, and Succeſy 
in. worldly Affairs, have great Effe& on the 
Minds of bad Men; they are apt. to create a 
compoſed Acquieſcence, or perfect Security, in 
Wickedneſs that does not immediately bring 
Vengeance upon them; for evil Habits harden 
Men in Tranſgreſſion, ſo that by Degrees they 
come into the miſerable Eſtate of thoſe Perſons 
deſcribed by the Apoſtle, “ who being paſt 
„feeling, have given themſelves over unta 
Laſciviouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with 
« Greedineſs.” Such is the Weakneſs of Mind 
| proceeding from Guilt, that“ becauſe Sen- 


* tence againſt an evil Work is not executed 
c Gy — 
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© ſpeedily, therefore“ reſting on this weak 
Argument, * the Heart of the Sons of Men is 
& fully ſet. i in them to do Evil,” 


Nor can there be any hetter Reaſon aſſigned, 

wh the Rebukes of Divine Truth expreſſing 
God's Diſpleaſure, and his eertain Purpoſe to 
puniſh obſtinate Sinners are heard by them with 
no good Effect, but becauſe they do not now 
ſee with their bodily Eyes, and fee] that r 
which is ready to ſall upon them. 


It is the Duty, however, of thoſe Perſons, 
who are appainted Watchmen for the Cure of 
Souls, evermore to apply the Remedy, and 
to rely upon it only, by the Word of God to 
% reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long Suf- 
ec fering and Doctrine.“ Though they may 
now ſee but little Succeſs,” they know not how 
foon greater Advantages may be gained, by his 
Blefling, in the Defence of Truth, and to dif: 
courage Wickedneſs. Good Men who are ear - 
neſtly and ſincerely engaged on the Side of true 
Religion, have no juſt Cauſe to deſpair, for 
they have Aſſurance, by the Word of Divine 
Truth, that. the Side oh which they contend 
will finally prevail, and therefore, in the mean 
Time, they Tk not be faint 1 in their Hearts as 
deſpairing of the Victory. 5 


When we conſult the ſacred 1 we 
mall find the Corruption and Degeneracy of 


Men in the laſt Days, or latter Times, are 
moſt. clearly foretold, and deſcribed Juſt as they 
| are 
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ite exemplified and diſcovered by our Know. 
ledge in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel Ages, or by 
our own Experience and Obſervation on the 
preſent Times, 


8 Human Foreſight i is l ee to ſearch 
, into the Depth of Divine Counſel, and to open 
, the Book of the Providential Govertiment of 
J 


Mankind, under” the Wiſdom of the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. The Circumſtances. of it's Deli- 
rery by the Son of God, the Oppoſition that he 
and his Meſſengers would meet with in executing 
tkeir-- Commiſſion for the Salvation of the 
World, the various deceitful Arts that would 
be practiſed through Hereſies and Schiſms in- 
rented and propagated by the great Enemy of 
Truth to obſtru it's Progreſs, are far above 
the Reach of human Underſtanding to conceive 
otherwiſe than by prophetick Revelation, which 
was given to prepare and perſuade the Servants 
of God to abide ſtedfaſt in their. Duty. 


We have certain Proof from hence, that 
Nothing has come in by Surprize to diſturb the 
Order of God's Providential Care of his Church, 
s he has prophetically given us the Hiſtory of 
s Perſecution, and the Conſequences ariling 
from the Oppoſiti Ition of its Enemies ; the Succeſs 
they have had in corrupting the Truth to de- 
ceive and betray Mankind, and that finally all 
their Attempts to ſuppreſs it will be unſucceſsful, 

ind true Religion will at length prevail over 
al the Artifice of it's Advorſaries, to bring in 
everlaſting 


Q << —_ iS fu io 


-@ > 
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Chriſt Jeſus 


ſundry great Events taking Place before it, in 


finally be derived by _— to “ all the Familie 


| ſurely there is no Nation upon Earth wher: 
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everlaſting Peace under the-Reign of our Del. Mee 
verer, the Captain of our — Our Lord to 


That happy Time of aniverfil Triumph! in 
which all Nations of the Earth will partake, is 
marked out in the prophet ick Writings, by 


the chronological, Order of their: Succeſſion, 


The laſt of theſe great Events, in Order of 
Time, is the Converſion of the Nation of Iſtur 
to the true Faith, as it is delivered in the Goſpe 
of their Mefliah ; and therefore all Nations ate 
concerned in looking to the Jews for that Bleſ 
ſing, which was originally promiſed, and muſt 


*« of the Earth. 2 


Wherever the Jews are altert. and continue of 
bid from other People, they remain 
wonderful Object of Admitation, to thoſe whc 
are inſtructed by Divine Wiſtom, to contem 
plate their Hiſtory in the ſacred Records; anc 


this Object ſhould- have more Attention give 
to it than in theſe Kingdoms, where grea 
AT the Jews have taken Refuge. th 


They are with us, as in other Places, living] at 
in the corrupt Manners of the World, prove! 
bially fond of Money, and accuſed of bad Art 
to acquire it. But after all that can be ſaid 1 
revile their Character, what better Account cal 
be given of us Chriſtians in a groſs Body? Dt 
* e 
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deli. ve in our Manners excel the Jews? It is much 
odo be feared, that the Apoſtle's Queſtion muſt 
n Truth be anſwered at this Day juſt as he an- 
ſwered it, for the Jews, in Compariſon with the 
Gentiles, in his own Time, © what then are we 
better than they? No, in no wiſe:” We 
both hold by the Moral Law, which is of Di- 
fine Authority with us as with the Jews, and 
bat Profit have we made by the Inſtruction of 

it derived to us under the Light of the Goſpel ? 
Are we improved beyond them by having this 
glorious Privilege of that Light ſhining in it's 
Yb iightneſs upon us, which they have not ” 
come in to enjoy? 


By what has been already obſerved, there 
has been in theſe Kingdoms a. direct Invaſion 
] nade by Laws of the Land againſt the Authority 

of the Moral Law, and alſo of the Goſpel, and 
he Lives and Manners of the groſs Body of the. 
People correſpond , with the little Regard that 
has been ſhewn to Divine Truth. Hence it is, 
that if the Jews were to be converted by a na» 
J tional Example of a whole People, reformed | 
according to the Purity of the Goſpel Reve- 
lation, which by human Reaſoning might ſeem 
the moſt probable Way, there is no Appearance 
ing at preſent that any ſuch Example can be found, 
er at leaſt among us, to err that happy Effect. 


What Hope chen remains that the Attention | 
of the Jews ſhould be given in this Place to our 
D Recommendation of the Divine. Truth. and 
W Purity 
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Purity of the Goſpel, when the Fruits of it do 
not appear, in the Purity of our Lives and 
Manners, to invite them alſo to be Followers 
of their Meſſiah - our Lord Jeſus? We muſt 
confeſs it, that we are all guilty before God, 
both Jews and Gentiles are all concluded under 
Sin. 


But by this Confeſſion of our Miſery we muſt 
not be led to Deſpair. 'The Apoltle who has 
argued in this Manner, has not done it to make 
us hopeleſs of our Condition ; his Concluſion is 
otherwiſe intended, to preclude indeed all Claim 
of Merit in ourſelves, yet till to leave us in 
Hope of Mercy from the Goodneſs of God; 
and for this Purpoſe he does particularly direct 
our Attention to the future Reconciliation of 
the Jewiſh Nation, for God hath concluded 
« them all,” Jews and Gentiles, © in Unbelief, 
& that he might have Mercy upon all,” and ſo 
leave no Cauſe for the Jew to boaſt againſt the 
Gentile, nor the Gentiles againſt the cus, as 
St. Paul has abundantly argued for the Con- 
viction and Converſion of both in the eleventh 

Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans. 


If we take up the Proceſs of his Argument, 
as he has ſtated the Condition of the Fes and 
Gentiles reſpectively, in this great Controverly, 
. we ſee, by his Remarks, how this wonderful 
Diſpenſation of Divine Mercy has been con- 
ducted; firſt by the Jewiſh Nation, in the Bulk 


or * of i It, WS off from the true Faith, yet 
ſtill 
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a Remnant continued in it, to become the 
Inſtrument of converting the. Geniles- And 
gain, when this mighty Purpoſe is accompliſhed, 
the Fulneſs of the Gentiles coming in to em- 
race the Faith in the true God, and to forſake 
dolatry, the prophetick Hiſtorian concludes 
he Account with the entire. Converſion of the 
deut, by the Acknowledgment of their Maſiab 
1 the Deliverer our Lord Jeſus, „ and fo all 

* [rae] ſhall be ſaved, as it is written there 
' ſhall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and ſhall 
"IF turn away Ungodlineſs from Jacob; for this 
is my Covenant” of the Goſpel, delivered 
om Mount Sion, which they ſhall. acknowledge 
when I ſhall take away their Sins; as con- 
| <<rning the Goſpel” at preſent, * they are 
ed Enemies for your Sake,” taking Prejudice at 
© through their Jealouſy of you Gentiles coming 
nto Divine Favour to ſupplant them; © but 
0B as touching the Election, the called, choſen 
he Ir elect | Perſons among them, abiding in the 
e Faith of Abraham, © they are beloved for 
the Father's Sake; for the Gifts and Calling 
f God are without Repentance,” being always 
ufficient to produce the Effects he deſigned by 
em; „ for as ye“ Gemiiles..** in Times paſt 
nd have not believed God, yet have now obtain» 
„ed Mercy through their Unbelief,“ ſince the 
ul Preachers of the Goſpel have now turned from 
n- tem unto you, (As xiii. 46.) © even lo have 
Ik theſe” converted (Gentiles in their collective 


et ody alſo now ic not believed” according to 
ill the 


. 
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the true Faith of the Goſpel Revelation, but 
are miſerably corrupted both in their F aith ang 
Manners, *©* that through your Mercy,” leading 
the Way, when you Jews are converted to the 
true Faith, they alſo may obtain Mercy, 
after your Example entering fully into it, “ f 
« God hath concluded them all,“ Jews and 
Gentiles in Unbelief,” by the Wiſdom of his 
Diſpenſation opening the Way through thei 
PERVERSENESS in Unbelief, and making it the 
Occas10N or Inſtrument. © that he might hate 
« Mercy upon all.“ 


Then follows the triumphant Exnltation, « | 
Praiſe and Gratitude, ' ariſing from the Contem 
plation of this wonderful Diſcovery of Divina 
Wiſdom, Mercy, and Grace, as we find it ex 
preſſed in the elevated Strain 1 ths nein 
Writer: 


„ O the Depth of the Riches, both of 'the 
- 6 Wiſdom and Knowledge of God; how un- 
« ſearchable are his Judgments, and his Ways 
« paſt finding out! For who hath known 
« the Mind of the Lord, or who hath been his + 
« Counſellor ? or who hath firſt given unto him; 
« and it ſhall be recompenſed to him again? 
« For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, 
« are all Things, to whom be don te for ever, el 
« Amen,” . We! 


From this glorious pate. given to us by 
the Apoſtle, of that future bappy Time when J 
Ferws and Gentiles, the whole collectiye Body. ol 


M.,[ỹankind 
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Mankind are reconciled unto God under the Go- 
yernament of the Meſſiah our Lord Jeſus, what 
Comfort can ariſe to us in this corrupted Age? 
for to all Appearance it is yet many Ages diſ- 
unt from the Attainment of that Excellency 
in ſpiritual Wiſdom and Perfection; and of 
WCourſe we are fo far removed from that high 
 Wicgree of Peace and perfect Happineſs of the 
whole World, which is prophetically deſcribed 
and promiſed in the holy Writings, when the 
MWkeconciiation between God and Man is abſo- 
utely compleated. 


If we are moved however to give any Fur- 
terance, or to uſe our Endeavours for advanc- 
vg that great Deſign, we muſt conſider the 
olpect of it, in the Prophetick Hiſtory of the 
Vid and New Teſtament, as the Encourage- 
ent given to awaken our Attention, and to 
ncite our Addreſs and Application, to that 
un. Need Work. | 


2% 1t-is true, and it muſt he repeatedly con- 
need, that Infidelity, under a total Dilbelief, 
hisſÞr open Diſregard of revealed Truth ſeems to 


im, aye prevailed fo far among the groſs Body of 


in? e converted Gentiles, and even in theſe King- 
boms, that Religion, or at leaſt the Chriſtian 
eligion, does appear to have very little In- 
uence on the general Manners of the People. 


The want of ſound Principles in Religion, 
u introduced Errors alſo in Civil Policy, from 


hence Diſorders of every Kind may ariſe to 
| create 
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create ſtill greater Evils in Society, than what 
are now experienced ; which in due Time may 
proceed to ſuch Height, as will bring down 
the Judgment of God, for our Diſſipation and 
Deſtruction, as was heretofore the Caſe of the 
Jewiſb State. After this diſcouraging View o 
the preſent State of the World, we may be 
tempted to deſpair of better Times to enſue 
or rather perhaps be contented, as many Per 
ſons are, (eſpecially if we be well provided wit 
what we want for our preſent Eaſe and Indul 
gence,) to join in Ridicule of all Attempts tc 
make ourſelves or others better than we are 
as to religious Concerns, and to entertain al 
ſuch Projects of Reformation, under the No 
tion of their being the fond Fancies and Sel 
Conceits of viſionary Enthuſiaſts, 


Such they would be no doubt, and the Ca 
indeed would be deſperate, if our Attempt 
were to reſt upon our own Endeavours, an 
we had not ſure Ground to hope for betie 
Things through his Aſſiſtance who made thi 
World. Without his Help we might as wel 
ſuppoſe it poſſible for us to put Life again int 
dead Bodies, as to expel the groſs Corruptiahþ 
that has got in among the Living, by t 
Power of our own Strength applied for thi 
Purpoſe. But ſuppoſing the Difficulty of ag 
neral Reformation ſo great as we have (ai 
and as improbable that we ſhould make ded 
Men. to live, as to bring the general Race 
Mankind under their preſent Indiſpoſition, 
| Ie 


 — —— —— —ç—— ů ů — — , 
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hat kad a new Life, reformed according to the 
nay Wi Spiritual Laws of the Goſpel; this Objection 
unt goes no farther than with regard to our own 
andi Power, but © why ſhould it be thought a 
* thing incredible with you, that God ſhould 
 raife the Dead ?” We muſt all anſwer he 
can do it, he has done it, and as he has pro- 
niſed to do it again, we can urge no Reaſon 
wainſt it, as more difficult to Him, than to 
make us Living Men, and now able to riſe 
p from our Seats or Beds to walk. 


But with this Conceſſion we-are not yet ſafe 
om the Objection of Infidels, or Scepticks in 
teligion, who may be ready to acknowledge 
hat a Miracle can do it, and are willing to 
refer the whole Buſineſs to the immediate 
niraculous Hand of Armicuty Gop, who 
an change them and all Men, as he may 
huſe, and ſo put new Minds, or new Life 
nto them, without any Trouble or Thought 
they have need to take for themſelves. And 
in this Manner alſo, it is probable the Conver- 
lon of the Jewiſh Nation to embrace the Chriſ- 
an Faith, may be expected by many Perſons 
"mo are earneſt in their good Wiſhes for that 
'urpoſe. 


But the ways of God's — Govern - 
nent can be learned only from his Word, and 
ur own Experience bearing Witneſs to it; 
nd. from theſe Principles we have no Cauſe 


\uppoſe that a Miracle is promiſed in Holy 
5 2 Scripture 
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84 
Scripture as Previouſly neceſſary to convert the 


Jews, and thereby to introduce a happy ge- 
neral Reformation of Mankind. 


Theſe two Events are connected in Prophe- 
tick Hiſtory, as we learn expreſsly from the 
Apoſtle in the forementioned Chapter to the 
Romans, who makes uſe of the very ſame Image, 
in Compariſon now mentioned, concerning the 
future Reconciliation of the Jeb People, © for 
if the caſting away of them be the reconcil- 
« ing of the World“ to Faith in the true God, 
« what ſhall the receiving of them be“ to the 
World, © but LirE from the Deavp,” by a 
happy Change of its Condition from Miſery 
and Corruption, to enjoy Life, Health, and 
Peace? | 


Whatever Comforts and Bleſſings are in Re- 
ſerve, to be manifeſted to the World upon this 
great Event taking Place in it, they will not 
appear until that Converſion is made by fe- 
ceiving them into the Chriſtian Church, © to 
& HBM pertain the PxouisgEs, and of whom 
as concerning the Fleſh Chriſt came,” by 
whom all Benefits are conferred on Mankind, 


It has been already obſerved, that accord- 
ing to the Information of revealed Truth, their 
Converſion will not be compleated by a Mi- 
racle, but the Arguments 10 be applied to their ic 
Underſtandings are civeN in the Prophetict 
Writings, and from their ATTENTION to them 
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it is only to be expected. Until they © year 
« Moses and the PRoemeTs” giving the true 
Character of the MxssiAn, and are diſpoſed 

t BELIEVE in him as a Sa viou to redeem, 
nd deliver them from their. Sins; their Caſe 
xs hopeleſs in our Days, and ſo muſt remain 
until that Purpoſe can be firſt accompliſhed. 


80 far however we have the Comfort to be 
xſured, that in due Time this Reconciliation 
jill certainly take Place; and we have viſible 
roof before our Eyes that it is approaching 
br we know the previous Diſpoſitions are made 
n the: Minds of Men, which are neceſſary 
introduce it, by the general Acknowledge - 
zent of the true God, and the Downfal of 
kolatry, by the Fulneſs of the Gentiles which 
re come in to worſhip Him, as has been al- 
eady obſerved, 


From this Inſtance of the Divine Power of 
e Word of Truth, delivered by the Preachers 
if the Goſpel, by which that wonderful Change 
as been effected, in the Recovery of Mankind 
om the Worſhip of Stocks and Stones, we 
ure ſure Ground to believe the Jews will 
tt over the “ Stumbling Block,“ of much 
6 Difficulty in their Way, de to embrace the 
ruth of the Goſpel, - 


We know that the Arguments which are 
peceſſary to perſuade them, are long lince pre- 
red in the holy Writings of their Prophets, 
d of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts: Thele bare. 
F 3 Witnets 


this great Captain of our Salvation, and to 


86 Arguments concerning 
Witneſs to the Accompliſhment of what the G 


Prophets had foretold, concerning their Me.. 


fiah in his Humiliation and Death, and his?" 
Glory which did follow through his Reſurrec. ul 
tion, and Aſcenſion, in Triumph over our ip. 
ritual Enemies. 


It remains only to gain the ArTENTIiOx off; 
that People to conſider in the proper Light, 
of the Goſpel Revelation, the great. Things 
which have been done for them and us, by 


ENLIVEN their Hope with Expectations of thoſ 
Bleſſings which are promiſed to the Inhabitants 
of the New JERusALEu, when they are pre- 
pared by their Faith in Chriſt to receive, and 
communicate them to the reſt of Mankind. 


And here the Queſtion returns, how ſhall 
their ATTENTION be gained ? where ſhall the 
Pr.ace be found, among all the Nations of 


the converted Gentiles, worthy to give Birt 
to this glorious Change ? - 

No Example can be ſhewn of any perfedi Co 
Nation purified in it's Faith and Manners by gy 
the Goſpel Revelation, which may ſtand forth pea 
as a Light to guide the Fews into the Cove the 
nant of Grace. But as the Apoſtle declared} yy, 
to the UNcCoNVERTED Gentiles of his Time, iq t | 
regard to Divine Favour withdrawn from the the 
Jewvs, that as concerning the Goſpel they werdYY r&b; 
Enemies for their Sake, ſo the Difficulty off nov 


their Reconciliation continues to have it! 


Caulk: 
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Cauſe among the converTEeD Gentiles, The 
ws are yet Enemies for their Sakes who 
wrofels to believe as they do, and to obſerve 
all the Precepts of the Moral Law, and yet 
in a groſs View are no better than themſelves, 
for profeſſing to believe alſo in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, on which Account the Fews may give 
no Attention to their preaching of it. 


In a very dark Night a Man by looking 
round him, from a View of the Sky, cannot 
poſſibly diſcover where the Sun will ariſe, yet 
he hopes for his Appearance from the ſteady 
Hand of that all-ruling Power, which hath in 
due Time appointed his Riſing. Thus it is 
n the preſent Caſe, we muſt hope for the 
Event, ef which we are now ſpeaking, from 
the Promiſes we have of it by the Word of 
od, and by thoſe Means which he hath ap- 
A pointed for its Accompliſhment. 


As “ the Lord ſeeth not, as Man ſeeth,” 
we muſt forſake our own way of Reaſoning, 
so find Inſtruction for this Purpoſe from the 
ec Counſel of God. And here the Apoſtle will 
bY give us his Direction in this cloudy, dark Ap- 
rig pearance of human Affairs; for ſo it was in 
ve the Jewiſb State, when a Prophet, zealous for the 
e Honour of God, made Interceſſion againſt Hrael 
"FF to provoke him for their Puniſhment ; but, as 
YI the Apoſtle remarks, the zealous Prophet was 
ei rebuked to this very Purpoſe of which we are 
Now enquiring, © Wot ye not what the Scrip- 
" F 4 ture 
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« ture faith of Elias? how he maketh 115 
« ceſſion to God againſt Iſrael, ſaying, Lord, 

« they have killed thy Prophets, and digged 
4% down thine Altars, and I am left alone, and 
« they ſeek my Life. But what faith the An. 
« ſwer of God unto him? I have reſerved 
« unto myſelf ſeven Thouſand Men, which 
« have not bowed the Knee to the Image of 
% Baal. Even fo at this preſent Time, there 
« js a Remnant according to the Election of 
&« Grace.” And this Remnant among the whole 
Body of the converted Gentiles, we have good 
Reaſon to hope may very far exceed the Num- 
ber of what it was in the Jewiſb State ; God 
forbid, but that even in theſe Kingdoms, very 
many more than ſeven thouſand Men, may be 
found true to the Faith as it is in Chriſt Je- 
ſus; and wiſhing ſo well to the Proſperity of his 
Church, as to give all their Aid for that happy 
Enlargement of it yet to be'made, by receiv- 
ing the Jews into it; and why ſhould we not 
be ambitious to obtain this Honour among vs ? 


But although we may not preſume to point 

out theſe Nations, as peculiarly under the View 
of Divine Providence, deſigued to the Under: 
taking and Accompliſhment of that happy 
Change, we muſt not be precluded from attend- 
ing to what the Old Evangeliſt Iſaiab has ſaid, 
if it might awaken us for that Purpoſe. 


Keep Hebes before me, O IsLawps, and 
let the People renew their Strength,“ departed 
from 


from them by their Wickedneſs. © Liſten, O 
« [SLES, unto me, and hearken ye People from 
© par.” Then follows the Addreſs of our 
gracious Redeemer to us, which begins with 
a Repetition of the firſt Promiſe given of him, 
and adds the miraculous Circumſtance of his 
Birth ; © The Lord hath called me from the 
© Womb, from the Bowes of my Mother 
4 hath he made mention of my Name ;'* By 
this Introduction we are led into the whole 
Diſcovery of the Incarnation of our Lord, and 
the Salvation of the World in conſequence of 
it, and from hence the Inſtruction neceſſary to 
that Purpoſe, both of the Jews and Gentiles. 
muſt begin. And he ſaid, It is a light Thing 
that thou ſhouldeſt be my Servant to raiſe 
up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the 
* PRESERVED of I/rael, I will alſo give thee 
for a Light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt 
be my Salvation unto the end of the Earth.” 


After the Prophet has deſcribed in his xxiv. 
Chapter, very great Calamities which were 
to ariſe under that Period of Prophetick Hiſ- 
tory, which precedes the Reconciliation of the 
Jewiſh Nation to the Lord .their Redeemer, 
which he does by very ſtrong Images of Diſ- 
treſs, ſome of which may be accomodated at 
this very Time to ſundry Parts of the World 
as literally fulfilled, he proceeds to the main 
Object of this Animadverſion, 13th Verſe, 
„When thus it ſhall be in the midſt of the 
« Land, among the ks there ſhall be as 

cc the 
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ee the ſhaking of an Olive Tree, and as the 
% gleaning Grapes when the Viatage is done.“ a 
Which is the Prophetick Image repreſenting Ml « 
the Reſervation, or Eſcape, of ſome few Per. Ml « 
ſons for executing the Purpoſes of divine Wiſ- WM « 
dom, © they ſhall lift up their Voice, they MW « 
« ſhall ſing for the Majeſty of the Lord, 

they ſhall cry aloud from the Sea ; where- if « 
* fore glorify ye the Lord in the Vallies, even ll « 
© the Name of the Lord God of Iſrael in the . 
* IsLEs of the Spa.” 6 


6 
In the firſt Part of the Eleventh Chapter of ll , 
Iſaiah, we have a beautiful Deſcription given Ill 
in molt lively Images, ſetting forth the happy lll 
Recovery of Mankind from living under the 


Policy of human Governments, maintained by ” 
the Rigour of the Moral Law, whoſe Power I >, 
and Revenge againſt each other, are ſupported U 
and executed with the Fierceneſs, Fury and p; 


Rage of wild, rapacious, noxious and poiſonous 
Animals of the Earth, eager for the PREY to pe 
deſtroy and devour, When theſe unruly Beaſts, 
the prophetick Emblems of thoſe warlike Go- II , 
yernments, do ſubſide, and give way to the 
meek and mild Spirit of the Goſpel, under i . 
the Reign of our Lord the MessiAn, he is 
deſcribed, in the fulneſs of the N of his 1 
Power, ſuch as he appeared upon Earth, when a 


he came according to his Hiſtory in the Gol- wi 
pel ; for ſo the Prophet had foretold of him. Po! 


There ſhall come forth a Rod out of the 
„Stem 
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« Stem of Jeſſe, and a Branch ſhall grow ou t 
4 of his Roots, and the Spirit of the Lord ſhall 
© reſt upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 
« derſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might, 
© the Spirit of Knowledge and of the Fear of 
© the Lord; and ſhall makeſhim of quick Un- 
« deritanding in the Fear of the Lord, and 
« he ſhall not judge after the Sight of his 
Eyes, neither reprave after the Hearing of 
* his Ears, but with Righteouſneſs ſhall he 
« judge the Poor, and reprove with Equity 
„ for the Meek of the Earth, and he ſhall 
4 (mite the Earth with the Rod of his Mouth, 
“ and with the Breath of his Lips ſhall he . 
4 ſlay the Wicked,” ſtanding out in Oppoſition 
to the Power of his Government, © and Righ- 


« teouſneſs ſhall be the Girdle of his Loins, 


« and Faithfulneſs the Girdle of his Reins." 
Under the Power of his Policy, and the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of his Government, there ſhall be no Op- 

fition made to the Truth, and the Righte- 
ouſneſs of it; then © the Wolf alſo ſhall dwell 
« with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lye 
« down with the Kid, and the Calf and the 
„young Lion and the Fatling together, and 
« little Child ſhall lead them; (for of ſuch 
« is the Kingdom of God, Mark x. 14.”) 
all Enmity and Strife about the Prey will ceaſe, 
when the Bleflings of Peace and Plenty are 


| poured in full Meaſure upon the Earth; then 


the wild ſavage Beaſts, © ſhall not hurt or de- 
« troy in all my holy Mountain, for the 


Earth ſhall be full of the Knowledge of the 
« Lord, . 


Lord, as the Waters cover the” Bed of the 
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„Sea, filling up all the rugged Surfaces and 
Inequalities of it. 


Then comes on the Prophetical Declaration 


of the sgcovp Recovery, from the Bondage, 
of the Jewiſh Nation. © And in that Day there 


„ ſhall be a Root of J, which ſhall ſtand 
* for an Enſign of the People, to it ſhal! the 
“ Gentiles ſeek, and his Rxs r ſhail be GLok1ovs, 
© And it ſhall come to paſs in that Day, 
„ that the Lord ſhall ſet his Hand again the 
« $pxconD Time to recover the REMNANT of 
e his People which (hall be left,“ and are 
known in all Countries where they are dif- 
perſed by their own Name; from Afyria 


„ and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from 
&« Flam, and from Shmar, and from Hamath, 


« and from the IsLanps of the SEA. 


And where are thoſe Iſlands in the Sea, that 
deſerve ſuch repeated Invitations from the Pro- 


phet, to excite their Attention to the Purpoſes 
of divine Counſel, and to give their Aſſiſtance 


in the Execution of them? If we are pleaſed 
to apply them to ourſelves, the Inhabitants of 


the Britiſh Iſlands, it is probable our Claim 
will not be diſputed, to ſtand foremoſt in the 


moſt honourable Place. 


Many other Prophecies might be Wes 
from the inſpired Writers for our Encourage- 
ment, in which the Ifles are mentioned, and 


E for the great Debgn of helpiog 


forward 
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forward the Reconciliation of the Jewiſh Peo- 
ple to our Lord the Meſſiah. 


Hai. xlii. 4. x. 12. 
Hai. xlix. 1. and li. 5. Pſalm xlv. 12. 


Jai. 1xvi. 19. Ferem. xxxi. 10. 

If therefore we are excited to uſe our En- 
deavours for this deſirable Purpoſe of convert- 
ing the Jews to the Chriſtian Faith, what is 
this great Thing that remains yet to be done 


for their Conviction? or how is it we muſt 


undertake to perſuage them to receive the 
Truth ? a 


The Apoſtle will inform us, when he was 
ſpeaking to this ſame, Purpoſe, that the Taſk 
is not, ſuck as we might be apt to think it 
is, ſo very difficult, that in One Thouſand Se- 
ven Hundred Years, it has been often attempt- 
ed, but not accompliſhed, as requiring ſome 
miraculous Exertion of divine Power to com- 
pleat the Work. According to his. Advice 
this Buſineſs is to be conſidered in a very dif- 
ferent Light, for which he adds alſo. the Au- 
thority of Moſes, declaring, in prophetick Lan- 
guage to the People of //rael, what was neceſ- 
ary to convert them to the Obedience of the 
Law, and in due Conſequence to the Obſerv- 
ance of the Goſpel. © The Righteouſneſs 
„ which is of Faith, ſpeaking on this wiſe,” 
I (faith the Apoſtle,) © Say not in thine Heart, 
* who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? that is to 


I bring down Chriſt from above, or who ſhall 
& deſcend 
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« deſcend into the Deep? that is to bring up 
« Chriſt again from the Dead,” to convince 
the Jews by the viſible Preſence of their Mes. 
SIAH among them; for thoſe miraculous Works 
of his -Incarnation, and of his ResurRecTion 
from the Dead, have been long ſince accom- 
pliſhed, and ſufficient Proof has been given of 
them, but What faith it, the Word is nigh 
„ thee, even in thy Mouth and in thy Heart, 
„that is, the Wokp of Fairy which we 
© preach.” What the Apoſtles of Chriſt did 
preach, the Arguments they made uſe of from 
the Authority of the Prophets. And the Enos 
they propoſed of this Preaching, are to be 
ſet forward in their View, as St. Paul has 
done; ** Brethren, my Heart's Deſire and Pray- 
« er to God for Jrael is, that they might be 
„ Saved.” And of courſe our Taſk is to 
intreat them, chiefly to conſult, and ſeek after 
the Salvation of their Souls, by Faith in a cru- 
cified Saviour, who died for their Sins, and 
roſe again for their Juſtification ; to look upon 
him in this Character, as he was foretold by 
the Prophets, according to the Evidence given 


by them in due Order, from the firſt PRow1se 


made of him at the Fall of Man, which was 
clearly renewed in the Proms: made to 
ABRAHAM, to ISAac, and to Jacos the An- 
ceſtors of that Nation, and to the Pa TRIARcH 
Davip, whoſe Son the Mess1au was by 


natural Deſcent, and by Faith; for David pub- 


liſhed in his Palms the Spiritual Laws of the 
Govern- 
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Government of the Meſſiah, which he himſelf 
in Perſon ratified in his Goſpel, when he came 
to eſtabliſh his Kingdom upon Earth. 


If this Purpoſe can be accompliſhed in the firſt 
Place, to beget in their Souls an earneſt Defire 
of their Salvation from Satan, Sin, and Death, 
and in Conſequence to hear Moſes and the Pro- 
phets deſcribing the Detiverer, ſuch as he 
was in the Perſon of our Lox D Jesus Cuxisr, 
triumphing over Satan, Sin, and Death, and 
opening. for us the Gate of everlaſting Life, to 
follow him according to the ſpiritual Laws he 
has given us in his Goſpel. This Taſk of con- 
rerting the Jews to the Chriſtian Faith will be 
as certainly accompliſhed, as that we, who ur 
theſe Arguments upon them, do ourſelves 
leve in our bleſſed Saviour, for it is h the very 
ame Teſtimony that our Faith is eonfirmed in 
bim; and therefore what God has been pleaſed 
to do for us who are BRL IR VANS according to 
the Evidence. given by his holy Word, we have 
ſure Hope by the ſame Means he vil do like- 
wiſe to reconcile the eus in due Time to him- 
ſelf, by opening the Eyes of their Underſtanding 
to perceive © the Way, the Truth, and the 
« Life,” as diſcovered to them in the Goſpel of 
our Redeemer, 
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If they will not hearken to us on theſe Prin- 
ciples, we have no Encouragement to urge any . 
Argument from our own Invention, and leaſt of 
all to expect any Advantage for their Conviction 


by an Appeal to = viſible or demonſtrative 
| Proof 
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Proof of Holineſs or Righteouſneſs in any People 
or Nation among whom they live; for howſo- 
ever in private Life the ſincere Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity. are benefited, by their Attention 


to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, yet in the preſent 


mixed corrupted ſtate of the World, no Exam. 
ple of Holineſs is to be found upon Earth to 


deſerve their Attention, for they have only his 


Example to follow, who has left it for our Imi- 
tation, as the Apoſtle has informed us, that 
we © ſhould follow his Steps. 


When we preach Divine Truth to the Jews, 
according to the Excellency of the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, it would be our duty to 
e them after the 0 of the Apoſtles, 


6 perior in ou n to them, Ye 


« Men of vel, why marvel ye at this, or why 
% look ye ſo Redfaſtly on us? (Ads iii.) and 
then ſhould follow the moſt admirable Sermon 
of St. Peter, which is certainly full as well fitted 


to convert the Jews of this Time as it was in his 
Day, and does contain the pure Arguments that 


muſt at length prevail to accompliſh it's Purpoſe. 


In this Sermon of the Apoſtle, he gives the 
Hiſtory of our Lord's Death, obtained by the 
Counſel of the Jews, in Oppoſition to the Romas 
Governor who was determined to let him go; 


but yet, for this outrageous Act of their Injul| 


tice and Cruelty, the Apoſtle, inſtead of ag: 
gravating 
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WH oravating their Guilt, makes an Apology for 
dem, and at the Time when probably ſeveral ' 


Ui of them were preſent who had aſſiſted in that 
horrible Deed: © And now, Brethren, I wot 
that through Ignorance ye did it, as did alſo 
« your Rulers ; but thoſe Things which God 
had ſhewed by the Mouth of his Prophets 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled.” 
and by this ſuitable and cbaritable Conſtruction 
of what they had done ignorantly he gains 
Evidence for their Converſion, for ſo he pro- 
ceeds, Repent ye, therefore, and be cox- 
* VERTED, that YOUR SINS may be BLOTTED 
out, when the Times of refreſhing ſhall come 
from the PRESENCE of the Lord. And he ſhall 
* ſend Jeſus Chriſt, which before was preached 
u. unto you,” that ye might firſt receive him 
re Faith © whom the Heavens muſt recerve, 
hy until the Times of Reſtitution of all Things, 
nd vhich God hath ſpoken by the Mouth of all 
on his holy Prophets ſince the World began; 
ed for Moſes truly ſaid unto the Fathers, a Pro- 
his phet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto 
"at MF you of your Brethren, like unto me, him 
fe. W ſhall ye hear in all things whatſoever he 
ſhall ſay unto you, and it ſhall come to paſs 


the that every Soul which will not hear that 
the Prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the 
" People. Yea, and all the Prophets from 
* LSmuel, and thoſe that follow after, as many 
gi as have ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of 
> theſe Days, 
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* Je are the Children of the Prophets, and of 
* the Covenant which God made with our 
Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, and in thy 
„ Seed fhall all the Kindreds of the Earth be 
e bleſſed.” Here we muſt obſerve, that the 
Apoſtle does not by this Addreſs refer them to | 
the Covenant made with the People at the Deli- Is 
very of the Law from Mount Sinai, but to the Ig 
Covenant God made with their Fathers by ſay- Ii 
ing unto Abrabam, in Reward of his Faith and Wn 
Obedience to what he had commanded him, . 
„in thy Seed ſhall all the Kindreds of the Hot 
Earth be bleſſed.” Herein lay the highly exalt-Ms, 
ed Privilege of the peculiar choſen People of yi] 
God, that he did by THEM communicate theils 

leſſing of Salvation to all the Families of the en 
Earth; which was done by the ſending his Son 
in due Time among them, to accompliſh this 
glorious Work; and with this Obſervation the 
Apoſtle concludes his Diſcourſe to his Brethren 
« Unto you FIRsT, God having raiſed up his Son 
&© Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning awa} .. 
every one of you from his IntquiTizs,” | 


The Taſk remains with us juſt as it was it 
the Apoſtle's Days, when this Diſcourſe w: 
made by him to convert the Jews, by whic 
his Meaning was, to turn every one of the 
from their Iniquities, by leading them to repeni 
of their Sins, and to hope for Pardon throug 
the Merits of the Righteouſneſs of their glorifqF* 
Meſſiah and Redeemer. l 
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By the Example of the Apoſtle, our Chriſtian 
Arguments are to be propoſed to the Jews in 
their natural Order, from the Beginning of 
Divine Revelation to the Concluſion of it, 
which is altogether ſuſpended on the. Accom- 
pliſhment of that great Event, the ſending of a 
Savioux into the World for the Recovery and 
Reſtoration of fallen Man, and to reinſtate him 
n the Divine Favour, by aboliſhing din and 
Death, and bringing © Life and Immortality 
* to Light throug!: his Goſpel.” In this Way 
of proceeding with the Jews, they have no other 
-MWbubterfyge to avoid Conviction, but by their 
vilful Obſtinacy, ſtanding out in Wickednels, 

s reſolved to enjoy what they can of this pre- 
knt World, and to give up all Concern about 
mother Life, as hardened Infidels. | 


It may be, and no Doubt it often has been 
e Caſe, that the cleareſt Arguments loſe all 
eir Power when applied to a ſtubborn Heart, 
which we have Warning given by Mo/es, (Det. 
xii. 20.) “ for they are a very froward Geneta- 
tion, Children in whom is no Faith.” And to 
e like Purpoſe the Apoſtle has told us, . all 
Men have not Faith, to become a Principle of 
ariſtian Life in them; but they will relinquiſh 
de Evidence of it, to act only by ſenſual Grati- 
cations, or for worldly Purpoſes. Yet, how- 
ver, in this Caſe, the fame Method is ſtill to 
e obſerved in Regard to the Remedy of this 
tinate Diſeaſe, if any may be found; it is 
i the Word of God, applied and urged upon 

G 2 their 
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their Conſciences, we muſt ever more rely, 
the Sword of the Spirit,“ to alarm and chat. 
tize: For although the Actions of bad Men 
may ſeem to prove that their Conſciences are 

not alarmed when they tranſgreſs the Rules of 
their Duty, the Cafe moſt probably is far other. 
wife with every one of them who has been in. 
ſtructed by Divine Truth, which will appear 
againſt them at the great Day of the general 
Account. 


If we preſume to argue with the Jews from ! 
Principles of our own Invention, and lay aſide 
thoſe which are to be derived from holy Scrip-ſ | 
ture; or if we do preſumptuouſly attempt to 
model our Arguments after our own Way, leaning 
to our own Underſtanding either to reject, or C 
| limit, or explain the Divine Revelation as wel] OU 
| think proper, without attending to it's Order 
| in the due Connection and Correſpondence > 

it's Parts, and by fuch Reaſonings do endeavou 
to inſtruct or to convert the Jews ; we may be 
very. properly reproved by a Queſtion, 4 Whe 
© are ye?” What Right have you, Infide 
Atheiſts, Arians, Socinians, Deiſts, Moraliſts 
Rationaliſts, to offer your Reaſons to convert 
me, faith the Few? Do ye not all hold tht 
Moral Law as we do, to keep it uppermoſt, anc 
take ſo much of the Goſpel as ye like, only fc 
that Purpoſe, to have it ſubſervient to yout 
Pleaſures, and Deſigns upon this preſent World! 
In like Manner as we wiſh for our Meſſiah 


to make us happy in worldly Proſperity ; | 


. 
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this reſpect are ye not all Jews inwardly ? and 
why ſhould ye as Fews inwardly attempt to 
convert us, who do but outwardly differ from 
you? “ which of you keepeth the Law”. better 
than we do? or how doth © your Righteouſneſs 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees,” when it is on the ſame Rule of the 
Moral Law, which you admit as well as we, to be 
of divine Authority and perpetual Obligation? 


If our Conſciences do agree to the truth of 
this Charge, the Jews have the better ſide of 
the Controverſy againſt us, who profeſs to be- 
lieve the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, but do not 
hold them conſiſtently with the Purpoſe of our 
Redeemer, who came to deliver us from the 
CursE of the Mox ALU Law, which was due to 
our Diſobedience of it; and therefore, by giving 
us a better Law in his Goſpel, he made the Old 


A Law ſubſervient to it; for ſo it was intended to 


be according to the Purpoſe of Divine Counſel 


tom the Beginning, © it was ADDED becauſe of 


* Tranſgreſſions,” to ſhew the fallen Race of 
Mankind, they could not live by it in wordly 
Happineſs, as they would naturally incline to 


do; and they who will hold by it for their Juſti- 


fication, put themſelves on a trial by which 'no 
Fleſh ſhall be juſtified in the ſight of God; and 
what Profit is it for us if we might be Juſtified 


Jin the ſight of one another for ſuch outſide moral 


good Qualities, or much admired Endowments, 


23 have no ſound Root to make us able to bring 
"Saf forth 


of Life, © that ye might have Life;“ I receive 
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forth good Fruit, out of © an honeſt and good 


« Heart?” Our Succeſs by ſuch Arts, can laſt 
no longer than an Houſe built upon the Sand. 


But that Praiſe or Admiration we beſtow, and 
are eager to obtain from one another, becomes 2 
very dangerous Temptation, by which * evil 
o Men, and Seducers wax worſe and worſe, de. 
« ceiving and being deceived;“ to this Account 
our Lord has placed the hardened Infidelity of 


the Fews, which found it's Support from the 


Honour, Reſpet or Worſhip Men pay to one 


another, on the Suppoſition ot inherent Excel. 


lencies in Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that they are 


forward to diſcover among themſelves. 


So it appears in the Argument he held with 
the Fews, as recorded in the vth Chapter of the 
Goſpel by St. John. Our Lord referred them 


to the Teſtimony God gave to his Miſhon. by 


the Witneſs John Baprift bare of him, and alſo 
by the Miracles he performed ; bur after this 
Appea! to what John had ſaid, and the miracu- 
lous Signs he himſelf had given for their Con- 
viction, he concludes the Evidence of his divine 
Authority, by directing them to the Fountain 
of divine Truth, “ ſearch the Scriptures, for in 
« them ye think ye have Eternal Life, and they 
e are they which teſtify of me as the Author and 
© Giver of it:“ And ſuch is your Blindneſs or 
Peryerſeneſs, © ye will not come to me“ under 
that Character which belongs to me, the Giver 


not 
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not honour from Men by my preſent Appearance 
in the World, being no ways recommended to 
worldly Honour or Admiration, but yet am inti- 
tled to receive it in the higheſt Degree, from the 
true Worſhippers of God. But I know that 
« ye have not the Love of God in you; I am 
4 come in my Father's Name,” and do his 
Works, and ſpeak his Words, and ye receive 
« me not,” as his Meſſenger; if another 
« ſhall come in his own Name,“ and will take 
upon him $UFFICIENTLY to inſtruct you by his 
own Wiſdom, him ye will receive,” as of 
good Authority, to be your Guide and Teacher. 
„How can ye believe the Word of God, which 
« receive Honour one of another for your own 


t Wiſdom, and ſeek not the Honour which 
| © cometh from God only,“ by being faithful and 


true to his Word? Do not think that I will 


e accuſe you to the Father,“ for diſbelieving or 


rejecting my Words; ** there is one that ac- 
** cuſeth you,” whoſe Authority you will not dif- 
pute, even Moſes in whom ye truſt; © for had 
« ye believed Moſes,” as a Prophet, giving the 
true Character of your Meſſiah, ye would 
« have believed me” fulfilling that Character, 
for he wrote of me,” deſcribing me as I am 
now come. But if you believe not his Writings,” 
to make them the Rule of your Faith, whoſe 
divine Authority you admit, * how can you 


believe my Words,” which are foretold and 


witneſſed by them?“ 
G 4 By 


104 Arguments concerning 

By the Courſe of this Argument, we are led 
to the very Root of Infidelity in the Jews, and 
of all falſe Believers or Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
in whom the Love of God 1s wanting, being 
ſupplanted by the Love or Admiration of the 
World, and of one another in it; ſo that human 
Wiſdom, and human Authority, have taken 


place to give Rules of Life inconſiſtent with di- 


vine Authority and Obligation. 


Hence the learned Doctors, or Jewiſh Rabbies 
found a Licence to ſupplant the Writings of 
Moſes and the Prophets, by their Exyos1T1ons, 
TRADITIONS and ComMMENTS, which have had 
ſuch Influence in perverting the Faith of that 
People, as to divert their Attention altogether 
from the true Meaning of the holy Writings, 
deſcribing their Meſliah as he appeared upon 
Earth, and in his ſtead to confirm them in the 
Expectation of a temporal Prince, to exalt them 
only in worldly Honours, according to their 
own vain Imaginations, 


The Underſtandings of Men who have ſuffer- 
ed in Deluſion, by taking Falſehood and For- 
geries, inſtead of Divine Truth, are ſo ſtrange- 
ly humbied and ſubdued into abſolute Submiſ- 
ſion, that they may come by Degrees to believe 
ſo obſtinately in Lies, as to be the more firmly 
perſuaded of them, the more they are unlike to 

the Truth; a perverſe Enthuſiaſm is able to 
place the Authority of Liars, above the Autho- 
rity of the ſacred Writings, or which is the 
ſame 


. . nd 
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ame Thing, to make void the Authority of 
the written Word of God, by the fictitious Au- 
thorty of Tradition, 


This apoſtate Error of preferring Tradition 
to the written Word of God, was cuſtomary 
among the Jews in our Saviour's Time, with the 
Guilt of which he has expreſsly charged them, 
as it is recorded in his Goſpel; but ſince that 
Time monſtrous Proof is given of this unhappy 
Diſpoſition in the blinded Underſtandings of that 
People, by the preſent Jewiſh Syſtem of FarTu ; 
for in reſpect of their TRA DITroxs, they are 
ſwelled out with their CommenTs, into the ſize 
of ten Folio Volumes, and all the Contents are 
made by their learned Doctors, an Object of 
their Fair RH, as they are found, in thoſe Books 
which are called the TALMUD, | 


This natural Diſpoſition in the fallen Race of 
Mankind, to depart from Divine Truth, and to 
give their fond Attention unto Lies, was very 
powerful in ſeducing the 1/raelites from their Al- 
legiance to the Divine Commands, ſo ſoon as 
they had been moſt awfully given to them from 
Mount Sinai; for ſo we find in the ſacred Hiſtory, 
that being yet at the Foot of the Mount, they 
were quickly withdrawn, during the Abſence of 
Moſes, in leſs than forty Days, from their Obedi- 
ence to the Law of God, and the Honour due 
to his Name, to beſtow his Honour upon an 
Idol, their Molten Calf, when they rejoiced be- 
fore it with Feſtival Worſhip, and aſcribed the 
mighty Works and Wonders the Lord had 

wrought 
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wrought in Egypt for their Deliverance, to this 
Idol they had made among themſelves, and they 
ſaid, * Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which 
© brought thee out of the Land of Egypt,“ 
Ex. xxxii. 4. This Quotation from their Hiſ- 
tory, is by no means alledged to the Reproach 
of the Jews in this preſent Age, who are no 
ways accountable for the Idolatry of their Fa- 


- thers, and may abhor it ſo much as we do; but 


this Obſervation proves ſtrongly how much the 
Underſtandings 'of Men are in danger to be 
withdrawn from divine Truth, by attending unto 
Lies, and gives the eus Warning from the beſt 
Authority, and by the Inſtance of this firſt Act of 
their Apoſtacy after the ſolemn Covenant they 
had eritered into with God, in all Matters of 

their Duty to him to give their Attention to the 
written Word of God; or, in other Words, to 
lay aſide their traditional Talmudic Fables, by 
returning again to the Writings of Moſes, who 
reclaimed their Fathers from Idolatry in the 
Wilderneſs; and when they give heed to him 
and the Prophets, deſcribing their Meſſiah as he 
has appeared upon Earth, they will in due 
Courſe be perſuaded to lay hold on his Salvation, 
to deliver them out of the Wilderneſs of this 


ſec 
ari 


preſent miſerable World, and thereby mak ” 
themſelves ready for his ſecond Coming, to lead}. 
them into the full Enjoyment of that happyſſWoy; 
Eſtate, which is promiſed to them on their ReſtoYY5y, 


ration to Divine Favour, 


Th 


Me 
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The Bleſſing of their Reconciliation will ex- 
tend to all Mankind, but firſt, and in a more 
eſpecial Manner to themſelves, as Moſes and the 
Prophets have moſt abundantly foretold, through 
a Variety of moſt lively Expreſſions, to excite 
their Attention by the glorious Images of their 
Triumph, When the RansoMED of the Lord 
« ſhall RETURN and come unto >10Nn with 
« Songs and everlaiting Joy upon their Heads, 
« they ſhall obtain Joy and Gladneſs, and Sor- 
* row and Sighing ſhall fly away,” 

Lai. xxxv. 10. 


By entreating them to give heed to the 
Prophets proclaiming the future happy Time 
of the Reſtoration of the eus, and the bleſſed 
Effects of it, which will be communicated to 
all the reſt of Mankind, we may cloſe our 
Diſcourſe concerning the Evidence which is 
neceſſary to be produced for their Conviction 
and Converſion to the true Faith in their Meſ- 
fiah our Lord Jeſus. 


It remains only to be added, that in con- 
ſequence of this laſt important Obſervation, 
ariſing from the Inſtruction of our bleſſed 
Maſter, we are taught to diſcern the wide 
extended, dangerous Effefts of uſurped Au- 


Ethority, in dictating to one another, concerning 


our moral and religious Conduct; and how 
Succeſsful it has been to divert the Minds of 
Men from the Love of divine Truth, in the 
Goſpel 


108 Arguments concerning 


Goſpel of Chriſt, fince he came and publiſhed 
it to the World. 


To the Account of uſurped abe we 
muſt place the Birth and Propagation of all 
the Herefies, by which the Chriſtian Faith has 
been aſſaulted ; which are marked accordingly 
by the Names of their firſt and chief Leaders 
who gained their Followers by undue Reſpec 
given to their Opirtions, or Doctrinal Deciſions, 


Out of this ſame Root grew up by Degrees 
the blaſphemous Title of Infallibility, attributed 
fo the fictitious Vicar of Chriſt, in the To 


of Rome. 


Here we find that the ſame falſe Princip 
which did give Birth to the Apoſtacy of the 
Jewiſh Church, when it departed from the 
true Faith in the Promiſes made to Abraham, 
has alſo continued to ſeduce the Romi/b Church 
into it's Apoſtacy from the true Chriſtian Faith, 


The ſame Spirit of Error has prevailed in 
both, to withdraw the Attention of the People 
from divine Truth, to give heed to the Fa- 
bles of Tradition, and to aſcribe Honour and 


Reſpect to human Authority in Matters of re- 


ligious Faith, independently, or in oppoſition to 
the revealed Will of God, in his written Word. 


Hence it is that in the prophetick Style of 
the holy Spirit, giving the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Impoſtures that were to ariſe in oppoſition to 


the Truth of the Goſpel, the Application be- 
comes 
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comes doubtful, whether the Apoſtle has de- 
ſcribed what belonged to the Jrwiſh, or to 
the corrupted Romiſb Church; as may be ob- 
ſerved in a comparative View of them given 
by the learned Commentator Doctor I bitby, 
on the Second Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians. 


And what 1s yet farther, in due Conſe- 
quence to be obſerved, concerning the Recon- 
ciliation of the Nation of J/rael to the true 
Faith in our Redeemer ; the downfal of the 


Apoſtate Tyranny, and Uſurpation of the 


Romiſþ Church, with it's perſecuting Spirit, 
exerciſing the Powers of the Beaſt and falſe Pro- 
phet, is foretold as coincident with the Reco- 
very of the Fewwyb People to divine Favour, 


So the Apoſtle Sr. John in his Revelation 
has deſcribed, by glorious Images, the re- 


building of the HoLy CtTy, and the trium- 


phant Victory of the People of God, over all 
Oppoſition from our Enemies, the Devil, the 
Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet, as accompliſhed 
at the ſame Time with the Deſtruction of the 
Myſtical Babylon, the City, well known by it's 


Situation on ſeven Mountains, ** which reigneth 


* oyer the Kings of the Earth.“ 


Some 
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Some RETENRZNOES, by Quotation from the 
Prophets, to ſhew the happy Return of the 
Jewiſh Nation to Divine Favour, when they 
will receive the Light of Divine Revelation 
afforded to them by the Goſpel of Chriſt, — 
We may challenge the whole Book of Pſalms, 
when it is read with proper Attention, to that 
Purpoſe. | 


Iſaiah 


= 


2. 


20. 


1 3 
6, 
2 


17, 18. 22, 23, 24. 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 26. 29. 


18, 
6, 
T, 
2, 


31, 
22. 


21, 22, 23, 24. 


17. 
12. 
20. 


CAP. VRS k. 

. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
14. 
24. 


23. 


14, 15. 
7, 8, 9. 


7. 12, 13. 


6. 9, 10, 11, I2, 13. 


* 


2, 3s 4. 13, 16, 1%, 10 


3. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. 


pf 
28. 


23, 24, 25. 
13. 


Laial 


6 


iab 


1 wm } 


Cuar. VzrsE. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55, . 
56. Th 
57. 13, 14, 15. 17, 18. 
58. IT, 13, 14. 
59. 19, 20, . 
60. 


17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. 
19, 20. 

16, 17, 18. 

14, 15. 19, 20, 21. 

3, 4, 5, 5, 7 8: 


7, 8, 9, 10. 
37» 88, 39, 40. 


27, 28. 

19, 20. 

8, 9, 10. 

16, 17, 18, 19, 20. 

60, 61, 62, 63, 

22, 23, 24. 

34. 5 
Exekel 


[ 112 J 


Cu AP. VersE. 


Ezekiel 28 
whole 34. 

| 36. 
whole 37. 
Damel 7. 
Hojea "ih 
Fi 

whole 3. 


of conſulting the true God by 
the Ephod and Breaſt-plate, and 


24, 25, 26. | 12 
| Mic, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12: wh 
18. 
Io, 11 
14. 
The "Ws x Verſe implies that 


the Children of Iſrael ſhould a. 
bide many Days in a Sort of in- 
ſenſible State, without any Order 
of civil Government of their 
own Inſtitution, and without 
Idolatry, or the Worſhip of falſe 


Gods by Image 'Worſhip, after 


the Example of the Heathen Na- 
tions, and yet be without Power 


alſo without the peculiar Form of 
Idolatry which aroſe among 
themſelves, by the Worſhip of 


the Teraphim. How. wonder- 


fully has this Prophecy been ful- 
filled! For the Explanation of the 
Teraphim, ſee Page 159 of it 


| Providential Hiſtory, 


10. 
10, 11. 


4. 9. 
28. 32. 


11. 
17. to the End. 
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PREFATORY DEDICATION 
To the FEW S. 


0 ye antient People GO 
0 J Nation of the Jews! 


EAR ye the Defence which I wake in 
" Behalf of my Faith in your Meſhah, 
whom ye reject to this Day; come ye alſo and 
believs: | in him: „Search the Scriptures, for in John ve 
them ye think ye have eternal Life, and they 39. 


are they which teſtify-of ” him, Hear what v . 


Moſes faid of him, © the Lord thy God, will Deu un 
« raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from the Midſt ” 

« of thee, af thy Brethren like unto me, unto Num. xi. 
„ him ye ſhall hearken. Now the Man Moſes ** 
„was very meek, above all Men which were 

upon the Face of the Earth,” and fo was the 

Lord Meſſiah in his Humuliation, © meek end Mat. xi. 
“ lowly in Heart.“ 


Hearken again to the Word of Truth declar- 
ing unto Moſes,” I wilt raiſe them up a Pro- Deut. xvũi 
„ phet from among their Brethren like unto *'*: 
« thee,” and fo the Lord Chrift was like unto 
Moſer a Prophet, and a Law-giver. He was a 

H 3 Prophet 


<; 22 — | foretelling — icalarly the Diſſolution 


Mat. xxiv. 
2. 


of your religious and civil Conſtitution, and 
the utter Subverſion of your Temple, of which, 
according to his Words, there ſhall not be 
left * one Stone * another, that ſhall not 


„be thrown down.“ Our Lord the Meſſiah 


was alſo a Lee who has publiſhed the 
ſpiritual Laws of his everlaſting Kingdom in his 


h G ofpel, for the Inſtruction and Salvation of all 


Mankind; when you view him in this true 
Light of Prophecy, doth not your Ambition 
incite you to acknowledge him © one of your 
« Brethren” the rightful Son and Heir of Abra- 
ham's Righteouſneſs, in whom “ ſhall all the 
Families of the Earth be bleſſed.” 15 


Is not the Proſpett more glorious, to become 


J fohn iv, 


22. 


the Inſtrument of Salvation to all Mankind, for 
« Salvation is of the Jews,” it is derived from 
you, by the Merits of the Righteouſneſs, and 
Sufferings of your Meſſiah; is not this Honour 
and Excellency more defirable, than to be the 
Subjects of an earthly Mefiah reigning in the 
higheſt Splendor of this deceitful World ? 


But you muſt ſuppoſe, that this World ſhould 
be changed to ſome better Faſhion, than it has 
at / preſent, before you can with to live in it un- 
der your Meſſiah; and that needful Change 
our Lord Jeſus died to accompliſh; you mult 
likewiſe ſuppoſe, that yourſelves will be chang- 


ed, * you can 22 perfect Happineſs in 
. 
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the Kingdom of your Meſſiah, and this Change 
alſo our Lord Jeſus died to effect. 

Loet not therefore his Humiliation, and his 
Sufferings and Death offend you, for to prevent 
and remove that Offence, you have the Writ- 
ings of all the Prophets who have! teſtified 


(6 euere the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
the Glory that ſhould follow.“ 


Mark his Suffering, by the firſt Promiſe that 
was given of him, in the Seed of the Woman, 
to accompliſh the mighty Purpoſe of delivering 
Mankind from Sin, Death, and the Power of 
Satan, when the Lord ſaid to the guilty Serpent, 
« it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
« his Heel.“ And fo it was, the Heel, the in- 
ferior, the lower Part, in the human Nature, 
of this mighty Conqueror, our Lord Jeſus was 
bruiſed, in treading upon, and bruiſing, the 
Head of the Enemy. 


By this Sentence of Condemnation paſſed by 
God on the Serpent in the Preſence of our firſt 
Parents, they had a declarative Information 
given them, of their treacherous, concealed, 
Enemy under that Form, with a Promiſe of 
what he ſhould afterwards ſuffer for his Miſ- 
chief done to them, and, in Conſequence, that 
his Conqueror ſhould ſuffer in the Act of his 
Victory. 


This general Notice, of the Adverſary, and 
of his Puniſhment, and of his Conqueror ſuf- 
fering in his Conqueit, is placed in the original 

H 4 divine 


— — g 


1 Pet. i. 11 


Gen. iii. 


\ 


OS is 
divine prophetick Record, for the Inſtruction of 
all Mankind. 


Ads xv. © Known unto God are all his Works from 


18 „ the Beginning of the World,“ his Mercy, 


with all the Means neceſſary to convey it, unto 
the fallen Race of Mankind, is in that pro- 
phetick Sentence predeſtinated, or antecedently 
determined, before the World began, (as the 


Tir i 2 divine Hiſtorians expreſs it) the Date of all 


Tranſactions, in the Movements of the preſent 
World, being ſubſequent, or in Conſequence 
of this great Revolution in the Nature of 
Man. 


So likewiſe all Oppoſition that would be 
made by the Adverſary, and his Seed, to defeat 
the divine Counſel, and purpoſe, for the Reco- 

very of fallen Man, is known unto God from 

the Beginning, or (in the ſame Style) before 

the. World began. All ©& the VESsSsELS of 

% Mercy,” under Direction of the Will and 

Word of God, to convey his Mercy and Grace 

Rom. ix. to repenting Sinners, and all the“ VesseLs 


22, 23. of Wrath“ under the Power of the Enemy, 


fitted for Deſtruction, and Difappointment in 
their Purpoſe of ſupplanting the faithful Ser- 
vants of God, in this World, are under View, 
from the Beginning, in the Foreknowledge of 
Eph. i 4. God, throughout the whole Extent of their 
Operations in this World, to which Purpoſe 
only the Terms, of Foreknowledge, and Pre- 
deſlineuon, Election, and Reprobation, as uſed 


| EF ww ] 
by the Apoſtle, may by his Authority be 
applied. 

According to' this Foreknowledge and Coun- 
ſel of God, your great Anceſtor of the Jewyb 
Nation, Abraham, was called of Cod, and in 
Conſequence of that Call, which he obeyed, 
ye were the choſen People of God, ſeparated 
from all other Nations, to become in his Hand 
| 8 = Bleſſing to all Families in the Earth: How Gen. 
t can you underſtand this glorious Privilege be- xxviii. 14 
- 

f 


longing to you unleſs you open your Eyes to 
ſee how it is conveyed, from your faithful An- 
ceſtors, by the Revelation of the Gofpel ? 

Take Heed, at length, to your own Prophets 
proclaiming the acceptable Year of the Lord, 
when the RANSOoMED, the © rEDeeMeED of the 1g. ac 
Lord, ſhall return, and come to Son with 


-7 


“ Songs, and everlaſting Joy upon their Heads.“ 

By acknowledging their Redemption and Re- 

A deemer, © they ſhall obtain Joy and Gladneſs, 

J and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall fly away.“ 

© | Your Sorrow and Sighing under the Burthen of 

5 | your Sins, muſt firſt lead you to look on him 
„whom ye have pierced, becauſe in that Death 2. ch. gi. 
you brought upon him, over which he triumph- 10. 


ed in the Power of his Reſurrection, you find 2 
the glorious Title of the mighty Conqueror, Kev. | 7 
(Pſalm xlv.) your King, the Meſſiah, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham ; and by diſcerning 
and confeſſing to the Honour of his Name, that 
he is the Saviour, our. Lord Jeſus, the Son of 
God, whom David prophetically- called his 
Lord, 


8 
— 


my 


: 


CW | 
Lord, (Pſalm ii.) you will be the foremoſt | in 
partaking of thoſe Bleſſings that his Reign will 
derive upon the Earth, on his ſecond coming in 


Triumph, to put down all the Power of the 
Enemy. 


Look upon yourſelves. at preſent in your mi. 
ſerable, diſperſed and deſpiſed Condition, that 
whereſogver you are ſuffered to live under the 
ruling Powers of the World, you are kept in the 
loweſt Subjection to their deſpotick Will and 
Rule over you; compare what Mes has told 
you with what you have felt, and do now feel, 
in the Completion of his prophetick Words 
_ obſerve how all the Curſes of the Law have 

fallen upon you, and ſti] remain unrevoked, 
until your Converſion to the Truth, and Grace 
in the Goſpel, prepares you for greater Bleſſings, 
than what you forfeited by your Piſobedience 
to the Law. 


From theſe Conſiderations be intreated, for 
the Sake of God, and the Honour due to his 
holy NAME, to ſearch out, from his Word, how 
you have fallen, and how you may be recovered 
again, and received into his Favour. For your 
own Sakes attend to' the Things which do be- 
long to your preſent, and your everlaſting 
Peace. 


And for our Sakes, who are deſcended from 
the Gentile World, we conjure you in the Name 
of the moſt high God, whom we jointly worthip 

| with 
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with you, to attend to the perfect Declaration 
of his Will by our Lord Jeſus, that through 


your returning to the true Faith in his Name, 


and thereby obtaining Mercy, and Forgiveneſs 
of your Sins, we alſo by your Means, and by 
your Example going before us, may be deliver- 
ed from our Sins, and from all thoſe Hereſies 
which have perverted our Faith, and corrupted 
our Practice. | 

Is there Difficulty in ſurmounting the Preju- 
dices you have received? We are indebted to 
you, for all the Help we can offer, to take 


away thoſe Stumbling-blocks which the Enemy 


of our Souls hath caſt in your Way. 
“Salvation is of the Jews ;'* we owe the 
Knowledge of one true God, and of his Worſhip 
to the Jews : Aſſert that Honour which belongs 
to your Nation, in conveying the Principles of 


Life and Immortality to a miſerable, deluded, 


ſinful World, and in that Glory which will be de- 
rived to you from acknowledging your Meſſiah 
in his true Character, you will make but little 
Account of your great Anceſtors, Abraham, Iſuac, 
and Jacob, for fo the holy Pſalmiſt has informed 
you, (Eſalm xlv. 16.) © Inſtead'of thy Fathers, 


„ ſhall be thy Children” in the true Faith, 


* whom thou mayeſt make Princes in all the 
« Earth,” 


In mak ing theſe wonderful Diſcoveries of the 


divine Mercy and Goodneſs towards you, which 


are yet in Reſerve, and to be manifeſted in due 
Time on your RETURN, we can give you no 
Help, 


13 · 16. 
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Help, but by holding that Light of the divine 
Oracles to your Feet, which ne have 


put into our Hands. 


Vour Happineſs muſt begin with the ſpiritual 


Reign of your Meſſiah over you, when your 


Hearts turn to him by receiving into them the 
ſpiritual Laws of his Kingdom, in comparing 
them with the. Law of the Old Covenant, you 
will find the true Reaſon for acknowledging your 
NMeſſiah in the Perſon of dux Lokp Jesus 


F * Cor. tl (CHRIST, and the VaiL will be taken away, 
- which hides him from your Sight. 


\ You will then make a right Account of the 


Power of his Kingdom, by taking Heed to the 


Deſcriptions which are given of him in your 


pProphetick Records; there you will ſee him 
clearly pointed out in the hiſtorical Prophecy of 
Vaiab, and particularly by the Pfalmiſt in Pſalm 
ii, xxii, xly, and lxxii. Compare theſe Creden- 


tials of his divine Commiſſion, with the Execu- 
tion of it, as recorded in the Goſpel, and you 
will then perceive, how all Circumſtances re- 
lating to bim, which have been foretold by the 
Prophets, whether of Sufferings or of Triumph, 
are witneſſed in their MT NH. by the 
Evangeliſts. 


- He has triumphed, wegn his Sufferings, 


in his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, over Satan, 


Sin, and Death; he has entered long ſince into 
bis Glory in the full Poſſeſſion of it; but it re- 


mains for you, who have had the PROMIsEs, 


(to 


l 1 
(to partake in his Triumph, and thereby to com- 
municate the BIESSINOG of SALVATION to all 
the Families of the Earth) now at length to 
awake, to obey his CALL, and to receive by 
your Faith in him, the glorious Privilege of be- 
ing the firſt and chief Subjects of his heavenly 
Kingdom, the happy Citizens of the. VN] 
* JERUSALEM.” 

O ye antient People of Gop ! 

O ye Nation of the Jews ! Kev. xxi. 

do again conjure you to accept of this my 
Labour in your Service, be intreated to give 
your Attention to a few Words concerning this 
great Controverſy between us, whether we 
ſhould become Proſelytes according to the Law 
of Moſes, or you be converted to the Faith in 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. 


You have no Difficulty to get over but what 
ariſes from uſurped Authority, * teaching for 
% Doctrines the Commandments of Men; 
ſhake off that Yoke which lies upon you by your 
blind Submiſſion to vain Traditions, hold faſt 
the Word of God, as it is written in the Law, 
and by the Prophets, under theſe Conditions, 
you will find no Difficulty in receiving the ſpi- 
ritual Law of the Goſpel; but as the Sons of * 
Abrabam in the true Faith, you will acknow- 
ledge your Deliverer, our Lord Jeſus; and in Ii. lix. 
that Confeſſion and Acknowledgment, which 20 
we make together with you, we are joined, and n_ * 
become your Proſelytes to the Law of univerſal 
Righteouſneſs, publiſhed by your Meſſiah in 
whom all the Families of the-Zarth are bleſſed. 


A PRE- 


Ifai. xxix. 
7 4M . 


Mat. v 


Jam, Ee 


Lord has told us, John iv. 22. 


Religion, which are made known to us only by 


P R E F A CE. 


H E Reaſon of aſſigning the Name to this 
form of Catechetical Inſtruction, by call- 

ing it The Poor Man's Religion in the Goſpel of 
CHR1sT, does ariſe from hence, that the Doc- 10 


trine of it, which is in the Goſpel, cannot be 1 


attained by the human Power of reaſoning 0 
from our own Knowledge, without divine Reve- 
lation, on which alone all true Religion is built: Ithe 


For howſoever a Man is exalted in the World the 


by human Learning, or Acquirements of any [Co 
Kind of Excellency in his own Eyes, or in the Ich. 
Eyes of other Men, yet he is por, and ſhould Joſt 
ſo eſteem himſelf poor, in Regard: to the real Neth. 
Wealth of Divine Wiſdom, WI to the Salva- 8 
tion of his Soul. vine 

In this Reſpect as that heavenly Wiſdom is Ne 
derived to us by the ſacred Oracles committed J 1 
to the Jews © Salvation is of the Jews,” as our 


To give Inſtances in the Principles of true 


the holy Writings. we may take theſe fallowing | 
Heads or principal Articles of Divine Truth. 


The \ 


- 


| * ] 
The Creation of the Heavens and of the 
Earth, and of all Things in them. 


The Unity, by the Revelation of the Name 
of God, Fad 

The Fall of Man. | 

The Promiſe of a Deliverer to ſubdue the 
Enemy, who tempted and deceived the Parents 
of Mankind. 

The Call of Abrabam. 

The Promiſes made to Abraham of a nume- 
tous Poſterity, to become a Bleſſing to all Fa- 
milies of the Earth, through the Meſſiah, the 
don of David, the Son of Abrabam. 

Theſe Principles, which were delivered to 
the Jews under the Old Covenant of Works in 
the Moral Law, are all taken into the New 
Covenant of Grace and Mercy in the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; by which are added, for our perfect 
lnſtruction to the Purpoſe of our Salvation, 
other Principles alſo neceſſary to that End. 

Such are theſe following chief Heads of di- 
vine Knowledge, which are conveyed in the 
New Teſtament, 

The Revelation of the ngw Names -“ the 
“Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” which con- 
tains, by Expoſition in the Terms, our Relation 


„ God as our Creator, our Redeemer, and 


inCtifier. 


The Method of our Salvation purchaſed far 
us by the miraculous Birth, the holy Life, and 
ufferings of our Redeemer, the Son of God; 
A and 


Eph. iii. 
3» 4» 5» 


Col, i. 26. 


his Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion into Heaven, 


Reach of human Wiſdom, Reaſon, or Under 


Lm 1 
and in his human Nature the Son of David, the 
Son of Abraham, by Faith and by Nature. 
The Victory over Satan, Sin, and Death, Ws 
which was accompliſned by him, and proved by 


The Reſurrection of our Bodies from the 
Grave, to be again united to our Souls. An 
everlaſting State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 


| 


Theſe and many other very important Truths, 
are all derived from the Inſtruction of holy 
Scripture, and are communicated to us by 
divine Counſel : They are Myſteries, that is 
Hidden divine Secrets, which can only be made 
known to us by Inſtruction from the holy Writ 
ings ; they are unſearchable, or beyond the 


ſtanding to diſcover : But when they are pro 
poſed in the Order of Divine Wiſdom, they ar: 
made clear to our Underſtandings, ſo far as wi £ 
are concerned to apprehend them; and the , 
require our Attention, and our Faith to receive , 
them, as the true Principles of our Life, # 


If they are rejected by us, we do Violence t 
our Minds, for which we muſt account at th 
Judgment-Seat of God, by the Forfeiture « 
Happineſs, and the Sufferings of his everlaſtin 
Diſpleaſure, which are the Penalties announce 
by him againſt our wilful Diſobedience, an- 
Contempt of his W re to us in th 
Goſpel of Chriſt. | 


—_— » 2 
Al 


Univerſal Catechiſm, 
by &c . | 


we Weſt, HAT Need has a Man of Re- | 
* ligion? 5 
der 4nſ. To bring him to Heaven, and eternal | 


Happineſs, after the ſhort Time of his Trial is 
Mover in “ this evil World.” | 


9. Why is it called an evil World ? 

A, Becauſe Sin and Death are in it. Rom. iv, 
VII. 7, 

9. What; is Sin ? e 


A. An Offence committed againſt the revealed 
ill of God. 


9. How did Sin and Death find Entrance 
"to the World? 


A. By the Tranſgreſſon of the firſt Man and Gen. iii. 
oman, Adam and Eve, the Parents of all Man- 2 3: 4 
ind, who rebelled againſt the Word of God. 


9, How came they to rebel againſt the Word 
ff God? K 


* 


1 A. The 


T2 7 


1 Tim. ii. A. The Woman was firſt deceived into the 

145 Tranſgreſſion, by the Tempter Satan, in the 
Diſguiſe of a Serpent; and ſhe prevailed on her 
Gen-iii. 6. Huſband to become her Partner in the Sin. 


Q: Did Death immediately follow upon the 
Commiſſion of Sin? 


A. Tes; the Nature of Man became mortal, 
although the Separation of the Body and Soul 
did not immediately enſue upon it. 


Q. How did the Soul of Man ſuffer by Sin? 

A. In it's ſpiritual Nature, being miſled from 
the true Principle of Life ; when the Word of 
Rom. viii God was ſet aſide, to embrace the Lye of the 
Epheſ i; Serpent, a Separation, or Enmity, between 
15, God and the Soul of Man enſued, and in 
Conſequence it became ſubject to ſpiritual Dil: 
'eaſes which his Rebellion had introduced, 


©, What are thoſe Diſeaſes ? 


A. Such as the original Tempter had commu} 
nicated by his Suggeſtions to our firſt Parents, ¶ the 
5. and are chiefly, Envy with ſpiritual Pride, de- ¶ the 
| firing to reſemble God in Wiſdom, and by their 

own Inventions to eſtabliſh their Happineſs in- I tha. 
dependent of him in this World. Alſo a Re-Fion 
„  liance upon their own Judgment, to diſcernſaſte 
Gen. ii. 6. „hat was good for them to enjoy among thefa*n 
Objects of their bodily Senſes, attended with dig 
a continual Weakneſs, or Infirmity of Mind, !efe 
ungqer an habitual Propenſity to doubt, diſbelieve by t 
Pſal. ü. and reject the Word of God, and to delight, the 
- and truſt in Lies. 


9. How 


” — 


1 


9, How did the Body of Man ſuffer by Sin? 


he A. As it became mortal by Sin, it is ſubject, 
er in Conſequence, to all thoſe Diſorders which 
foreſhew, and at length accompliſh, the depara- 
neon of the Soul from the Body. 
9, By what Name is the Tranſgreſſion of our 
al, MW firſt Parents known among Chriſtians ? 
ul A. It is called Original Sin, as being the firſt 
in that was committed by our firſt Parents, by 
ich the original Source of Mankind in them 
m vas corrupted, 
of ©, How was that ſinful Act committed by 


our firſt Parent? 


ny A. By cating the Fruit of a Tree of which 
cs they were commanded by God not to eat, as 
11. 


being diſtinguiſhed from other Trees by it's 
Name, of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil. 

©. Had this Name any Correſpondence with 
ts, the Effects, ariſing froin the nn in eating 
le-: the forbidden Fruit? 
rfl 4. It had; for, by this — ln of 
n- chat Tree, the Conſequences of the Tranſgreſ- 
e · ¶ ſon were foreſhewn, which appeared quickly 
maſter to the Offenders; when their Actions, in 
he mortal ſinful Life, were influenced by the 
th Sight of their own Eyes, to which they were 
d, referred, directing them to look for Happineſs, 
vel by their Knowledge of Good and Evil, among 
the Objects of their Senſes, 
712 ©. Doth 


Gen. ii. 


Cen. I. 7, 


\ 


Gen. iii. 
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©, Doth this prophetick Name convey any 
mn to their Deſcendants? 


A. It doth continually remind us of the true 
Cauſe of our preſent imperfect State, in which 
all our Enjoyments of earthly Comforts, are 
mixed, and blended with Evils: The Pleaſures 
and Pains: of Senſe, afford the Motives of Ac. 
tion in this mortal ſinful Life, which is conti. 
nued, and at length concluded in Death, by the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Hence the Ex. 
perience of all Mankind, from the Beginning 
to the End of Time, bears Witneſs to the pro. 
phetick Truth of the Divine Record. 


By what Name is the Alteration, which 
was mach by Diſobedience to God, in the Con- 
dition of our firſt Parents, known among Chriſ- 


tians? 


A. It is called the Fall of Man. | i 
D, Why i is it thus called? ? | n 
re 


A. Becauſe they degraded, and debaſed them- 
ſelves by perverſe Choice, in forſaking the true 
Principle of Life, which is the Word of God. Pf 
and in Conſequence fell under the Tyranny 0 
Satan, by complying with his Word and Will to 
when he prevailed, with his Artifice, to per- ve 
ſuade them to live by their own Wills, ſubjectſ De 


nevertheleſs to his Power, under the Slavery olf Je 


Sin, through their Deluſion by him. = 


©, Doth this Deluſion continue to paſs upon 
their Deſcendants with like Effect ? 


A. lt 


C5 1 
A. It doth, when we conceive falſely, that 
we do, or can, enjoy Liberty, or attain to 
Happineſs, by following our own Wills, in 
worldly or ſeaſual Gratifications. 


©. In what then does our Liberty conſiſt? 
A. In the Conformity of our Wills to the true 


of God, to which no Reſiſtance can be made 
that will deprive us of Happineſs. 


©, What Hope was given to the fallen Pa- 
rents of Mankind, to ſupport them under the 
Miſeries of this mortal State? 


A. God was pleaſed to ſhew his Mercy to 
them, by his Sentence of Condemnation paſſed 
upon the Serpent, as the Author of their Rebel- 
lion, and ſo far diminiſhed the Weight of their 
Tranſgreſſion, by charging him as the firſt Mover 
in it: and in that Sentence alſo, God was pleaſ- 
ed to promiſe a Deliverance, in future Time, 
from the ſpiritual Power of the Enemy. 


In what Manner was this Deliverance 
promiſed ? 


A In ſuch prophetick Terms of a Victory, 
to be obtained over the Enemy, as were then 
4 very obſcure, but yet did clearly point out our 
Deliverer, the Saviour of Mankind, Oux Loxp 
Jesvs Cyr1sT, when he appeared in his hu- 
man Nature, reſiſting and deſtroying all the 
Power of Satan over the Bodies and Souls of 

1 3 Men, 


Principle, or Rule of Life, the Will or Word 
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Men, and at length by his Death, to which, as 
he was free from Sin, the Enemy had no Title, 
paid the Price of our Deliverance from the 
Grave, and opened the Gate of Everlaſting Life 
for us to follow him, to his triumphant King 
dom in Heaven. 

9. In what Space of Time, after the original 
Sin was committed, did our Saviour N up- 
on Earth? 


A. About four thouſand Vears after it. 


©. How was this Interval of Time employ 
ed? 

A. In furniſhing 8 under the Wiſdom 
of Divine Providence, preparatory to the great 
Deſign of bringing a Saviour into the World, 
jn the Fulneſs of Time? appointed for it. 


©, In what State did the World remain, as 
to Religion, in that Interval of Time? 


A. All Nations of the World were Worſhip- 
pers of falſe Gods, one only excepted. 


© What Nation is that which was except- 
ed? 

A. The Nation of the Jews. | 

9, How were they preſerved from Idolatry ? 


A. By the Call of God unto Abraham their 
Anceſtor, who obeyed his Voice, and forſook 
the Religion of his n who eee 


tale Gods. 
©, By 


1 


4% 
©, By what Name is this great Anceſtor of 
the Jewiſh Nation diſtinguiſhed in Regard to 
Religion ? 


A. He is called the Father of the Faithful. 
2 Why is he ſo called? 


A. Becauſe he was the Father of the Jewi/h 
People, who had by him the Faith in the true 
God, and from them it has deſcended unto all 
other Nations of the Earth who believe in him. 
But Abraham is molt eminently the Father of 
the Faithful, as our Lord the Meſhah is, in the 
ſacred Style, called the Son of Abraham, who 
was his Father by the Order of his natural De- 
cent from the Jewiſb People, and this Son is 
the chief Leader of the faithful Sons of Abraham. 


©, Did this Privilege of being called The 


Father of the Faithful, belong to Abraham by 


Divine Appointment ? 

A. It did, by eſpecial Deſignation, for to 
Abrabam, in prophetic Style, it was promiſed, 
« in thee ſhall all Families of the Earth be 
4 bleſſed.” 

9. How was this Promiſe to Abraham, that 
all Nations ſhould be bleſſed in him, fulfilled? 


A. By the Separation of the Jewiſh People, 
from all other Nations, as a peculiar People in 
the Hand of God, to become his. Inſtrument 
for Salvation to all the Ends of the Earth. 


I 4 ©. How 


Gen. xii, 
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©, How was the Jewiſh Nation ſeparated, 

from all other Nations, in worthipping con true 
God? 

A. By his Revelation of a divine Lan given 
to them with his Name, and under the Sanc- 
tion of his Authority, confirming all the Pre- 
cepts of it. 

9, Of what Parts did this Law conſiſt? 


A. Of two principal Parts, the Moral Law, 
and the Ceremonial Law. 


2, What is the Moral Law? | 


A. The Ten Commandments, contained in Two 
Tables written originally in Stone, by the Fin- 
ger of God, and delivered by his Servant Moſes, 
the Lawgiver, to the Nation of 1/rael, 


©, Why are theſe Commandments called the 
Moral Law ? 


A. Becauſe they require the Performance of 
thoſe Duties to God and Man, which are ne- 
ceſlary to direct and influence the Mora's, or 
Manners, of Men united in Society, for ob- 


taining their Happineſs, or Werden in the 
World. 


©, What is the Ceremonial Law? 


A. It conſiſted of many Precepts, delivered 
at ſundry Times, and on different Occaſions, 
relating to the External Order of Religious Acts 
and Services, in' the formal Celebration of Di- 
vine Worſhip, which was then. attended with 
much outward Shew of Magnificence, as being 
neceſſary, 


[ 9 1 

neceſſary, at that time to preſerve the Tſrazlites 
from the Temptation of being fled, by their 
idolatrous Neighbours, to ſerve | falſe Gods, 


through the pompous Shews and Feſtivals of 
Heathen Worſhip. 


9, How did the J-w1ſh Nation onde a8 
an lu rument in the hand of God, to convert 
the dolatrous Nat ons of the Earth unto the 
true od, before the coming of the Meſſiah ? 

A. By conducting and ſettling that People, in 
the midſt of the Nirions, in oppoſition to all the 
Reſ1itance that could be made againſt them by 
the Heathenis, under the De uſions of their falſe 
Gods, the \|mighty Power of the true God, the 
God of Ire, was evidenced in their Sight; 

And by the Law delivered in his Name, and 
under the Authority of divine Command, to 
the Nation of Iſrael, the Knowledge of the true 
God by his Name, together with the Wiſdom 
of divine Inſtruction, were conveyed in their 
Moral and Political Inſtitutions, thro* the Na- 
tions among whom the 1/raelites were diſperſed. 

9, Did any conſiderable Effect follow from 
| theſe the moſt probable Means, according to 
human Appearances, of converting the Hea- 
then World from Idolatry? 


A. There did not, for the Worſhip of falſe 


Gods continued, among all other Nations, un- 


til the Coming of Chriſt, 
2 Howis this to be accounted for? 


A. Becauſe 


k. v. 


[ 10 ] 

A. Becauſe the Jews were an inconſiderable 
People, in reſpect to their temporal Power, 
when compared to that of the Great Empires, 
of Miria, Babylon, and Egypt, in their Neigh- 
bourhood; and as theſe Nations did ſuppoſe 
their Power was continued under the Protection 
of their Idols, they could not, in their way of 
reaſoning, forſake their falſe Gods to embrace 


the Faith in the true God, whoſe People were 


inferior to them. The ſame Argument, from 
ſuperiority in temporal Power, had alſo it's 


Effect upon the Fewi/ſh People, when they de- 


manded a King to be ſet over them “ like all 
« the Nations,“ and in ſubverting the Form of 


divine Inſtitution, by their Policy in Govern- 


ment, did in conſequence produce their W 
to Idolatry. 

9. Was not this a perverſe Argument? 

A. It was, for their Inferiority, in temporal 
Power, ſhould have been an Argument of Con- 
viction to retain them in Obedience to the true 
God, when he gave chem, in times of their 
Diſtreſs, miraculous Deliverances from the 


Hands of their more powerful Adverſaries; and 


ſo they are reproved for their Infidelity by the 
Prophet on this account, Jerem. ii. 11.“ Hath 
« a Nation changed it's Gods, which are yet 
& no Gods? but my People have changed their 
Glory for that which doth not profit“ the 


Worſhippers of it. 
©. What was the true Cauſe of this perverſe 


Choice? 


A. The 


9 
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A. The Propenſity of our depraved Nature, 
to judge according to Appearances, without 
attending to divine Counſel, to direct our Steps 


by our Underſtanding; but in oppoſition to it, 
making our CIWice, to walk by Sight, and not 
by Faith. 

9. Did the Moral or Ceremonial 165 afford 
to the Fews any Help in this Caſe ? TH 

A. None, as by Experience did appear ; for 
their Obedience to divine Command, under 
the Law was required, by temporal Rewards 
and Puniſhments, and of courſe their Hearts 
were fixed on the Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of 
earthly Things, to find Happineſs among them, 
and through this Temptation, perverſely taken, 
to follow their own Wills, in judging and acting 
for their immediate, preſent Advantage, they 
tranſgreſſed the Laws of God, and forfeited by 
Diſobedience his Favour and Protection, upon 
which their Continuance in worldly Proſperity 
did invariably depend, 

9, Had the Conſtitution of the Jewiſh Law 
any Reference to the Original Tranſgreſſion, to 
inſtruct Mankind in the natural Conſequences 
of it ? | 

A, It had an immediate Reference to it, for 
the preſent Rewards and Puniſhmenis by which 
that Law was enforced, made Trial of the 
Behaviour of that People, upon the Principle 
of the KNowLEpGE of Goop and Evil, by 


which our corrupted Nature would chuſe to 
live; 


tony 


ves xvi, live; and their Tranſgreſſions of the Lay, 
gave an Example to © convince the World of 
« Sin,” ariſing from their own Wilfulneſs, in 
the Order of divine Government eſtabliſhed 
among them, 

9, Why do you call the Conſtitution of the 
Fewiſh Law the moſt favourable Conceſſion, in 
the Order of divine Government? 

A. Becauſe the Moxau Law of good Works, 
which is the Law of NATURE, or the Law of 
REason, was perfeCted by it, through divine 

' Inftruftion, and was propoſed as being the Law 
under which all Men, aiming at Happineſs in 
this World, would chuſe to live: It was admit- 
ted alſo, by Suppolition, in the Delivery of 
this Law, that Men are capable of governing 
themſelves by the Law of Reaſon, or in other 
Words, that they are, what they ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves to be, FREE AGenTs, and accordingly 
had a Covenant made with them, to inſure their 
temporal Happinefs and Proſperity, by divine 
Interpoſition and Protection, upon their Obedi- 

ence to the Law of Nature. 
O; Are there any Intimations given in Holy 

S.ͤcripture, concerning the Inſufficiency of this 

£ Law delivered to the Jewiſh Nation ? 
_ **. A. There are many Declarations expreſly 
Iſai.lxv. 17 given to this Purpoſe, eſpecially by the Deſig. 
Fig. 15, nation of another Lau- -giver after Maſes. | 


3132.33, ©, Where 
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A Where is this to be found ? 
A. Deut. xviii. 15. In the Words of Moſes to 
the People of Jrae, the Lord thy God will 
« raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from the midſt 
« of thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me” (a 
Law-giver) © unto him ye ſhall hearken” de- 
livering the Law, as, at your own Requeſt, a 
Mediator © according to all that thou deſireſt of 
the Lord thy God in Horeb, in the Day of the 
« Aſſembly, ſaying, let me not hear the Voice 
« of the Lord my God, neither let me ſee this 

« great Fire any more, that I die not, And the 
Lord ſaid unto me, they have well ſpoken 
&« that which they have ſpoken” in deſiring a 
Mediator © I will raiſe them up a Prophet from 
« among their Brethren, like unto thee, and 
« will put my Words inte his Mouth, and he 
e ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I command 
e him. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſo- 
« ever will not hearken unto my Words which 
« he ſhall peak in my Name, I will require it 
« of him.” 


This Prophecy does moſt clearly intimate, 
that a new Commiſſion was deſigned for a Perſon 
like unto Meſes, one of their Brethren, with the 
higheſt Authority to declare the Will of God, 


and under the Threatening of his unlimited 


Diſpleaſure againſt whoſoever will not hearken 
unto him. Therefore it follows that the Reve- 
lation of the Will of God, to his People, as 
delivered by Moſes, was not compleat, but that 

another 


Exod. xx, 


19. 
Deut. v. 


25. 27. 


Acts iii. 
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another Mediator, and Law-giver, would in due 
time appear to make it perfect. 

©, What: other Prophecies do refer to this 
great Event ? 

A. Al! the Prophets, the greater * the leſs, 
do point forward to it, according to the Obſer. 
vation of St. Peter, who quotes the above Pro- 
phecy and adds © yea and all the Prophets 
* from Samuel” (upwards) © and all thoſe that 
« follow after, as many as have ſpoken, have 
&« likewiſe foretold of theſe Days.” They have 
in Prophetic Style delivered the Hiſtory # the 


Birth, and Life and Preaching, of the Sufferings 


and Death, 5 the Ne and Aſcenſion 
to fulfil . the Covenant . 0 God made with 
© our Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, and in 
thy Seed ſhall all the Kindreds of the Earth be 
« bleſſed.” T. 

©, What Conſequences did ariſe among the 
Gentiles, being referred to their own Counſels, 
for eſtabliſhing their religious, and civil Po- 
licies? 

A. In regard to their Religion, idolatrous 
Worſhip of falſe Gods univerſally prevailed 
among them, altho? it is plain from the Writings 
and Diſcourſes of their learned Men, that divine 
Truth, derived from the ſacred Oracles among 
the Jews, was intermixed in their Reaſonings 
and Diſcourſes upon religious and moral Sub- 


Jets, In regard to civil Policy, among the 
. 


„ „ 
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Heathen Nations, they were taught by Experi- 
ence, in attending to the Natural Wants and 
Weakneſſes of Men united in Society, to frame 
ſuch Laws, in their reſpective Communities, as, 
in general, did correſpond with the Moral 
Law, confirmed by divine Authority to the 
Nation of Iſrael, which gave occaſion to the 
Apoſtle's Obſervation concerning the Gentiles, 
that they © having not the Law” by divine 
Authority © are a Law unto themſelves, which 
« ſhew the Work of the Law written in their 
Hearts, their Conſcience alſo hearing Wit- 
* neſs, and their Thoughts the mean while ac- 
cuſing or elſe excuſing one another“ accord- 
ing to the ſame Rule, of moral Righteouſneſs 
by their Works, by which the Jews were alſo 
to be judged. 

9. How did this Conduct of divine Provi- 
dence, prepare the Way for the coming of a 
Saviour into the World? | 

A. By convincing both Fews and Gentiles, by 
heir Experience, that they were inſufficient by 
their own Counſels or Reſolutions to keep ſted- 
; Bfaſt to the Moral Law of Righteouſneſs by their 
Works, and thereby preſerve their religious 
and civil Inſtitutions from Corruption and Diſſo- 
> ution; but that, by living ſubje to the Law 
of their Own Re asovn, all their Political Con- 
Iſtitutions muſt fail, in preſerving their reſpec- 
Ive Communities from a Political Decay, as 
certainly as the natural Body of Man comes to 


its Death, after it is ſupported ſo long as may 
be, 


Rom. ii. 
14 1 5 


= 
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be, according to the Rule of Appetite, with 
Meat, Drink, and other bodily Refreſhments, 


9. What Concluſion does follow from this 
Obſervation ? 


A. That Happineſs in this World cannot be 
obtained by the Jew, through Juſtification by 
his Works, on which by the Moral Law it 
does depend ; neither by the Gentile, as the 
miſerable Eſtate of the Gentile World, ſubject 
to the Deluſions of falſe Gods, and imperfed 
Syſtems of Government by human Policy, does 
evince ; and, conſequently, that the univerſal 
Obje of Perſuit, through all human Arts and 
Devices of our natural Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, that is, our Happineſs, in this World, is 
irrecoverably loſt, by Sin and Death entering 
into it, and ſo paſſing on all Men, through the 
original Corruption of our Nature, by the Diſ: 

. obedience of our firſt Parents to the Word of 
God, 


. What evil Conſequences do ariſe to the 


denying the Entrance of original Sin, and- the 
Effects of it ? 


A. His invariable Attachment to the Mor a 
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a 
. 9. What evil Conſequences did ariſe in the 


Heathen World, from their Ignorance of the 
original Tranſgreſſion? 


A. Univerſal Ignorance of the true God, and 
of his Will, endleſs Doubts, and Difficulties, 
among their wiſeſt Men concerning Happineſs, 


Ground to reſt their Hopes on of a future happy 
Exiſtence in a better Life. 


9. What dangerous Conſequences do ariſe 
among Chriſtians who diſown, or deny the ori - 
ginal Tranſgreſſion, or it's Influence on the Race 
of Mankind ? 


A. The ſame as to the cus, with Reſpect to 
in invariable Attachment to the Law of Na- 
TRE, and Juſtification by Works, and of 
Courſe, a Doubting, or Diſbelief of a Re- 
deemer being neceſſary to reſtore fallen Man to 
the Favour of God, Hence do proceed the va- 
tious Attempts that have been made, to depre- 
Fciate the Perſon and Wiſdom of our Redeemer, 
by all the ſubtle Devices of heretical Impoſtures. 
ence alſo unwearied Endeavours have proceed- 
d to exalt human Reaſon into a Self. ſufficiency 
n it's own Powers, thereby to make ſome ſatiſ- 
atory Account of the great [Improvements our 
nderſtandings have received by the Light of 
he Goſpel, which Unbelievers are fain to derive 
om ſome more ſucceſsful Attainments, in 
vine and human Learning, acquired by their 
wn ſuperior Skill and Addreſs, unknown to the 
a i K former 
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former Ages of the World. From this hig 
Conceit, their Dictates of philoſophical Mora 
lity, (embelliſhed with divine Truth ſurrepriti 


ouſly taken) have gained Admittance to compar 
or to contend, with the Authority of the Goſpe| 


Q. In what Inſtance more particularly doe: 
this high Conceit prevail to the Prejudice of re 
vealed Religion ? 


A. Chiefly in the falſe Suppoſition, that Gu 
can be known to us by our Reaſon, exer iſe 
upon the Objects of our Senſes, or by Medit: 
tions upon his Works. 


Q: How does it appear that this Suppol... 
is falſe ? 


A. Becauſe all the preſumptive Demon. 
tions, which are alledged for that Purpoſe, d | 
reſt upon a falſe Foundation of the Argume 7 © 
which is eaſily ſhewn by attending to the Tern 
in which they are conceived. Beſides, it | my! 
evident that the fundamental Article of fp 
ritual Knowledge, which infers Obedience . 
the Almighty Power of God muſt be receive I 
by Falru, throughout the whole Creation q 
his intelligent Creatures; for the higheſt Ini rab 
bitants of Heaven, can only know, by Fait 2 
that they were created (as that Perfection q holy 
their Knowledge muſt be communicated t 
them after they are in Being) in like Manner 
we are informed by Faith in the Wok p of Gor 


ca in the Ae God created the He 
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4 yens.and the Earth.” Hence this great Prin- 
ciple of divine Truth is given, to be the Light 
of NaTuRE, and FalrE is the univerſal Mo- 
tive. of Obedience to the Will of God, in Hea- 
Len and in Earth, By this Principle of Faith in 
the Word of Gop, all the intelligent Subjects of 
the divine Dominion are held, in their reſpective 
ſubordinate Subjection, at an Equal, that is, 
at an infinite, Diſtance, from the great CREATOR 
of the Heavens, and of the Earth. 


9. What good Effects do ariſe in conſequence 
of this Obſervation through all Enquiries rela- 
ting to Religion ? 


1 


Alt cuts off all Pretenſions to the Diſcovery 
of true Religion by the uninſtructed Reaſon 
or Faculties of the Human Mind; ſince the 
Impoſſibility of knowing, and the impious Fol- 
ly of pretending to know, the Will of God, 
concerning our moral and religious Behaviour, 
muſt be confeſſed, when it is acknowledged, 
as the Truth is, that we cannot know that Gop 
Is, or that The Loxp our Gop is Owe 
„ Lord” but by his holy Word; fo, by this 
Inference, all true Religion is eſtabliſhed i inva- 
A riably on divine Revelation. 


t 9. Can this be proved in direct Terms of 
; holy Scripture ? 


A. It can, by the Words of St. Paul, „He 
that cometh to Gop, muſt BZLIE VE that He 
A © is,“ therefore the Attempt of demonttrating 
at Truth, is an Offence againſt good Faith in 

K 2 the 


Heb. xi. 6. 


John xiv. 
6. 


Rom.i 21. 


parture from the Truth, © when,” by com- 


or diſbelieving, that Article of divine Revela- 
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the Word of God, by which, only, He, and i 4 
his Will, ate made known to us. * 


9. How is the impoſſibility of knowing the MW (' 
Will of God, through the Power of our own the 
Reaſon, in regard to religious Worſhip, exem- Il /ati 
plified by the Practice of the Heathen World? I Sin 


A. By the profane, impious, or impure Ce- 
remonies, which were inſtituted by them, for 
the publick, or in the private and myſterious 
Worſhip of falſe Gods, and alſo by their de- 


munication to them from the divine Oracles 
among the Jews, © they knew God,” yet by 
arguing after their own Manner about him, 
they glorified him not as God, by attend- 
ing to the Revelation of his Will, made to 
the Jews, but became vain in their Imagina- 
tions, or Reaſonings about it. 


9. What are the general evil Confequences, 
throughout the World, of not attending to, 


tion, concerning Original Sin, and the Effects 
of it on our Nature corrupted by it ? 


A. The deluſive Object of worldly Happineſs 
1s fondly entertained, and perſued, by the Ima- 
ginations of all Men, more or leſs, in all Stages 
of active Life; it mixes imperceptibly, and un- 
avoidably in their Reafonings throughout their 
Continuance in this evil World ; and as this 
Deceit in the Heart is commoa to all the Sons 
of fallen Man, it gives Birth to ſinful. Errors in 

the 


L. 1 J 
the Practice of the beſt Men, but, ſince this is 
unavoidable, in our preſent weak, mortal State 
( for there is no Man who ſinneth not“ 1 Kings 
through this Deluſion) our Knowledge by Reve- 46, 
lation, which diſcovers the true Cauſe of our &. 10. 
Sins, ſhould incline us to mutual Charity, and 
Forbearance of one another : Whereas, if we 
ſet aſide this Knowledge, or diſbelieve the 
Truth, as we find it ſet forth in the Word of 
God, we cannot eſcape from the Vanity of Eccleſ. i, 
ſeeking after, and reſting our Happineſs on © 
arthly Joys, and the Pleaſures of this preſent 
Time; and in their Perſuit muſt become liable 
o be influenced by the diſorderly Paſſions of 
Invy, Pride, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, which 
iſturb the Peace of Mankind in all the various 
 Wonditions, and Stages, of publick and private 
Fife; from theſe evil Paſſions, working their 
Vay through the Courſe of this World, the 
ublick Calamities af Mankind are derived, by 
ars, T reaſons, Rebellions ; and private Mi- 
ries, by Injuſtice, Luſt, and Falſehood, in 
ie Commerce and Converſations of Mankind, 


| 
„ 


” WM 


G Ki 


How doth the Scripture account for the 
lufficiency of the Moral Law to reſtrain theſe 
orders? 


A. Becauſe in it's Object, and in the Sanctions Rom. viii. 
it * the Law was weak thro' the Fleſh,” and ieh 1 
erefore inſufficient to lead, and preſerve Man- 18 

d in the perfect Diſcharge of moral Duties, 

which their Righteouſneſs in the Sight of 

n K 3 God, 


1 John i, 
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God, and their Happineſs in this Life, by the 
Promiſes given by him in the en of 
that Law, do depend. 


* How i is the Moral Law weak in it's. Ob- 
ject? n - 


A. On this Account, . it was directed 
chiefly to reform, and to regulate the external 
Actions and Behaviour of Men, in Society, 

towards each other, and did afford no inward 
i ſpiritual Aid, nor make any Allowance for the 

Corrupted Nature of Man in his fallen State; 
and therefore it could not accompliſh that per- 
fect Form of moral Righteouſneſs, which the 
Terms of it did require, in ſinful Men who 
were the Objects of it. 


How is the Moral Law weak in the Sanc- 
tions of it? 


A. Beeauſe the general Promiſes of temporal 
Proſperity to encourage Obedience, and the 
Threatenings of temporal Puniſhments for Diſ- 
obedience, to it, which are the Sanctions of 
that Law, do lead Men, ſubject to fleſhly In- 
firmity, to reaſon falſely . upon their Happineſs 
as attainable in their preſent State, and allo 
tempt them, for im mediate private Ends, to 
tranſgreſs, and to forfeit that Righteouſneſs, on 
which by the Moral Law, the Well. being of 


the whole Society, including the worldly Hap- 


pineſs of each Individual, is made to depend, 
| | 9. What 
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9. What Concluſion then does follow con- 


cerning the Mox AL LAW; why was it given, if 
it could not accompliſh the End it aimed at ? 


A. It was given to yindicate the TRUTH, the John xvi. 
RigHTEoUsNEss, and JusTict of God. His 8 


Truth in declaring from the Beginning the Con- 


ſequences that would follow from Diſobedience Gen. ii. 
to his Command. His Righteouſneſs, /,, By “ 


the perfect Obedience performed by our Re- 
deemer according to the Terms of the Moral 


Law, making it © honourable,” by fulfilling it Vai. xlii. 
in his own Perſon. 24ly, By his Declaration of 


the ſpiritual Law in his Goſpel, by which we 


may attain to the Righteouſneſs of Faith through Gal. iii, 
him, which is the End of the Law. Laſtly, his jj xvi. 
uſtice, by referring thoſe to Judgment by the 11. 


oral Law, who will not embrace the Terms of- 
the ſpiritual Lay in the Goſpel Revelation, 


9. How is the State of Mankind repreſented 
in Scripture, previous to the coming of our Re- 
deemer into the World ? 


A. By the Enumeration of the Miſeries and 
Miſchiefs, to which both Jews and Gentiles 
were expoſed, while they continued under the 
Law of Nature, as we find the Wickedneſs and 
Wretchedneſs of the World, in all Sorts of 
abominable and corrupted Manners, with the 
evil Conſgquences of them, are ſet forth by the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, who has moſt abundantly argued 

| K 4 through- 


throughout the whole Caſe of the Controverſy, 


r John v. 
19. 


Gal. iv. 4 
Mal. iv. 2. 


2 Tim. i. 
10. 
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in Behalf of the Goſpel Revelation, againſt the 
Prejudices and Attachments of the Jew, and of 
the Gentile, in Favour of the Law of NATURE, 
(or Moral Law ;) and in that hopeleſs State, 
condemned to Death by the Sentence of the 
Law, © the whole World lieth in Wickedneſs,” 
without any poſſible Remedy by their own En- N. 
deavours, to eſcape the Puniſhment due to the 

Guilt of their Tranſgreſſions, until it pleaſed tur 
God, in * the Fulneſs of Time” to ſend his 

Son, the promiſed Meſſiah, our Lord Jeſus Þ ., q 
Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, © with heal- 
« ing Wings,“ to ariſe upon this ſinful World, 
to diſpel the Darkneſs, and bring“ Life and | _ < 
Immortality to Light by his Goſpel.” 
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Of the Kingdom of Gop, 
in the Goſpel Age. 


Queſt, Y what Name is the Law of the 
Goſpel diſtinguiſhed, in holy Scrip- 
ture, from the Moral Law ? 
A. It is called the © Law of the Spirit of 
Life,“ in Oppoſition to the other which is the 
Law of Sin and Death.“ 


Rom. 8. 2. 


2 Cor. iii. 
7, 8, 9. 


9. Why is it called the Law of the Spirit 


« of Life?“ 


A. Becauſe the Precepts of it are chiefly di- 
reed to improve the Mind of Man, to inform 
his Underſtanding, regulate his Wills and go- 
vern his Paſſions, that all the Actions of his 
Life may proceed from the Spirit of Life within 
him, ordering his Steps to the true Object of 
his Happineſs by obtaining the Love and Favour 
of God, 

9. Is it not called the © Law of the Spirit of 
« Life'? upon ſome other Account alſo? 


A. It is, on Account of the Reconciliation, 
and free Grace, of the holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
Life enlightening and directing the Minds of 
Men for Obedience to the Will of God, to per- 
form acceptable Service to him, and fo to begin 
that ſpiritual Life which leads unto eternal Life, 
as 


2 Cor. v. 
18, 19. 
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as it is promiſed to the faithful Obſervers of the, 
ſpiritual Law. 


©, Is not eternal Life promiſed upon Condi- 


tion of obſerving the Precepts of the Moral Law? 


A. Men are fain to promiſe ſo much to them- 


ſelves, and to make what Allowance they think 


fit for their Tranſgreſſ ions, but, by the Word 
of God, eternal Life is not promiſed to the 
Obſervers of the Moral Law; for the Promiſes 
which were given to encourage Obedience to it, 


were only ſuch as concerned the temporal Well- 


being of Mankind in this World, as ſubject to 


it, and do all correſpond with the natural Appe- 
tites of Men, inclining to ſeek for their Reſt 


Eph. vi. 2. 


Lev. xviii. 


Rack xx. 
„ 
Gal. iii. 1 2. 
Rom. vii. 
13. 


and Happineſs in the preſent Life; and ſo all 
the ſubſequent Promiſes, to encourage Obedi- 
ence to the Moral Law, agree with the “ firſt 
© Commandment with Promiſe, Honour thy 
« Father and thy Mother, that it may be well 
& with thee, and thou mayeſt live long on the 
« Earth.” 


9. What farther Account can be given, why 
eternal Life was not promiſed upon Condition 
of the Obſervance of the Law of Nature, or 
Moral Law ? 

A. It was not promiſed, becauſe the Condi- 
tion of unerring Obedience to that Law, on 
which the Promiſes given by it were due, never 
was performed by any Perſon but by our Sa- 
viour himſelf ; for, through the natural Corrup- 


tion of Mankind, working under the Moral 
Law, 
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Law, it was tranſgreſſed univerſally by both * viii. 
Jews and Gentiles, and fo became the“ Law of 1 mY 


Sin?” declared and condemned by it, and“ the 
« Law of Death” in Conſequence. of their 
Tranſgreſſions, and as neither Jew nor Gentile 


could attain to Righteouſneſs by it, there was 


no Room for the Promiſe of eternal Life to take 
Place, when every Man, by his Sins, had for- 
feited his temporal, natural Life. 


9. What then becomes of the Moral Law, is 
it made void, and ſet aſide by the Goſpel ? . 


A. © God forbid ;” it is eſtabliſhed, and the 
Obſervance of it is ſecured, on it's proper Foun- 
dation being laid in the ſpiritual or Chriſtian 


Virtues, which are planted in the Mind of Man 


by Grace, through Faith in the Promiſes of 
God, delivered in the Goſpel. 


Q. How do the Promiſes which are made to - 


us in the Goſpel, excel the Promiſes that were 
made under the Law, with Reſpect to preſerving 
the Authority of the Law-giver ? 


A. The exceeding great and precious Promiſes 
of the Goſpel excel thoſe given under the Law, 
by directing our Attention in the firſt Place, to 
the true Object of our Happineſs, which is 
aſſured to us on our Obedience, by the Love and 
Favour of God; when we rely on his Power 
and Geodneſs to conduct us through this evil 
World, {unto his Kingdom in Heaven. Where- 
as the temporal promiſes of worldly good Things 

under 


20. 


Rom. viii. under the Law, did on Account of the natural 


18 7 Infirmity of Mankind, become a Temptation, 


1 8, 19, 


20. 


E]. 


againſt Faith, to tranſgreſs, and provide for 


. themſelves, by their own Works, in Search of 


earthly Happineſs, of which they muſt ever be 
diſappointed. 
Q. How does it follow that our Obedience, to 


the Moral Law, is better ſecured on the Terms 


of the Promiſes made by the Goſpel, than by 
the Promiſes made under the Law ? 
A. Becauſe a faithful Believer, in the Pro- 


miſes made to a Chriſtian, is chiefly concerned 


to learn and acquire the ſpiritual Virtues, on 
which the outward moral Practice of an boly 


Mat. * Life muſt depend; and in Proportion to his in- 


25, 26. 


Nom. v. 
20, 21, 
vi. 14. 

Luke xxiv 
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ward Purity of Heart, outward Temptations to 


tranſgreſs the Moral Law, will have the leſs 
Power to wihdraw, him from the Obſervance 


of it. 
9. Is there any farther Encouragement given 


to enforce our Obedience to the Moral Law, un- 


der the Terms preſcribed by the Goſpel ? 
A. There is by the Promiſe of God's Grace, 


and of his Mercy, to pardon what we do amiſs, 


upon our ſincere Repentance in returning to do 
our Duty. | 

9. Was not Pardon promiſed under the Mo- 
ral Law, upon Repentance of Tranſgreſſions 


committed againſt it? 


A. It was promiſed, but with Limitation to 


the temporal Puniſhments, threatened by it, 


and 
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and pot extending to Forgiveneſs of Sins, with 
the Promiſe of eternal Life, which are aſſured 
unto Chriſtian penitent Believers only, accord- 
ing to the Terms of the new Covenant in the 


Goſpel. | 

9. What are the Sanctions, or the Terms, 
reſpectively enforcing Obedience to the Moral 
Law, and the Spiritual Law ? 


A. Obedience to the Moral Law, under the 
Jewiſh Covenant, was required by the Promiſe 
of temporal Happineſs, and the threatening of 
temporal Puniſhments againſt the Tranſgreſſors 


of it: The Obſervance of the Spiritual Law, 


under the Chriſtian Covenant, is recommend- 
ed, by Aſſurance of God's Mercy and Grace, 
in conducting us through the Troubles of this 
evil World, to everlaſting Happineſs in Hea- 
ven, and our wilful Diſobedience leaves us un- 
der the divine Diſpleaſure, to find our Way, 
by our own Counſels, through this wicked 


World, to undergo everlaſting Puniſhment in 


a future State. 


9. What preparatory Notices were given, by 
prophetick Inſtruction, to diſpoſe the World 
for the Reception of the Spiritual Law, by the 


Miniſtry of the Son of Gop ? 


A la like Manner, as the Hraelites were com- 
manded to ſanctify themſelves in the Wilder- 
| neſs of Sinai, before the Moral Law was pub- 


liſhed from the Mount, the Forerunner of the 


415 Mab, * Barti, is required by prophe- 
WC - 


Duet. 
xxviii. 


Mat. vi. 


Mat. xxv. 
46. g 


Iſai. xl. 6, 
7, 8. 


t Pet. i. 
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tick Deſignation, to give a Summons for Re- 
pentance to prepare his Way. 


9. What Proof did he give of his Appoint- 
ment to this Purpoſe ? 


A. By his Commiſſion made out for him in 
Jaiab, Chap, xl. from Ver. zd. to the 816. 


9. What do the Terms of his Commiſſion 
imply, in ſaying, © all Fleſh is Graſs?” * 


A. They imply a Revocation of the Sanction 
of the Mok AL Law, ſignifying that the Mo- 
tives which had been propoſed, for requiring 
Obedience to it, being ſuch as were according to 
the Will of Man in his natural corrupted State, 
were now, on ſufficient Trial, diſcovered to be 


weak, and ineffectual to the Purpoſe of holding 


him in his Duty. All Fleſh is Graſs, and 
© all the Goodlineſs thereof is as the Flower 
& of the Field, the Graſs withereth, the Flower 
& fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth 
«© upon it, ſurely the People is Graſs; that 
is, the Time is ſhort, the Objects ef worldly 
Happineſs are mean and contemptible, the 
Power of retaining them is momentary, be- 
cauſe the Spirit of the Lokd bloweth on the 
Flower of ſinful Man; in his worldly Eſtate 


he is as Graſs; and ſo are all worldly Combi- 
nations of Men in their moſt flouriſhing Con- 
dition, © ſurely the People is Graſs.” 


. How did this Revocation prepare the Way 


of the Lord, and make his. Paths * Fi 
$ 


( #1 

A. As the whole Attention of Mankind had 
been given to compaſs only preſent, ſenſual, 
worldly Benefits, by this warning Voice they 
were awakened to conſider their Value, and ac- 
cording to the ſhortneſs of the Enjoyment, to 
abate their Eagerneſs in the Purſuit of them, 
that they might be ready to attend to better 


Promiſes, which were now coming to be offer- 
ed to them in the Kingdom of God. 


Q. Why was this Meſſenger called the Bap- 
tiſt ? 


A. Becauſe he preached, and invited the Peo- 
ple to receive the Baptiſm of Repentance. 


©. What is meant by that Baptiſm, as it 
was adminiſtred by him ? 


A. It conveyed Inſtruction preparatory to the 
Declaration of the divine Law of the Maſias, re- 
quiring all Perſons who deſigned to follow him, 
to forſake their former ſinful Courſe of Life, by 
Repentance of it, and to give outward Proof of 


their Purpoſe ſo to do, by being baptiſed in Wa- 


ter to waſh away the Uncleanneſs of their Sins. 


Q: Did the Meſſiah, in his Preaching, con- 
firm what the Baptiſt proclaimed? 


A. He did repeat his Words, “ after that 
& 7ohn was put into Priſon, Jes us came into 
| ** Galilee preaching the Goſpel of the Kingdom 
* of Gob, and ſaying the Time is fulfilled, and 
the Kingdom of God is at Hand, repent ye, 
and believe the Goſpel,” “/ 
| 9. How 


Iſai. xl. 6. 


— + — Ct 
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9, How did the Miniſtry of the Messan 


conſpire to confirm what the Baptiſt had en 
ed ? 


A. By his Doctrine and Miracles, by his 
Life and Sufferings, by his Reſurrection and 


Aſcenſion, he expoſed the ſmall Value of tem- 
poral Enjoyments, and thereby opened the way 


to lead Men n Earth into his Kingdom in 
Heaven. 


9. Where is his Doctrine to be found ? 
A. It is comprehended at large in the Goſpels 


and Epiſtles of the new Teſtament, but briefly 


in his Sermon on the Mount, which is deliver- 
ed, in the -moſt perfect Order of it, in Chapters 
v, vi and vii, of the Goſpel according to St. 
Matthew ; wherein the Spiritual Laws of his 


Kingdom are publiſhed, and do begin by open- 


ing the Way from Earth to Heaven, 


9. What is the Precept which contains in 
that Order the firſt Spiritual Law of his King- 


dom ? 


A. © Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit; for theirs 
« is the Kingdom of Heaven.“ 
9. How doth this Precept of divine Inſtruc- 


tion conſpire to ſhew the ſmall Value of 9 
Enjoy ments? 


A. Our Lord, by recommending Horniliry to 
his Followers, called off their Thoughts from 


thoſe worldly Perſuits, which inſpire Men with 
lofty 


EN 

lofty Conceits of their own Abilities, or Impor- 
tance in this Life, and. by this ſpiritual Virtue, 
peculiar to his Goſpel, he prepared the Way 
for his Diſciples to leara the reſt of his Leſ- 
ſons of divine Wudom. | | 


How doth the Manner of the Delivery 
of the ſpiritual Laws of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, conſpire to 55 op the Purpoſe of the 


Law- giver e 


A. As the Humility of the Meſſiah publiſh- 
ing his Laws in moſt lowly Addreſs to his Diſci- 
ples, ſitting upon the Mount, becomes, in this 
act of familiar Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs of 
his Hearers, an amazing Contraſt to that terrible 
Appearance of the Law-giver, when he came 
down upon Mount Sinai on Fire, to deliver the 
Moral Law, with Thunderings, and Lightenings, 
and the Voice of the Trumpet exceeding loud, 
commanding Obedience with unlimited Threat- 
enings of Diſpleaſure and Death; ſo doth 
the gentle Spirit of the divine Law of the 
Mess1aH, conſpire to reconcile the Spirits of 
Men to the Truth, which enlarges and- im- 
proves their Minds, by heavenly Wiſdom, to 
embrace the Promiſes of the Goſpel ; inſtead of 
looking for our Happineſs among the Clouds, 
and Darknels, and Tempeſts of this World, 
we are invited to join, in one Body, with 
the bleſſed Inhabitants of Heaven, being led 
by the holy Spirit, unto Mount Sion, unto 


60 * the City of the living God, the heavenly 
L &« Teruſalem, 
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«* Feruſalem, and to an innumerable Company 

« of Angels, to the general Aſſembly and 
Church of the Firſt-born which are written in 

“ Heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 

* to the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, and 

* to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covs- 

Jer. xxi. © NANT, which does in this Manner take 
31, 3% place of the OLD Covenant, by the Excel- 


' Heb. os lency and the Glory of it. 


8,9, 

185 9. How doth the Matter, and F orm of the 
Precept, recommend and enforce the Spiritual 
Law, in preference to the Moral Law ? 


A. Bleſſedneſs, or Happineſs in the preſent 
Time, by the Wor of the Law-giver, ariſes 
from the Practice of the ſpiritual Virtues of his 
Law, and the Obſervance of it does inſure a 

future and an everlaſting Reward in Heaven : 
Whereas, unerring Obedience, to the Moral 
Law, has no Promiſe, but of preſent Woll. be- 
ing. The Form of the Spiritual Precept is of 
ow Perſuafion, from the Excellency of its 
ature, and the glorious Effects which the 
Obſervance of it will produce. The Form of 
the Mok AL Prxecerer is of Pos frivE Con- 
MAND, to over-awe, and to bear down all Op- 
poſition to the dreadful Power of the Law: 


giver. 


O. How is the Obſervance of the Moral 
Law provided for, by the Order of the Spi- 
ritual Law taking the Precedence of it? 
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A. The Practice of it becomes eaſy and na- 
tural, when the Foundation is firſt laid in the 
correſponding virtuous Diſpoſitions of the Mind, 
by which the Temptations are removed that 
prompt us to tranſgreſs the Moral Law. 


A What Inſtances are given to this Purpoſe, 
in the Delivery of the ſpiritual Law? 


A. A general Attention to all the precepts of 
the Moral Law is required, by the Declaration 
of our Saviour, © think not I am came to de- 
« ſtroy the Law and the Prophets, I am not 
« come to deſtroy but to fulfil; and then fol- 
low the particular Prohibitions of Murder, 
Adultery, falſe Swearing, Covetouſneſs, by our 
Lord recommending Mecknefs, Purity of Heart, 
Sobriety in Converſation, Contentment, with 
Patience under injurious Treatment, which muſt 
frequently happen to _— Man in this * 
World. 


2 ls there any Hope given, by the Spiritual 

Law, of finding Comfort in this World, from 
the Obſervance of it, to compenſate the Want 
of thoſe temporal Promiſes of Happineſs and 
Proſperity, which were given as Sanctions: | to 
enforce the Moral Law ? 


A. There is Hope given to that EL ag for 
our Lord hath faid, * Bleſſed are the Meek,” 
the Men of gentle, eaſy and reſigned Diſpoſi- 
tion,“ for they ſhall inherit the Earth,” by en- 
joyiog happily what they poſſeſs 1 in it, whether 
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their ſhare is ſmall or great; for“ a Man's 


« Life” or the Happineſs of it © conſiſteth not 


« in the Abundance of the Things which he 


« poſſeſſeth, but in the Enjoyment of what he 


hath; and © Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
1. Things, having a Promiſe of the Life that 
© now is, in a Sufficiency of what is neceſſary 


for it, with a full Aſſurance of everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs i in “ that which i is to come.“ This perfect 
Aſſurance of future Happineſs gives Joy at the 


| prefent, and ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of thoſe 
alluring Promiſes of earthly Proſperity. which 


were given, but can never become due, to un- 


A erriog Obedience of the Moral Law. 


2 Is there not a natural Defect unavoidable, 
in the Promiſes made due upon the Obſervance 
of the Moral Law, which is not found in the 


Spiritual Lau? 


A. There is a 8 or a cortinuls* Ser- 
vitude on the Mind, which is wholly attentive 


to the Benefits of carthly Advantage that will 


ariſe from Obedience to the Moral Law, for the 
preſent Wants and Neqeſſities of Mankind afford 


the Sanctions of that Law; and therefore the 


good Things which are promiſed under it, re- 
quire a ſervile Solicitude, in order to be made 
rich, by attending to our natural Poyerty. 


Whereas, when the Spiritual Law takes place 
in the Mind of Man, it ſets him free from that 


ſervile Attention; as a "Child of God he is in- 


titled, of courſe by his Promiſe, to what-is 


needful 


I 


needful at preſent, and his Thoughts are en- 
larged with glorious Proſpects of Wr 
Happineſs hereafter. 


Q. Is there any Proof given in Seri pture 
to confirm this Obſervation ? 


A. There is, by St. Paul, who 2 in his 
Epiſtle to the Galatians, in behalf of the Spiri- 


tual Law ſuperſeding the Neceſſity of the Moral 


Law, to which the natural Appetites of Man- 


kind are enſlaved; for to this Effect he wrote to 
them, Gal. jv. 9.“ but now after that ye have 
e known God, or rather are known of Goo, 
« how turn ye again to the weak and begy arly 
Elements, whereunto ye deſire again to be in 
Bondage?“ 


O. Is there not a like Defect to be obſerved 
with regard to the Threatenings, for Diſobedi- 
ence to the Moral Law, which tend to produce 
A ſervile Fear in the Mind? 


A. There is, by the immediate Tranſition 


Gal. iv. 


129 


from Bleſſing to Curſing; for in the Words of 


Moſes the Bleſſing and Curſing are ſet oppoſite to 
each other, as the Tribes of Jrael were divided 
for that purpoſe on Mount Gerizim and Mount 
Ebal. So we find that after pronouncing, in 
the Terms of the Law, the Bleſſi ings annexed 
to the Obſervance of it, Deut. xxviii. the Cur- 
ſes are immediately ſubjoined, to hold them in 
Fear of offending by the moſt dreadful Puniſh- 
ments that human Nature could endure; and 
according to divine Prediction, the Plagues of 
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the Jewiſh People have been wonderful,“ in 
their Sufferings, ſince they ern the —— ä 
Law of their Meſſiah. 


9. Ts not the Curſe of the Moral Law un- 
avoidable to thoſe who chooſe to live by it ? 


A lt is, (Gal. ili. x, xi.) becauſe every Man 
has tranſgreſſed the Moral Law, and therefore 
is liable to the Penalties of the Tranſgreſlion 
hence, according to the Apoſtle's Obſervation, 
our Lord the MssiA came to take away the 
. Curſe, being by his Death made a Curst in 
our ſtead to deliver us from it. 


9. How different are the Terms of the Spi- 
ritual Law which enjoin Repentance, and Ke- 
conciliation with God and Man ? 


A. Wonderfully different, as in the divine 
Addreſs of the Law-giver, agree with thine 
% Adverfary quickly, whilſt thou art in the way 
&* with him, leſt at any Time the Adverſary de- 
' liver thee to the Judge, and the Judge de- 
« liver thee to the Officer, and thou be calt into 
“ Prifon; verily I ſay unto thee thou ſhalt by 
* no Means come out thence, till thou haſt 
„ paid the uttermoſt Farthing.“ The Curſe 
does not inſtantly fall upon the Tranſgreſſor, 
as it doth according to the Terms of the Moral 
Law ; but the Patience, and Long-ſuffering of 
God with the Offender, under the Chriſtian 
Covenant, conſpire, with his Entreaties in the 
molt engaging Terms, to diſpoſe him to Repen- 
tance; and his Wrath everlaſting does not pro- 
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ceed to lay hold upon the Sinner, until he is in 


Priſon by Death, after obſtinate Refuſal to ac- 
cept of Mercy by his Repentance, and Con- 
verſion. 


9. Hou did the Miracles of CR ISH conſpire 


to introduce the Spiritual Law of __ ** 
dom: ? 


A. They gave Authority to his Preaching to 
beget FaiTa in his Hearers, by directing their 
Attention to the divine Power reſiding in him, 
as ſent from Heaven, to declare the Will of 


God to the World, 


. Did not the Nature of his Miracles agree 
with the Spirit and Temper of his Doctrine ? 


A. They did; for his Miracles were wrought 
to give Health and Eaſe and Life to the Bodies 
of Men, as the Leſſons of his heavenly Wiſdom 
brought Relief to their wounded and broken 
Spirits, according to his extenſive Commiſſion 
delivered by the Prophet Iſaiab, when he ſpake 
in his Name, © the Spirit of the Lok p is upon 
“ me, becauſe the Loxp hath anointed me to 
&© preach good Tidings to the Meek, he hath 
« ſent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to 

4 proclajm Liberty to the Captives, and the 
opening ofthe Priſon to them that are baund; 
« to proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lord, 
« and the Day of Vengeance of our Gop ; ta 


 «. comfort all that Movan.” 


Iſai. Ixi, 


[4] 

9. Do not the Miracles of Cyr15T, and the 

Commiſſion which he gave to his Diſciples to 

work them, make a clear Diſcovery of the 

Power of Satan, and of his Influence and Foſ- 
ſeſſion in the World? 


A. As the Doctrine of Chriſt revealed in the 
cleareſt Terms the Exiſtence, and Spiritual Na- 


iv. ture, of the old Enemy, the Devil, who brought 


Sin and Death into the World, as “ a Murder- 
« er from the Beginning,” Jobn viii. 44. So 
the Miracles, which our Lord and his Apoſtles 
wrought, did releaſe Men from the Bondage of 
Satan, by healing the Diſeaſes of their Bodies 
to which they were ſubject in this ſinful State; 

but they did more openly oppoſe and prevail 
over the Power of the Devil, when they caſt him 


out of thoſe immediate Poſſeſſions which he had | 


taken perſonally in human Bodies, to make his 
utmoſt Attempt to withſtand the power of the 
Messtan, when he came to deſtroy his In- 
fluence and Authority over the Minds and Eo- 
dies of Men. | 


9. How is that Paſſage to be underftood, as 


| it i 15 related by the Evangeliſts, where our Lord 


is ſaid to have given Leave to the evil Spirits, 
whom he caſt out of a Perſon who was poſſeſſed 
* them, to enter into a Herd of Swine? 


A, It points out clearly to our Obſervation, 


chat the luſtful Appetites of our fleſhly Nature, 


which are common to us with other Animals 


of the Earth, afford that Reſidence for evil 
| Spirits, | 
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Spirits, of which they make their Advantage 


againſt us; and Swine are often mentioned, in 
the Way of Reproach, to upbraid Men, by 
their Example, who are ſo much addicted to the 


baſer Pleaſures of Senſe; the Death of the 
Swine, in that Inſtance, may be ſet forth, as 


correſponding to the Perdition of thoſe Men 
who have given themſelves to be led away by 
the Indulgence of their Luſts. 


A Do not our Saviour's Words, in ſpeaking 
of his Miracles, as of Works ſuch as no Man 
ever did, appear to refer more eſpecially to the 
Power he exerciſed over evil Spirits? 


A. They may properly be conceived to have 
that Reference, both by his immediate, viſible 
Dominion over the evil Spirits, and alſo by the 
Conſequences of his Converſation upon Earth, 
ſoon after which their Deluſions ceaſed, and 


their -Oracles were ſuppreſſed throughout bag 
Heathen World, 


9. How doth the Diſcovery of Satan's conti- 
nual Enmity to us enlarge the FaiTu of a 


Chriſtian 7 


A. By a moſt neceſſary Addition made to it 
in the Spiritual Law, of the Meſſiah, whoſe In- 


ſtructions are given to prepare us for a ſpiritual 
Warfare, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs 


% of this World,” for we wreſtle not againſt 


9 7 8 Powers, againſt the Rulers of the 
* Darkneſs 


John xv. 
24 


Jam. iv. 7. 


1 Pet. v. 8. 


i © Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, Eph. vi. 


12. 
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the Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual 
% Wickedneſs in high Places: That is, againſt 
thoſe inviſible evil Spirits, who have the Power 
of adminiſtering Temptations to the Servants 
of God, to betray them from their Duty to him, 


Io fit us for thoſe Conflicts, the Apoſtle's Ad · 


Eph. vi. 
10. 11. 


Gen. iii. 
15. 
Heb. ii. 

I 
. 
25, 26. 
54, 55. 


Mat. xxiv. 


24 
Mar, xiii, 
22. 


A lohn vii. 
2 Theſ. ii. 


3. 


vice extends to all his Fellow Chriſtians, * Fi. 


- * nally, my Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, 


© and in the Power of his Might; put on the 
*« whole Armour of God, that ye may be able 
* to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil.” The 
Knowledge we have of this ſpiritual Warfare is 
peculiar to the Goſpel Revelation, and did not 
come in as a neceſſary Article of Faith, under 


the Moral Law, by the Revelation made to 


the Jews, but it is obſcurely comprehended in 
the original Sentence paſſed upon the Serpent, 


when the * Lord God ſaid unto the Serpent, I. 


% will put Enmity between thee and the Wo- 
© man, and between thy Seed and her Seed: 
ce it ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
de his Heel.” So the Enmity continues, until 


the Sentence of Judgment is finally executed. 


9, What is meant by Ax richkisr, of 
which we have Notice from the Words of our 
Saviour, and of his Apoſtles ? 


A. That Power of the evil Spirit, which 
began to be immediately exerted, in Oppoſition 
to the ſpiritual and pure Doctrines of the Goſ- 


pel; when the vifible Dominion of Satan, 


which he 1 in the World, over the 
Minds 


ot 
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Minds and Bodies of Men through the external 
Rites of their idolatrous Worſhip, had declined, 
upon the Coming of the Mes81an ; the Oppolt- 
tion of the evil Spirit was renewed, by aſſaulting 
the Chriſtian Faith, with numberleſs Devices of 
heretical Inventions; and in Conſequence of a 
Departure from TRuTH, the Revival of grofs 
Idolatry enſued among corrupted Chriſtians, and 
ſo Hereſy and Idolatry uphold the Kingdom of 
Antichriſt, - 


' ©, How did the Life of Chriſt conſpire to 
eſtabliſh the ſpiritual Law of his Goſpel ? 


A. In the Purity of his Life and Manners he 
exemplified the Practice of it to his Diſciples 
and Followers ; ſo that the Enemy had no Part 
in him to lay hold on; for he renounced the 
Honours and Pleaſures and Profits of this 
World, through which the Temptations of 
Satan are adminiſtered, who did therefore fail in 
his Temptation of the Sow of God. 


Qu Is not the low Eſtate of the Mess1an 
prophetically deſcribed ? 


A. It is, particularly by 1/aiah (Chap. li.) 
who introduces the Account of him in low 
Eſtate with a preparatory Queſtion, as if the 
Deſcription were like to find no Credit in the 
World, which is alio prophetical of what did 

happen; “ who hath believed our Report?“ ſo 
it was, few of that Nation of his own People 
would believe it when it came to paſs; and 
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John xiv. 
30. 


Mat. iv. 
111. 


Pſal. xxii. 


Icai, ix. 6. 4 to whe is the Ax u of the Lord revealed ?” 


1 Tim. i. 
10. 
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that his Almighty Power ſhould be veiled in the 


lowly Perſon of the Mess1am, how incredible 


will this appear to the wiſe Men of the World ? 
% for he ſhall grow up before him as a tender 
4 Plant, and as a Root out of dry Ground, he 
% hath no Form or Comelineſs, and when we 
<« ſhall ſee him there is no Beauty that we 
« ſhould deſire him; and then it follows, in 
the Order of prophetick Hiſtory, © he is def 
e piſed and rejected of Men, a Man of Sor- 
& rows, and acquainted with Grief,” 


9. How did the Sufferings and Death of the 


Mess1an contribute to eſtabliſh the La cm 
Law of his Kingdom ? 


A. He ſuffered by his Death the Penalty due 
for Diſobedience to the Moral Law, of which 
all Men, he only excepted, had been guilty 
therefore he aboliſhed the penal Sanction of 
that Law as being unprofitable to hold Men in 
their Obedience to it, ſince, by Experience, 
all Men had offended againſt it; and with 
Reſpect to himſelf it was an unjuſt Law, for 
he ſuffered Death under it, of which he had not 
been guilty, but was falſely condemned to it 


by Men acting unger the Power of that Law. 


Therefore he made Way for the Spiritual Law 


of the New COVENANT, to take . of the 
OLD, | 


Q. How is this to be underſtood that the. 


MeS61an has aboliſhed Death, by his Death ? 
A. Under 
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miſe_ of a Recovery from Death, which was 


ſuffered according to the Terms of it, upon 


Diſobedience to it; ſo that all Men, as Offen- 
ders, remained ander the Power of Death; 
which Power, of holding Men in Death, was 
taken away by the Death of the Meſſiah, and 
the Triumph over it was witneſſed by his 
Reſurrection; ſo the Recovery of all Men from 
Death, is due to the Juſtice of God, by the 


Death and Reſurrection of CHRIST, and will 


aſſuredly take place at the Time appointed by 
his Wiſdom, when the Day of Payment or Re- 
pane, tem is come, 

9. What prophetick Evidence was given to 
foreſhew the Sufferings of the Meſſiah, and the 
Reaſon of them ? 


oP” In the firſt Promiſe of the Me Nab which 


Was given, Gen, ili, 15. he is declared to be a 


Conqueror, who will tread. on the Head, to | 
bruiſe the chief Part, or ſpiritual Power of the | 


A. Under the Moral Law there was no Pro- 


Heb. ii. 


14+ 15, 


Enemy, in which Act, as Conqueror, he would 


ſuffer by being bruiſed in the Heel, the loweſk - f 


Part of his human or bodily Nature, in which 
he ſubdued the Enemy; according to the pro, 
hetick Sentence of Condemnation which was 
paſſed upon the Serpent. = 
Other prophetick Intimations- are e given .of 
the-Sufferings of the Meſſiah in the Pſalms: of 
David, very fully in Pſalm xxii. By Daniel 
he is expreſly mentioned to © be cut off; but 

more 


Mat. 


. - more eſpecially, and particularly by Iich in 


ſundry places of his Prophecy; and in Chap, 


li. be becomes the exact Hiſtorian of his Sul. 


ferings, and ſets forth the Deliverance he 
wrought for us, with. the Vidtory he obtained 
en. | 


2. How did the Sufferings of our Lord cor- 


reſpond in exemplifying the moſt difficult Pre- 
cepts of his Law? 


A By a voluntary Acquieſcence in worldly 


| Poverty and Affliction, he taught his Followers 


to bear them, whenever their Circumſtances 


might require them to ſuffer in like Manner, 


for the Cauſe of TRurA. He taught them 


alſo, by his own Example, to comply with the 


38, 39. 


: of Gov. la this refpet the Moral Law gave 


molt difficult Inſtances of Self-denial, that are 


contained in the Terms of his Law, when it 
requires à perfect Submiſſion of Mind under 
Injuries, with Patience to wait the Judgment 


immediate Relief.“ an Eye for an Eye, a 


" Tooth for a Tooth, and fo in Proportion 
for all Damages fuſtained in worldly Goods 


and Poſſeſſions, by Sentences highly agreeable 


to the natural Reaſonings of Mankind, but our 


Saviour gave his Challenge againſt that Law, 


in Defiance of the Enemy, ho took the Chal. 
v. lenge, when our Lord ſaid, © ye have heard 


« that it hath been ſaid, an Lye for an Eye, a 


1 Tooth ns 2 1 but! by unto you that 


Sl . © ye 
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«ye reſiſt not Evil, but whoſoever ſhall ſmite 
« thee on thy right Cheek, turn to him the 
other alſo.” Accordingly all the divine 
Hiftorians bear Witneſs, in the Go/pels, that 


when our SAviouk was in the Hands of his 


Perſecutors, Mat. xxvi. 67. © then did they ſpit 
« in his Face, and buffeted him, and others 
« (mate him with the Palms of their Hands, 
« ſaying, Propheſy unto us, thou Chriff, who 
* is he that ſmote thee? Mark. xv. 17. and 
they clothed him with Purple, and platted a 
© Crown of Thorns, and put it about his 
Head, and began to ſalute him, Hail King 
© of the Jes, and they ſmote him on the 


Head with a Reed, and did ſpit upon him, 


„ and bowing their Knees worſhipped him. 
* (Luke xxii. 63.) and the Men that held Jeſus, 
„ mocked him and ſmote him. (Jobn xix. iii.) 
and ſaid, Hail King of the Jews, and they 
« (mote him with their Hands.“ 


2. What further Argument does ariſe from 


this Reſignation of our Lord, to confirm us in 


25 Obſervation of his Spiritual Law? 


A4. In that we have his Example in deſpiſing 
the Shame, and enduring the Miſery of the 


| Croſs, which implied the ſevereſt Trial that hu- 


man Nature could ſuffer, when it is neceſſary in 


Obedience to the Will of God; 


By his withſtanding theſe Terrors, he abro- 
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Law, which is derived from our KnoWleDcx 
of Goo and Evi. by our Senſes; this PR IN- 


CIPLE he denied, and reſiſted unto Death, 


thereby referring to the Will of God as the only 


true Principle of Life. This important Conſe- 


Col. U. 14. 


Imiahl. 


john X- 


quence followed at this The, (as the Apoſtle 
has expreſſed it) by our Lord © blotring out 
% the Handwriting of Ordinances that was 
« againſt us, which was contrary to us, and 
* took it out of the way, nailing it to his Croſs.” 
By the Nails of his Croſs, he ſuffered with Sub- 
miſſion the moſt grievous Penalty of the Moral 
Law, to take the Rigour of it out of our Way, 
and to eftabliſh in due PRECEDENCE the Mex: 
CIFUL Law of Grace, | 


'2 Were theſe Inſtances. of our Lord's Sub- 


miſſion prophetically deſcribed? 


A. They were, by T/aiah, in he Style 4d 
Manner of an Hiſtorian, when he ſpake'of his 
Sufferings, I gave my Back to the Smiters, 
* and-my Cheeks to them that plucked” off the 


Hair, I hid not my Face from Shame and 
Spitting. — He was oppreſſed, and he was 
* afflicted, yet he opened not his Mouth; he 


« js brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and 


« as a Sheep before her Sheerers is dumb, fo 


« he opened not his Mouth; he was taken from 
& Priſon and from judgment, and who ſhall 


declare his GN RA TION?! the Son of God, 


obleryed by this amazing Act of his Humiliati- 
tor he was cut off out of the Land of the 
M Living, 


. J. 
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« Living, for the Tranſgreſlic on of my People 
te was he ſtricken, and he made his Grave with 
« the Wicked, and with the Rich in his Death, 
« becauſe he had done no Violence, neither 
e was any Deceit in his Mouth. Vet it pleaſed 
ce the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put him 
“ to Grief; when thou ſhalt make his Soul an 


“ Offering for Sin, he. ſhall ſee his Seed, he 


„ ſhall prolong his Days, and the Pleaſure of 
the Lord ſhall proſper in his Hand.” We 
find that our Lord applied to himſelf, after he 
aroſe from the Dead, theſe prophetick Atteſta- 
tions of his Sufferings, and Triumph over 
Death and'Sin, when his Diſciples were preſent 


with him before his Aſcenſion into Heaven. 


„Then opened he their Underſtandings that 
« they might underſtand the Scriptures, and 
% faid unto them, Thus it is written and thus 
« it behoved ChRIS r to ſuffer, and to riſe from 
« the Dead the third Day.” Then follows the 
great Deſign of his coming upon Earth ** that 
« Repentance-and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be 
% preached-in his Name, among all Nations, 
te beginning at Jeruſalem,” and ye are Wit- 
neſſes of theſe Things. 


L. What does the Precept which is given 
by the Spiritual Law, againſt the Reſentment 


Iſaiah liii. 


Luk. xx iv; 
46, 47+ 


Mat.v. 39, 


of Injuries, require in the Behaviour of a_ 


* Chriſtian | ? 


A. That on 1 ſuch Occaſions i it ſhould recur to 
us, that ve are put on the Trial of our Faith, 
M and 
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as therefore, being under Temptation, it is 
neceſſary to apply for God's Grace, that by his 
Aſſiſtance we may abide the Trial, which with- 
out it we are not able to do. 4 


. Beſides, it does not follow from what our 
3 has ſaid “ whoſoever ſhall. ſmite thee 
« on thy right Cheek, turn to him the other 
* alſo;” that, in Conſequence of ſuch Meek- 
neſs, another ſmiting would enſue, which is 
the provoking Conſequence that our own Rea- 
fon would draw from it, but on the contrary 
that our Chriſtian Reſolution may become our 
Defence againft the Repetition, if we take the 


divine Counſel to acquire that virtue of Meek- 


neſs, which is the Deſign of the Precept, re- 
commending it as neceſſary in very ſtrong 
Terms, which give occaſion to the proud Scof- 
fings of Infidels. | 
©, What does that Expreſſion of our Lord 
import (Mat. xix. 23.) that a rich Man ſhall 
hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ? 


A. It implies great Difficulty in acquiring 
that Temper of Mind, which is neceſſary to 
receive the Precepts of the Goſpel, when the 
Temptations of the World are importunate, 
as being continually preſent to a Man whoſe 
Circumſtances in Life put it in his power to en- 
joy all the Pleaſures of it; who is of Courſe 
both naturally, and habitually inclined, to live 
by the Law, and not by the Goſpel; or to 
prefer the one, and neglect the other, by mak- 
ing 
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ing the Spiritual Law ſubſer vient only to. Moral 
Purpoſes. But our Saviout gives the Comfort 
along with this Declaration of the Difficulty, 
for altho' ſuch a Man can hardly enter into his 
Kingdom, yet what is impoſſible with Men, is 
poſſible with God, he can effect that Change ea- 


ful to preſerve us from the Danger of Tempta- 
tion, and to incline our Hearts to receive his 
Truth. The Words of our Saviour, (Mat. 
xix. 23.) may have Reference alſo to the Time 
of the Publication of the Goſpel, when very 
few Perſons of Note in the World would give 
any Attention to the Preaching of it, as the 
Apoſtle then obſerved © not many wife Men 
« after the Fleſh, not many Mighty, not many 
© Noble are called.” 


L. What does „ the Kingdom of God, or 


„ the Kingdom of Heaven“ in that Text, and 


in moſt other places of the New S 7 


bgnify7? 


A. It ſignifies that inviſible, ſpiritual Domi. 
nion which is founded in the Minds and Con- 


ſciences of Men, by the Revelation of the Goſ- 


pet; when they receive the ſpiritual Laws of it, 
and are governed according to them in the 
Courſe of their Lives, they are the Subjects of 


the Kingdom of God. 


Mat. xix. 
26 


 fily on our Application to him, which is need- | 


1 Cor. i. 
26. 


Mat. xix. 
23. 


©. How does this 1 of thoſe Words 


account for what our Saviour faid concerning 
M 2 | the 


— —— —— 


Mat. xi. 
11. 


Mat. xi. 


Nat. xi. 
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the Baptiſt; among them that are born of 
Women there hath not riſen a greater than 
nf Jobn the Baptiſt, notwithſtanding he that 


is leaſt in the ane of Heaven is erage: 
than he,” 8 


bY The Office of the Baptiſt, was to preach 
and adminiſter the Baptiſm of Repentance from 
dead Works of the old Law and old Covenant, 
« for all the Prophets, and the Law PROPHE- 
* SLED until John,” their Miniſtration was then 
over, the End of it was come, to give way to a 
more perfect Declaration of the Will of Gop, 
of which the Baptiſt was the Fore-runner or 


| Harbinger, in giving Notice of the glad Tid- 


ings that were coming after him, but was not 
Himfelf inſtructed to preach the Goſpel; as a 
Prophet, he pointed directly to the Truth then 
preſent, which all others before him had done 
at a Diſtance, yet he did not come ſo far in Per- 
fection of ſpiritual Knowledge, as the leaſt Diſ- 
ciple of our Lord, who had learned the true 
Wiſdom from him. 


- 9, How is this Expreſſion of our Lord to be 


undeſtpod, N and from the Days of Jobn the 


« Baptiſt, until now, the Kingdom of Heaven 
ec ſuffereth hg mp and the Violent take i it by 
6 Force! 42 FRETS 


A. As yet, before the Death and Reſurrec- 
tion of our Lord, the Kingdom of God was 


| not opened i in rightful Poſſeſſion to the Believers 


in 
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in his Goſpel ; ; they came in, to lay hold on it, 
as Men do who take away Goods eagerly or 
violently, after making a Bargain, before the 
Price was paid; for the Death of Cukls r paid 
the Price of their Sal vation, and fulfilled the 
Law of the oL.p CoykN AN, putting an End 
to the Tyranny under which Men were held by 
it on Earth, through the Policy of the old De- 
ceiver; andthe Reſurrection of CyrisT opened 
the Kingdom of Heaven-to the Believers in his 
Name, From this Period of our Lord's Reſur- 
rection, © his Kingdom, the Kingdom of God, 
or the Kingdom of Heaven,“ does begin. 


What Means hath our Saviour inſtituted 


for our Admiſſjon into the FO of his 
Kingdom ? 


A The "Sacrament, or Holy Rite, of Bap- 
tiſm, whereby the Perſon who is baptiſed © in 
„the Nam of the Father, and of the Sm, and 
te of the Holy Ghoft” is thereby intitled by our 


Lord's Appointment to worſhip God by that 


Name, expreſſing the Relation he has to us, and 
our Dependance upon him, as our Creator, our 
Redeemer and SanCtifier, according to the per- 
fect Revelation of his Goſpel. 


9. What does the Form of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Baptiſm particularly refer to? 


A. It refers to the Reſurrection of Chriſt ; 
the Ceremony of dipping the Body in Water, 
and raiſing it up again, according to the firſt 

M 3 Inſtitution 


Mat xxvii 
51. 


Mat xxvi. 


29 


g 
Mat. 


xxviii. 19. 
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Tit. iii, 5. 


John ith 3- 


7. 
2 Cor. v. 


17. 


Jam. i. 18. 


Tit. iii. * 


„„ 
Inſtitution of Baptiſm, afforded the moſt figni- 


- ficant Expreſſion of the correſponding Burial, 


and Reſurtection of our Lord, from whence 


the ſpiritual Intention of it may be moſt aptly 


derived, in the Ferms of the baptiſmal Office 
of our Church, that as Chriſt died, and 
«+ roſe again for us, ſo ſhould we who are bap- 
« tiſed die from Sin, and riſe again unto 
« RI ghteouſneſs, continually mortifying all our 
wa vil and corrupt Affections, and daily pro- 
6 ceeding in all Virtue and Godlineſs of Liv- 


cc ing! PL | 


55 Why is Baptiſm called by the Apoſtle 
„the Waſhing of Regeneration 5 


A. Becauſe the baptiſed Perſon is  thayoby 
admitted to begin a New LITE, ke is © born 
« again,” is © a new Creature,” after he is 
waſhed from the fqul Stains he ba a contracted 
by natural Corruption, and evil Habits, of Sin 
in bis paſt Life, he is regenerated, or begotten 
again, by new Principles of ſpiritual Life, com- 
municated to him, from the holy Spirit of God 
our Saviour, in his new Birth, and by this 
New BIRTE our title to Salvation is aſſured to 
us, * not by Works of Righteouſneſs which 
* we have done, according to the Moral Law 
of Nature, by which we cannot be juſtified 
under the Strict Terms of the o Copepant, 
« but according to his Mercy he faved us, by 


« the waſhing of Regeneration, and renewing 
| C6 of 


— — 
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« of the Holy Ghoſt,” according t to the Terms 
of the New Covenant. 


2: Does the Apoſtle intend that we mould 
be ſet free from obſerving the Moral Law, after 


our new Birth, or Regeneration by Baptiſm ? 


A. By no means, on the contrary he adds, 
this is a faithful ſaying, and thefe Things 
J will that thou affirm conftantly, that they 
„ which have believed in God, be careful to 
* © maintain good Works, theſe Things are good 
and profitable unto Men.” Py the merciful 
Conditions of the Goſpel Revelation, we. are 
releaſed from the Penalty of the Moral Law, 
which we all have tranſgreſſed; but in Conſe- 
quence of our embracing the Spiritual Law of 
Grace, by giving our chief Attention to it Which 
is © the perfect Law of Liberty,” we are requir- 
ed, and obliged indiſpenſably by it to“ main- 
& tain good Works,” as far as ever we are able 
to do them, and by them we give proof of our 
Brethren, that we are the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
who has commanded to * let your Light ſo 
* ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your 
“good Works, and glorify your Father which 
* is in Heaven ;” ſo r who have not good 
Works, along with their Faith, are Impoſtors, 
and “ by their Fruits ye ſhall know them, as 
our Lord has told us. 


2. How doth the preſent Form of admitting 
Infants to Chriſtian Baptiſm correſpond with 
_ 'M & the 


Tit. iii 8. 


Jam. i. 25. 


Tit. iii. 14. 


Mat v. 16. 


| 4 56 1 
the original Purpoſe of the Inſtitution; to 0 de- 


clare the New Birth, of which 1 in that Sine they 
are not capable: „int off] 


W By. the Declaration made in their Nato 
at the Time of Baptiſing, that in order to be 
admitted to the Benefits of the Chriſtian Cove- 
nant, the Sureties, for their Education in the 
Knowledge of it, do undertake, that the bap- 
tized Infants will conform, in due Time, to the 
Performance of the Conditions of Salman 1 re- 
quired by it. | | 


9. What Evidence of this Compliince is ex- 
pected by the Church, when the Perſon arrives 
to a proper oof of giving his Alſent 't to thoſe 
Conditions F. 2 


„ TY 


A. That he ſhould come to the Biſhop to be 
| cinta; in the Chriltian Faith, as the Office 
of Confirmation hath preſcribed. ; The Anſwer 
which is given to the Queſtion at that Time 
propoſed by the Biſhop, implies that the Perſon 
who makes it, does thereby agree, to what was 
promiſed in his Name at Baptiſm. By which he 
was conſigned to be a Member of Cbriſt, a 
Child of God, and an Inberitor of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, according to the Terms of the Chrif- 
tian Covenant, that is, upon the Conditions of 
Repentance of his Sins, and Faith in the Pro- 
miſes of God, by which his Regeneration, or 
new Birth, is evidenced and confirmed. 


F . What 


W.. "W-<J>.. <.. - 


iS, to the Church by every Chriſtian, that 
he continues, and does intend to perſevere; in 
the Diſcharge * oF the Duties of Aa n 
Life? 


T9 1 
"9. What other Evidence is neceſſary to be 


4 That be mould communicate B 


in the receiving of the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper, with the Members of the Church, at 


the publick Adminiſtration of it. 
og 2. By what Authority is this Duty required? 10 


A. The Inflitution of this holy Rite, and of 
the corporeal Food of Bread and Wine, which 
is made uſe of in the Celebration of it, are de- 
rived from the Example and Command of our 


Lord 'himfelf, which he gave to his Diſciples 
at his laſt Supper with them, and ſo the | Obſer- 
vance of it has continued ever ſince among the 


Members of the Chriltian Church. 


2. What is remarkable of the Timejn which 


this holy Supper was-inſtituted ? 


A. Thar it was immediately after the Cele- 


bration of the 7 Paſſover, which our Lord 
kept with his Diſciples, in the ſame Night in 
which he was betrayed. That Feaſt was held 


in Memory of the Iſraelites being delivered, 
by the miraculous Hand of God, from their 
Egyptian Bondage, which was a Reſem ance 
of the general Captivity of all Mankind under 


the Power of Sin _ Death; when our Lord 


- inſtituted 


Mat.x xvi. 
26, 28. 


58 J 
inſtituted his 5 Supper, that great Event 
was then at Hand which did break the Power 
of Sin and Death; the Releaſe from Egyptian 
Bondage was but a Shadow or faint Reſem- 
blance of the great Deliverance wrought by the 
Son of God for the Benefit of all Mankind, 
who are called upon to partake in it; and ſo the 
eating of the Paſchal Lamb did reſemble this 
Inſtitution of our Lord's Supper, to be held in 
Memory of his Body broken upon the Croſs, 


of his Blood ſhed for the Remiſſion of our 


Sins, and of our Releaſe from Death in Con- 


ſequence of his Sufferings, 


Hence it followed that the ritual Obſervation 
of the Paſchal Supper was no longer neceſlary, 


by order of divine Appointment, but is ſuc- 


ceeded by the Supper of our Lord. 


The Feaſt of the Paſſover was the firſt and 
higheſt of all the ſolemn Feſtivals of the Fewiſb 
eſtabliſhed Worſhip, which was then abrogated 
and become unneceſſary, and along with it, of 
Courſe, all the Ceremonial Obſervances of the 
Law were ſuperſeded at that Time, 


9. What Inſtances of our Duty are properdy 


ſuggeſted to us when we come to partake of our 
Lord's Supper? 


A. As this is the moſt ſolemn and awful Ac- 
knowledgment we can make of our Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, it ſhould be accompanied with the 
moſt devout Affections of our Minds, and the 


molt 
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moſt reſpectful and reverent Poſture of our 
Bodies, to ſupplicate for thoſe great Benefits 
which we expect to receive by partaking of that 


- ſpiritual Food: We muſt prepare ourſelves by 
Repentance, before our Sins can be expiated by 


the Death of our Redeemer : We can have no 
Part or Fellowſhip with him by appearing at 
his holy Table, unleſs we come to it in the 


Wedding Garment of Piety, and Purity of 


Heart, of Sincerity and Truth, earneſtly deſi- 


rous of being united to him, by giving unre- 
ferved Obedience to his holy Will, throughout 
the whole Courſe of our Lives; when we receive 


the holy Communion of his Body and Blood in 


this devout Manner, we are one with Chriſt, 


and Chriſt with us, and we hold Fellowſhip 


with all the faithful Members of the Church 
which is his Body. By ſuch faithful Remem- 
brance of him, while we conyerſe upon Earth, 
we keep ourſelves in due Courſe of Preparation, 
according to his Appointment, fit and ready ro 
meet him when he comes to take us up into 
his Kingdom in Heaven. 


Q. What are thoſe Duties of » Chriſtian Life 
which do moſt immediately contribute to pre- 
pare our Minds to ſubmit to the Spiritual Law 
of the Goſpel? | 

A. Faſting, Almſgiving and Prayer. 


Ho doth the Duty of Faſting appear to 


be uſeful to this Purpoſe ? 


WW 


A, By 


Col. i. 18. 
24. 


2 
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Mat. iv. 
111. 


e 
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A. By the due Exerciſe of it, we may ſub- 
due thoſe unruly Appetites, and * 8 * 
&* which war agajnſt the Soul.” 


2. How 1s: this as recommended in a the 
Goſpel 1785 


A. By the Example of our Lord, who fanes 
to prepare himſelf for a Conflict with the great 
Evemy of our Souls, and i in conſequence, with- 
ſtood all his Temptations. ty 


2. What. Warning is given to us, by. this 
Inden of our Lord's Preparation, againſt the 
Aſſaults of out ſpiritual Adyerſary ? 

A. We are taught by it how to be on our 
Guard, that we may eſcape the Perſecution of 


our Enemy, by obſerving the Duty of Tempe: | 


rande in ſenſual Gratifications, as by them he 
Is apt” to find His“ Advantage againſt us; but 
more elßeclally In Times of Danger, and Dif. 
treſs, 1t4s our Duty to have Recourſe to this 
Diſcip nne of Faſting, in Compliance with our 
owt: 'Necalities privately, and trictly to ob- 
ſerve it on publick Occafions, when it is preſctib- 


ed by the Order of the Church, or of the State. 


©, How is che Manner of performing it re- 
commended by the Inſtructions of our Lord? 


A. By directing our Attention chiefly to the 
End we ſhould aim at in this Chriſtian Diſci- 
pline; * when, ye. faſt, be not, as the Hypo- 
& crites, of a ſad Countenance ; but thou when 

« thou 


thou faſteſt, anoint thy Head, and waſh thy yy, vi. 
“Face, that thou appear not unto Men to faſt,” 16—18. 
to gain their Applauſe for thy Sanctity by an 
ne hypocritical Shew of Sorrow and Severity to thy- 
ſelf; for this Duty of Faſting, and the Conſe- 
ed | quences it ſhould have in humbling the Body 
at | and Mind, when it is performed with due Effect, 
1. | is only ſubject to the Obſervation of © thy Fa- 
© ther which is in ſecret, who will make it 


known publickly in due Time, © and thy Fa- 
= 2 ther, which ſeeth in ſecret, (hall reward thee 
© | © openly,” 
£ Q: How is the Duty of Almſgiving enjoined 
in the Goſpel? 


A. By the Precepts of our Lord concerning 

4 | it, in which he is very particular to diſcourage 

t all hypocritical Oſtentation in performing that 

5 Duty; when thou doeſt thine Alms, do not Nat. vi. 
„ ſound a Trumpet. before thee, as the Hypo- 1-4. : 


+ © crites do, in the Synagogues and in the Streets, | 
L « that they may have glory of Men, verily I | | 
4 „ ſay unto you they have their Reward; but | 


© when thou doeſt thine Alms, let not thy left f 
Hand know what thy Right doeth, that thy 
« Alms may be in ſecret, and thy Father, 
„ which ſeeth in ſecrer, himſelf ſhall reward 
> e thee openly.” 

: ©, What Effect has the Performance of this 
Duty to difpoſe our Minds to the Performance 
of other ſpiritual Duties? 


A. By 


t. 
| 
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A. By it we are led to lay up our Treaſure in 
| Heaven, when we ſend it before us through the 
Hands of our poor Brethren, to prepare * ever. 
e laſting Habitations” for us; and we are 
thereby taught to ſet our Affections on Things 
above, not on Things on the Earth;“ ſince 
it will follow naturally in due Courſe, that 
© where our Treaſure is, there our Hearts will 


4 be alſo.“ 


Mat. vi. 5, 


©, What Obſervation does ariſe from the In- 
ſtructions of our Saviour concerning the Duty 
of Prayer? | 


A. The ſame Attention is neceſſary to be 
given to the End we ſhould aim atin performing 
that Duty, to make it acceptable unto God by 
the Sincerity of our Hearts, and to avoid all 
hypocritical Shew of an affected Piety, to gain 
Reſpect or Reverence in the Eyes of Men, 
* when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as the 
(c Hypocrites are, for they love to pray ſtand- 
« ing in the Synagogues, and in the Corners 
ce of the Streets, that they may be ſeen of Men, 
«- Verily I fay unto you they have their Reward ; 
ce but thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy 
C Cloſer, and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door pray 
to thy Father which is in ſecret, and thy Fa- 
ce ther, which ſeeth in . ſhall reward thee 


cc openly, oF 


©, What 
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©. What is to be obſerved concerning that 
form of Prayer which our Lord has recommend- 
ed, and is therefore called the Lord's Prayer? 


A. That it comprehends, in very ſhort 
Terms, all the principal Heads of our Chriſtian 
Duty, to direct us in what Manner we ſhould 
pray, and for what Bleſſings we ought chiefly 
to be concerned, 

9, Is there any Thing in the Compoſition 
of this Prayer which may properly recommend 
it to the Acceptance of the Jew!/b Nation? 

A. There is; for the Petitions, ſeparately 
taken, are found in the Jewiſh Liturgies, or 
forms of publick Worſhip, almoſt in the ſame 
Terms in which they are connected by our 
Lord. | 

9, Doth not the Preface more particularly 
tend to reconcile the Minds of that People to 
it? 

A. It doth, © our Father which art in Hea- 


in which the Jews were wont to pray to God; 
whence it follows, that the Goſpel of Chriſt | 
hath not introduced any other Object of Reli- | 
gious Worſhip but what was included in the 
antient pure Religion of the Ferws, and that the | 
Jews and Chriſtians do worſhip the only true | 14 
God who is over all, © our Father,” the God I 
of the Jews and of the Gentiles alſo, = 2 


©, What 


Mat. 


xxviii: 19. 
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2. What is the firſt Petition in that Prayer? 

A. © Hallowed be thy Name.“ 

2 What doth this Petition imply in the 
Prayer of a Chriſtian? 

A. A faithful due Regard to the Honour of 
that high and holy Name, by which our hea- 
venly Father is made known to us by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, according to whoſe Commiſſion 
we have been baptized © in the NA MxE of the 


&« Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
which is the expounded Name of God, in the 


perfect Revelation made of it in the Goſpel. 


9, What doth this Explanation of the Name 
of God require in regard to the Terms in which 


it is delivered? 


A. A perfect Acquieſcence on our Part in 
receiving the Knowledge of it as it is revealed; 
for all Controverſy, concerning the Divinity of 


the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt in Queſtion, does 


ultimately tend to a preſumptuous Offence, in 


a2 0eſign of dividing, confining, or limiting the 


Almighty Power of Gop, according to the ra- 
tional or philoſophical Notions of Heathen 


Theology. 


©, How doth it appear that we are re guilty: of 
ſuch Offence in that Controverſy ? | 


A. From the Words of our Lord which in- 
troduce the Commiſſion delivered to his Apoſtles 
to declare his Name, & all Power is given unto 

cc me 
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« me in Heaven and in Earth, go ye therefore Mat. 
« and teach all Nations“ to believe in my Al- ü. 18. 


mighty Power, © baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Hoh 
« Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all Things 
« whatſoever I have commanded you: and lo I 
« am with you always” by my Holy Spirit, 
« eyen unto the End of the World.” 

©, Is there any Intimation given in prophe- 
tick Hiſtory concerning the future Revelation of 
the Name? 

A. There is, in the prophecy of Jaiab; 
te for unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
« given, and the Government ſhall be upon his 
„% Shoulder and his NaME SHALL BE CALLED, 


% Wonderful, Counſellor, the Almighty God, 


« the Everlaſting Father,” (Heb. Father of 
Eternity) “the Prince of Peace,” a divine Para- 
phraſe on the expounded Name. 


9, Is there any particular Application made 
to the Jewi/h Nation, in prophetick Hiſtory, 
concerning their State and Condition upon the 
future Revelation of a New Name. 


A. There is in ſundry Places of the prophe- 
wk Records, but more eſpecially, by Jaiah, 


19, 20. 


Ifai. ix. 6. 


ina molt glorious Deſcription of their Exalta- Tai. lxv. 


tion, when they are © called by a NEW Name,” 
Iſaiah Ixii. © for Ston's fake J will not hold my 


17. 
Iii. 22. 
Ixv. 15. 


Peace, for Jeruſalem's ſake I will not reſt, Jer. ii. 16. 


« until the Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 


XXX1, 31. 
2 


N „ Brightnels, rel. xvi, 
1 


Rev. xi. 


15. 


181 


44 Brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as 2 


“Lamp burneth, and the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy 
« Righteouſneſs, and all Kings thy Glory, and 


thou ſhalt be called” into the Chriſtian Faith 


in thy Meſliah © by a new Name, which the 
„Mouth of the Lord ſhall name, (Mat. xxvili. 
* 19.) thou ſhalt alſo be a Crown of Glory in 
e the Hand of the Lord, and a Royal Diadem 


nin the Hand of thy God.” 


©, What Offence does chiefly contradict the 
Duty which is ſuggeſted to us by this Petition ? 


A. All inconfiderate, ſuperfluous, or careleſs 


| Mention of the holy Name of God, all profane 


or raſh Swearing, and eſpecially the moſt dread- 
ful Sin of Perjury, violating a ſolemn Oath. 


' ©, What is the ſecond Petition in that 
Prayer ? 
A. „ Thy Kingdom come.” 


©, What doth this Petition imply according 
to the Inſtruction of Holy Scripture ? 


A. Our devout and earneſt Requeſt unto 
God for the Arrival of that happy State of all 
Mankind, when “the Kingdoms of this World 
« are become the Kingdoms of our Lord and 
« his Chriſt,” when Fews and Gentiles are con- 
verted unto him, when all the Families of the 
Earth are bleſſed in his Name, and confeſs and 


Ifa. ix. 6. obey © the Prince of Peace.“ 


9. What 
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9. What is the third Petition? 


A. * Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in 
« Heaven.” 


©, What is the Vn of this Petition ? 


A. Ir follows, in Conſequence of the forego- 
ing, as an Explanation of it, more perfectly to 
inſtruct us in the true Foundation of our Hap- 
pineſs, to pray that our Wills may be brought 
into abſolute Compliance in doing after the Will 
of God, as the holy Angels do in Heaven, 


© Whatis the fourth Petition? 
A. © Give us this Day our daily Bread?“ 

. ©, What doth this Petition imply? 

A. An Acknowledgment of our continual de. 
pendance on the good Providence of God, with 
faithful Supplication made to him, that we may 
obtain thoſe Supplies for our bodily Neceſſities, 
which we daily ſtand in need of for our Support 
in this tranſitory State, of the World, and that 


our Hope of Preſervation, and protection i init, 
doth wholly reſt upon his Goodneſs, 


9. What is the fifth Petition? 


A. Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
& them that treſpaſs againſt us.“ 

9, What Diſpoſition of Mind is neceſſary 
to enable us for complying with the Terms of 
this Petition ? 


N 2 A. A cha- 


"Max * 
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AA charitable Niſpoſition, by which we 
are led in the ſincere Love of God and of our 
Neighbour, to dcfire Reconciliation and Peace 
with Gop and Man, 


9, What is to be remarked; in the Expreſſi- 


on of this Petition, concerning our Behaviour 
towards our Enemies ? 


A. Our Forgiveneſs of them muſt ariſe in 
our own Hearts, out of due Reſpect to the 
Command of God, that, in Obedience to his 
Will, we may be ready to be reconciled, with- 
out making Condition, that our Enemy ſhould 
repent before we forgive him, 


©, What uſeful Obſervation does arife from 
hence in regard to the Acceptance of our 
Prayers with God for his Mercy, to panes our 


Sins ? | 


A. That we may believe, according to the 
Rule he has given us, we are traly penitent, 
and deſirous to be reſtored to his Favour, if we 
do with ſincerity renounce ail Hatred and En- 
mity towards our Brethren who have committed 
any Offence againſt us, and on the contrary it 
muſt remain in the Sight of Gop, and in our 
owa Conſciences, an Argument againſt his For- 
giveneſs of our Sins, if we retain Malice, 
Hatred or Envy in our Heatts againſt our Bre- 
thren. | 


9, What is the ſixth Petition? 
A.“ Lead 


"7 


5 
69 1 
ve | A. Lead us not into Temptation, but de- 
ur 4 liver us from Evil.“ 
0 
l ©. What is the Import of this Petition? 
3. | A We pray that our heavenly Father may 
ur not, by the Order of his Providence, lead us 
into ſuch Circumſtances as will expoſe us to 
| dangerous Trials, in Proſperity, or Adverſity 
n . ä ' , 
1 of which our Enemy can make his Advantage 
againſt us; and therefore it is our Duty to be- 
oy ſeech Gop continually to deliver us, from the 
: Evil- one, and from the“ evil World.“ Gal. i. 4. 
9. What is the Concluſion of the Lord's 
1 Prayer? 
r A. © Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
r te and the Glory for Ever. Amen.” 


9, What do we profeſs to believe in theſe 
e | Terms? | 

, A. We make a ſolemn, faithful Acknowledg- 
. ment to the divine Majeſty, that the Kingdom 
p doth belong unto him, in rightful Poſſeſſion, 
1 as the LORD CREATOR of Heaven and Earth, 
l in which he preſides by his own almighty Power # 
3 and Providence, ordering and diſpoſing all 
l Affairs and Movements in it, to his own Glory, 
5 with infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice and Mercy diſ- 
: played over all his Works, and ſo to continue 
for Ever, Amen, 
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VE Sermons, dedicated o the young Gen- 
L tlemen, Students in the Univerſity of Dub. 
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The Providential HISTOR Y of 
MAN K I ND. Price, 65. 6d. © 
A TazLe of the Principal Cox TEN Ts. 


HE Preſatory Diſcourſe, concerning the advantages of 
attending to the Providential Hiſtory of the World. 
The great hranches of that hiſtory are diſtinguiſhed by the 
Two PRINCI LES from which the movements or actions 
of all mankind have proceeded. The falſe PRINCE 
was taken to be the SaxcT1i9n of the Law of Nature, 
explained and perfected by divine authority, for the go- 
vernment of the nation of Iſrael, Their blindneſs and 
obſtinacy, in rejecting their Meſſiah in the perſon of our 
Lord Jeſus- Chriſt, are conſidered ; the reaſon of them is 
thewn, and why they are not yet reconciled to the Chriſtian 
church in acknowledging their Meſſiah. The only me- 
thod that can be. ſucceſsſul to convert them, is declared by 
what our Lord ſaid concerning their infidelity, when he 
'converſed among them. aich 559-35 ens 
A ſummary view of all the oppoſition that has been, or that 
can be made to the goſpel revelation, is given to us in 
prophetic characters and deſcriptions, by our Lord and his 
Apoſtles, in the writings of the New Teſtament. Many, of 
theſe paſſages are conſidered and applied. Some refleQions 
upon the preſent circumſtances of theſe nations, and of the 
miniſters of the reformed eſtabliſhed church in them, 
Sect. I. Preliminary obſervations concerning the Law of 
NarTure, which tend the Lim1T of human 


s 
REaSON in our religio Sat Di 2 
Dr. Clarke's Demonſtrftzohs:- "Tha. Bei g and Attributes of 
God” are examined and "= ted; his: bak 
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to eſtabliſh the truth b demronſtrat 


is expoſed. 
Sec. II. 
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Sect. II. The refutation of Dr. Clarke's Evidences of Natural 


- and Revealed Religion, and the falſe conſequences which he 


15. had drawn from his demonſtrations are diſcovered. 


Secr. III. Preliminary obſervations concerning revealed Re- 


ligion, and what is properly to be underſtood by the Licnr 

of NATURE. The ſacred hiſtory of the Creation, and of 

; the FaLL of Man. The conſequences of his diſobedience 
aſt in reſpect to his body and his mind. The Sentence of 
divine judgment which paſſed on the concealed Ex AM, 

and the Pxom1sE of divine mercy by the deliverance of 

PREP - mankind from the 2 and policy of t 
| the inſtitution of ſacrificing was of divine appointment. 
of | Stxcr. IV. The facred hiſtory continued from the Fall unto 
7 the Flood: in this period the conſequences are © ſhewn 
which did ariſe from the reaſonings of men living under the 

LicaT and Law of their corrupted NAT uRE. Obſerya- 

tions on the CALL of Abraham, and on the PROuls Es 


of made to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, in behalf of their 
d. natural deſcendants, with the Buess1nG to be derived 
he from them to all Mankind. The facred hiſtory of the 
ns Generation of the Fa TRI explained, and applied by 
LE particular quotations, The explanation of the Tz RAA“ 
r, PHIM, exhibiting the original of idol-worſhip, given, by 
o- the intervention of the human form, to the ſouls of de- 
parted men. The terms of Jacob's bleſſing of ]Jupan are 
ur particularly examined and explained by the correſponding 
1s teſtimonies of the ſacred writers. 
an Srcr. V. Obſervations on the ſacred Hiſtory of the Book of 
e- Exodus, concerning the Call of Moſes, and the Revelation 
__ made to him of the Names of God. Upon MizacLes and 
he PRO HTC, and their mutual relation and connection: 
7 the objeQtion of Infidels againft the Miracles recorded in 
at . Holy Scripture is removed, their cavil is diſmiſſed, and 
in their arguments are retorted. The Evil Spirit firſt wrought 
ws a miracle falſely, and delivered a falſe prophecy. Obſer- 
of vations on the miracles wrought before the Egyptians, and 
ns how the heart of Pharaoh was hardened ; which account 
ke does introduce the arguments of St. Paul concerning PR E- 
© DESTINATION and ELxcTion, The miſtaken ſenſe 
of and application of theſe terms; and the falſe doQrines upon 
an them, are expoſed and refuted. The delivery of the Law 
from Mount Sina1r. The policies of Heathen nations are 
of compared with the economy of the Jewiſh ſtate, The 
1g perfection of the cxconomy of the Jewiſh ſtate, with the 


explanation of the Ugxim and Tnunuiu. The facred 
Hiſtory of the Book of Judges is conſidered, and the 


I. command given to Samuel to make a King. 
| Sect. 


hat enemy.” That 
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Szcr. VI. The reign of Saul the firſt King of Iſrael ; his 
diſobedience to the command of God, and his rejection 
upon it. He was an example in the Jewiſh ſtate of the 
conſequences which would have ariſen in the government 
of the Kings of ALL the Nations, in caſe they had been 
ſubject, as Saul was, to the Law of NATURE, revealed 

and perfected by Divine Authority. 

Secr: VII. The reign of David the ſon of Jeſſe. In what 
ſenſe. he was ſaid to be a man after God's own heart, and 
how he preſerved that character. The conſideration of 
his fins and repen*ance, and what conſequences aroſe ſrom 
them. The promiſe made by God unto David is accom- 
pliſhed in the Meſſiah. 


 Szcr. VIII. The reign of Solomon the Bon of David, the 


laſt KinG of the NATIOx of Iſrael. The perfection and 
the excellency of the ſtate of his kingdom. His apoſtacy 
from the worſhip, and his diſobedience to the command 
of God, involved the nation in his guilt ; by which they 

„ forfeited the divine favour and protection: ſo that the 
promiſes of God to ſupport their temporal proſperity were 
vacated and withdrawn. bo 

Secr. IX. Some arguments from prophecy, applied by St. 
Paul, to awaken the Jews, that they might receive the 
New Covenanr. 4 

Sect. X. The examination and diſcuſſion of the Law of 
MaTURE. - | | 

Sect. XI. The arguments of Bt. Paul to the Jews and Gen- 
tiles from PRO HY. . 

Sect. XII. The Liuir of human Reaſon is aſcertained. 
Falſe principles are diſcovered in the Law of Nature, 
and that Law is abrogated by the Meſſiah, that the Olo 
Covenant of Works may give place to the Sy1r1- 
AL Law in the New  CovenAaNnT of Grace con- 
tained in the Goſpel. 


„Srcr. XIII. The Life and Sufferings of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt foretold by the Prophets, and witneſſed by the Evan- 
geliſts; with ſome obſervations concerning the method of 
inviting the Jews into the Coſpel Covenant, and to ac- 
knowledge their Meſſiah, by ..reQting their attention to the 


— books of Moſes and of the Prophets. 
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